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The Resources of that Part of the District South of Forest Hills

Its Natural Beauties and Future Possibilities

The District an Ideal
One for Residential
Purposes.

With an idea to arouse increased
interest in the Old West Roxbury Dis
trict, which is a part of Boston, yet
apart from it, the NEWS has for some
time had it in mint! to compile some
thing in the form of a souvenir edition
or editions, which could be issued as
supplements to the NEWS. The first
of these is presented herewith, and
deals exclusively with the district
south of Forest Hilis, which com
prises nearly all of WaTd 23 and in
cludes nearly one-fourth the area of
the whole city of Boston. This 'terri
tory was formerly a part of the town
of West Roxbury, and was annexed
to the city of Boston on January 5,
1874. .

It is not our purpose to make this
an historical treatise, and it is suffic
ient to say that this district has had
an honorable past, and that many of
its citizens have taken an active and
helpful part in shaping tht: destinies
of our state and nation.

The real purpose of this special
edition is to point out the natural
beauties and re,;ources of the section
treated. Through it we hope to cre
ate a true appreciation of the excep
tional advantages which the residents
of the section south of Forest Hills
enjoy. By sending a considerable
number of copies to people who are
not now so fortunate as to be resi
dents of the "garden ward" of the
city, we hope to make this publication
a distinct advantage to our local prop
erty owners.· In this connection we
suggest that our readers take this
means to fix the attention of home
seekers upon our own district. More
O\'er, it is probable that this souvenir
will serve to introduce many of our
prominent citizens to each other, In
describing this district as it is today,
we hope to make evident its great
possibilities for the future.

\\'hile \Yard 23 embraces nearly
one-fourth of the area of the city of
Boston, its total land valuation (ac
cording to the assessment of May I,

1903) is $12,637,9°0, out of a total
\-aluation of land in the city of $594,

599,75°. This, and the fact that it
has a population of only 68,120 makes
it clear that it embraces a wide ex
pam:e of undeveloped territory. The
total valuation of its buildings is $11,
57:;1,900, while the total for the city is
$39°,960,55°.00. The tax rate of
the city was $14.80 on $1000,
while the surrounding towns and
cities which are not so easy of access
range anywhere from $15.00 to $21.00
on $1000 up to $25.70 for the town
of \Varren. With immense tracts of
undeveloped land and a low tax rate,
it i~ doubtful if a better place can
anywhere be found for the investor,
whether he wishes to buy acres or
simply a small house lot. - Probably
few classes of stocks or bonds and
very few real estate locations can
compare, either for absolute sa.fety
or the certainty of a strong, steady
rise, with a purchase of land in this
district at prevailing rates.

The district is an ideal one for resi
dential purposes, and borders on
three beautiful parks,' the Arnold
Arboretum, Franklin Park, and Stony
Brook Reservation, the last named of
which will probably be developed into
one of the finest zoological gardens
in the country. Those fortunate resi
dents whci can afford a horse and
carriage or automobile either for
pleasure or for driving back and
forth to business, can approach almost
any part of the section through this
magnificent system of parks, where
nature itself and all its beauties may
be enjoyed, enhanced perhaps by the
beautifully laid out roads which the
Metropolitan Park Commission has
constructed. The transportation fa
cilities of the district, moreover, can
now be said to be exceptionally good
with two branches of the New York,
New Haven and Hartford Railroad
giving frequent train service, while
the Boston Elevated Railway Com
pany now has seventeen miles of
trackage in the district, about nine
and three-fourths of which are double- .
tracked, making any part easy of ac
cess from the city proper or from any
part of the district itself-all for a
five-cent fare. The proposed exten
sion of the Elevatp.d structure through
Washington Street from Dudley Street
to Forest Hills, the natural gateway
of the district, will give that rapid

transit on the street railways which
has so long retarded the growth vf
the section. The Boston Elevated is
recognized everywhere as the best
street railway system in the country,
and it is believed that when its system
is extended to the point mentioned its
general service to the district will be
such as to greatly accelerate its growth.

The Boston public schools are the
standard of the- United States, and
while there is a constant demand for
more room, the section south of For
est Hills is as well provided with
schools as any other part of Boston.
There is every reason to believe, more
over, that the needs of the district in
this direction will be promptly and
plOperly met as they present them
selves from time to time through in
crease in population.

Each part of the district has its
church, and almost every denomina
tion has built one or more substan
tial edifices within the district. There
is large provision for the spiritual
welfare of the communities south of
Forest Hills, and there is little danger
of a new resident being obliged to
sacrifice even denominational prefer
ences, as we doubt if any section of
Boston is more favored in the number
of its churches or the effectiveness of
their work.

While the beautiful park system
bdore referred to lies on three sides
of the district, the territory itself has
many beauties which should natu
rally attract those who are obliged by
reason of business to build their homes
near their business center, and yet
prefer to live in the country where
they can get a full breath of that pure
ozone which is essential to the best
mental or physical effort, and the lack
of which is the great drawback of city
life. The hills and dales of this beau
tiful section have been only partially
converted to the use of mankind, and
yet there is much of the territory
where Nature will be found in all her
beauty and health-giving qualities.
Probably the people who now live in
the district only half appreciate their
beautiful and healthful surroundings.
The medical fraternity of this and
other states has stated that such pure
air can be found in very few places
this side of the Rocky Mountains, and
it is now quite a common occurrence

for invalids aud convalescents to be
sent to some part of Ward 23 that Na
ture may restore health and strength.

No section, however beautiful and
healthful, can safely rest its hopes for
the future upon its natural resources
alone. Its proper and successf ul
development depends largely upon the
intelligence with which these resources
are utilized, The destiny of a com
munity depends more than anything
else upon the class of men of which
it is composed. Ward 23 is fortunate
to have within its borders a large
body of men who are progressive and
public spirited. This fact is of tre
mendous significance in the future
development of the district. It makes
every foot of land worth more than
it otherwise could be worth. While
differences of opinion exist and doubt
less will exist as to the best methods
to be adopted in various problems
which confront our communities, there
has been a strong tendency, particu
larly in recent years, for the different
elements of the community to work
together when any great public im
provement was determined. Usually
the result has been salutary. To be
sure we have not all that we need,
but a great deal has been accom
plished in the way of public improve
ments, and there is every reason to
believe that our present needs will be
taken care of with increasing strength
and success.

It is not the purpose of this work
to praise any man or any set of men,
but simply to show our own reSidents
and those who might be induced to
locate amongst us, that the commu
nity has in it that aggressiveness and
character which is so necessary to th ~

proper development of a community.
What has been done in the last few
years is but an example of what can
be accomplished in the neat future..

Its Citizens and Improvement
Associations are well organized and
have learned by experience how to
get what is needed. Public improve
ments of great impqrtance can be
confidently looked for in the next ten
years. With an increasing population,
there is sure to come an increased
valuation of real estate, and those
who buy soon, either for residential or
investment purposes are not likely to
rue the day.



A DRIVE IN THE AI,BO!{WAY

MOUNTAIN LAUREL, ARNOLD ARBORETUM

work of Charles Sprague Sargent,
who has charge of this magnificent
instution, has brought to him and the
Arboretum the attention of the best
students of this class of work, and

suspecting the scientific character of
the place. The trees are not placed
at regular intervals, but grouped in a
nature like manner. The visitor
enjoys a drive through the woods on
a perfect road, climbs an occasional
hill to get a noble view of the sur
rounding country and never has Sys
tem thrust upon him.

Considered merely as a Park, as
thousands view it, the Arnold Arbore
tum is a success. But the Arboretum
is also a botanical garden, though it
has the distinction of being the only
one in the world devoted exclusiuely
to trees and shrubs. It is also the
fif.est example in the world of a bot
anical garden that is arranged prima
rily for landscape effect.

There are thousands of different
kinds of trees and shrubs in the
Arboretum, the aim being to grow
every species that is hardy in the
latitude of Boston. One will find
the oaks by themselves, the maples in
a group, the birches together in one
place, and the conifers all in a single
little valley of exquisite beauty. There
is a " specimen" tree and a "group"
for each American species. The
specimen stands off by itself, and
has all the light, air and feeding
ground it wants. An intensely inter
ested horticulturist will find here many
days of instruction, while a casual
drive will bring to the passerby that
which he is seeking, rest and recrea
tion for brain and eyes. There are
shrubs from all parts of the world and
even the most cursory examination
will bring instruction.

The Arnold Arboretum has made
many valuable additions to horticul
ture, and its contribution to our
forestry problem is now a matter of
history. The hard and methodical

in which every American citizen can
take h~arty pride. It is the finest
collection of hardy trees and shrubs
in America. It is unique in that one
may drive through it without once

ing 463.72 acres (195.16 acres of
which lie in Boston) and in the south
western portion of the district the
West Roxbury Parkway of IS0 acres
(not yet built), beside the Roslindale
Playground, 3.7 acres; the Forest
Hills V,'ashington Street Playground,
9.6 acres; Billings Field, I I acres;
Austin Farm, Pierce Farm, (under
the Department of Public Institutions)
and plans with the possibility of taking
the Charles River Reservation which
will connect the Metropolitan Park
System from the Charles River Dam
through to the Blue Hills Reservation.

In a work of this kind, the object
of which is to show the resources and
future possibilities of the district, it
is impracticable to go into details of
the beauties or the uses of the Park
System, except in so far as they add
to the possibilities of this particular
district to the home seeker. In the
latter respect we are most fortunately
situated because the whole and com
plete scheme has been provided at an
expense of many millions of dollars
and under the supervision of most
experienced men.

The Arborway makes a beautiful
drive beginning at the Charles River
and continuing through Forest Hills
to Franklin Park with its 527 acres of
beautifully laid out walks and drives,
and that grandeur which nature alone
gives. John A. Pettigrew, the Super
intendent of this system, who has had
sixteen years experience in the care
of such Parks has been in charge here
for about seven years, and to him
much credit is due for much of the
pleasure that ts now enjoyed by those
who find the beauties of this reserva
tion easy of access.

The Arnold Arborttum, which lies
. entirely in our district, is an institution

an aggregation or a combination and
improved form of various smaller
public grounds.

The eyes of such a frequenter of a
park rarely rest for a moment upon
objects before which students and
strangers generally halt. A park, may
affect a man at the first visit exhila
ratingly, which, when he is accustomed
to the use of it will have a reverse,
that is to say, a soothing and tran
quilizing effect.

The man with commercial instincts
uppermost in his mind, does not
pause to ask himself the reasons why,
but knows that the great Park system
which lies in our district has the afore·
said soothing and tranquilizing effect.
and therefore seeks his home in a
locality where he can take advantage
of this generator of nerve force with
the least possible loss of time to him
self. It follows then as a matter of
business that the district south of
Forest Hills has a commercial value
for homes that is not exceeded by any
other locality so near the business
centre of Boston.

Nor can this value ever be reduced
by the upper part of Ward 23 being
too thickly settled, because the Com
monwealth of Massachusetts and the
city of Boston have wisely looked
forward to the fact that a real Park
System, (and [Jot a group of commons,
squares, and other small public
places) was a public necessity and
they have therefore both combined
to establish for all time a Park System
in our district which comprises 2709
acres (total area of Boston Parks
2289.78 acres and Metropolitan Parks

. in Boston 420 acres).
Of this the West Roxbury District

with Forest Hills as the gateway has
on the one side Franklin Park with
527 acres; on the other side the
Arnold Arboretum with 222 acres and
the Arborway as its approach with
36 acres; in its southern portion is
the Stony Brook Reservation contain-

which makes his life happy. He is
oftentimes seedy in appearance be
cause of lack of that strenuous com
mercialism which marks the growth
of the American as a national charac
ter; but he gEts enjoyment out of
noticing and studying those things
which are more convenient to him in
every day life.

The type of American citizen who
does not have time to closely study
the things which might make his life
happier. because he is wrapt up in
building up his business, never-the
less likes to have them near at hand,
so that he can (although he often
does not) enjoy his surroundings. He
gets enjoyment out of his busi
ness and that takes up all his energy,
but he knows that he cannot store up
that energy which is so necessary for
his success in business without the
aid of some relaxation.

It is such men as these who enjoy
the parks and yet kIIOW very little
about them. By this kind of person,
who form the greater part of all com
munities, the word Park is applied to
various small public spaces which are
otherwise called Commons, Squares,
Gardens and Places.

When a large space is taken by the
city for the purpose of a park proper,
there is a tendency to regard it sim
ply as a larger provision for the same
ends with those which Commons, etc.,
are adapted to serve and the real
park is looked forward to, not a little
as it might be if it were to be in effect,

Parks and Public firounds.
In this work-a.day world, when all

our energies seem to be devoted to
the seeking after the accumulation of
money, very little thought is given to
those things which are right at our
immediate elbow ready to be enjoyed
for the asking. It is only the true
philosopher who takes the time to
luok about him in that studious way
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NURSERY PLANTATION IN ARBORETUM

TURTLE (MUDDY) POND

"humble address" to their" fathers
and elder brothers in town meeting
assembled, with a sincere design to
give Christian satisfaction for any
wrong, disorderly steps in our late

of:a church, and the building of a
meetinghouse. For a time the settlers
in Roxbury went over to the meeting
house in Dorchester, where a church
was already gathered together. But
in 1632 the First Church in Roxbury
was established, with Thomas Weld
as minister. John Eliot, Apostle to
the Indians, of gracious and honored
memory, had told his friends in Nazing
that he would be their minister when
he arrived in the new world, if they
wished. So in November, 1632, he
was ordained as "teacher" of the
church in Roxbury. This is the
mother church, out of which the
Second Church of Christ in Roxbury,
afterwards the First Parish of West
Roxbury, sprang. Such is the honored
parentage.

The settlers came in fast. The
bounds of Roxbury were extended
more and more, especially towards
the west, "Jamaica End," or "Spring
Street." The meeting house, centre
of the town's life, political as weil as
religious, became further and' further
from the outlying farms. The roads,
never good, were often impassable.
On many Sabbaths in the winter the
meeting house could not be reached.
So in Ijo6 Joseph Weld and some
others, at the" west end of Roxbury
towards Dedham," owing to" the great
travail and time in going and return
ing" from the meeting house,petitioned
the General Court that (hey might be
made into a separate precinct, and be
granted aid in building a meeting
house. Of this petition no notice
seems to have been taken. Where
upon the said Joseph Weld a,:ld some
others, being the men they were, and
coming from the stock they came
from, straightway proceeded to form
themselves into a church, and to build
for themselves a house of worship.
This done, in April, 17 II, they sent a

freedom. The old First Parish of
West Roxbury was born and nurtured
in the love of liberty.

To the Puritan the first considera
tion after landing was the gathering

By REV. JOHN H. ApPLEBEE.

The present church of the First
Parish is the fourth erected by the
parish in its long and honorable his
tory.

The meeting house, erected in 1773,
still stands at Central Station, dis
mantled and scarred by fire. Its beau
tiful spire points not straighter to
heaven than did the thoughts of those
who built it to God. It is eloquent
with memories of the olden days when
men gave all and suffered all for civic
and religious freedom. The life roots
of the parish sin1{ deep into the strong
Puritan soil, whose harvest is the
grf'atness of New England. In the
year 1776 a certain Declaration of
Independence was read in the quiet
of a summer Sabbath morning, from
the pulpit of the old meeting house.
The congregation that listened were
the men and women who made that
Declaration' a reality. Later, from
1837 to 1846, other declarations of
independence - the independence of
the human reason and conscience 
were preached from Sunday to Sunday
from the old pUlpit by a young man
whose name was Theodore Parker.
Then he gave himself to give a race

An Historical Sketch of the First Parish
(Unitarian).

While most of these churches have
been built within a few years, they are
on a good financial basis and liberally
supported by the members. In addi
tion to all this there is a brotherly
feeling between the different societies
and creeds that makes this district an
ideal one for the resident who believes
in that broad religion, where every man
may worship according to the dictates
of his own conscience.

CHURCHES.
Nearly every small village or hamlet

can boast of one or more churches
~ here the families of the surrounding
country meet at Sunday worship, even
though their religious belief may not
coincide with the doctrine of the
preacher to whom they listen. Thus
it was in the early days of West Rox
bury district, and many of the churches
that are standing to-day are offshoots
of those union meetings held in public
halls, and at times in tht home of some
of the parishioners.

As this district grew in population,
the church societies met with a corre
sponding increase, and by the liberal
donations of the more prosperous
citizens and the earnest work of all,
this section is as well supplied with
churches as are many of the neigh
boring districts with twice the popula
tion. In that portion of West Roxbury
south of Forest Hills, there are four
teen churches, nearly all of which
have been erected during the last
quarter of a century. In nearly· every
society, fine church buildings have
been built, and not a few of them are
the equal of the churches of the larger
cities, both in architectural design
and artistic interior decorations.

able. All this must attract visitors who
will come to see; having seen they will
love; and having loved will seek homes.

In all this great Park System in our
district there has not only been a
taking of large tracts of land which
can never be built upon, thus giving
breathing spaces, but the master
minds who have charge of them have
a well defined plan as to how they
should be developed to get out of
them the most pleasure, and they are
carrying out that plan, so that in years
to come this district will have the
grandest, most picturesque and still
the most useful surroundings imagin-

proposed chain of Parkways between
the Public Garden and Blue Hills; a
Park road has I;>een built from Wash
ington ~treet at Bellevue Hill through
the reservation to Hyde Park. A
Parkway road and land' has been
taken for an extension to Blue Hills.
There is also an entrance from Glen
wood Avenue in Hyde Park, and the
old woods paths and roads have been
kept open. Ultimately it is intended
to build roads along the north and
south boul)daries, wherever the devel
opment of the adjoining.lands require
them. At present the timber has
been cut out of them and they serve
as fire guards. 195 acres of this
reservation lie in Boston, and 268
acres lie in Hyde Park making a
total of 463 acres which has cost up
to January I, 190 4, $355,833.58.

Turtle Pond (or Muddy Pond as it
is better known) is like a bowl in
shape with the precipitous hills on
each side, thus giving a quick water
shed. As this is the source of Stony
Brook, it is of great value in flushing
out that stream after each storm.
This reservation still retains all the
rare beauties of nature itself, and its
great benefit to the district is not half
appreciated or taken advantage of by
our citizens. Strangers, however,
come from long distances to wonder
in its labyrinths and partake of its
pleasures. There is from "the Sum
mit" one of the most artistic pictures
of nature unadorned that can be
seen this side of the Rocky Mountains.

has created such a stir that it has
made Professor Sargent and his
work famous.

The West Roxbury Parkway, all
within our district, from Weld Street
to, and including Bellevue Hill, was
taken by the Metropolitan Park Com
mission and paid for out of the Meto
politan Park's loan at a cost of
$253,289.68.

The Stony Brook (or Muddy Pond)
Reservation was taken as a Woods
reservation and also as a link in the



UNITARIAN, WEST ROXBURY

CHURCH OF THE FIRST PARISH

South Evangelical Chqrch, West Rox
bury.

By E. W. SCHUERCH.

to the First Parish, West Roxbury.
He accepted the call, and was installed
as minister on June 6, 1899.

REV. JOHN H. APPLEBEE

Photo by Conlin

John H. Applebee was installed as
minister of the parish.

" On the second Sabbath in Febru
ary, 1835, the Rev. Mr. Marsh, at the
close of public worship in the Hall,
Spring Street, Roxbury, Massachu
setts, requested all professors of
religion, worshipping in this Hall,

REV. JOHN H. ApPLEBEE.

The Rev. John H. Applebee, the
youngest son of the Rev. James K.
Applebee, a minister of the Liberal
Faith, and widely known as a lecturer
on literary and social subjects, was
born in England on March 12, 1868.
He came to America in r877, and
spent the next few years at Sparta,
Wis., and Chicago, Ill., when, his
father becoming minister of the Parker
Memorial Society, the family moved
to Boston.

Mr. Applebee attended the Mather
and Rice Grammar Schools, and was
a member of Class of '87, English
High SchooT. He prepared for the
ministry at the Meadville, Pa., Theo
logical School and the Harvard Di
vinity School, being ordained at Mead
ville on June 14, 1894. Immediately
on leaving the Divinity School, in
1895, he was called to take charge of
the newly-formed Parkside Unitarian
Church, of Buffalo; N. Y., of.which he
,vas the minister for four vears. In
the meantime he m"arried, ~n June 3,
1897, at Meadville, Pa., Miss Alice E.
Roddy, a daughter of Thomas Roddy,
a member of the Pennsylvania bar.

In the spring of 18"99,!Je was called

and the little parish at West Rox
bury gave up" their pastor, but cher
ished to the last their friend.

U pan Theodore Parker's ministry
followed that of Dexter Clapp, Ed
mund B. Wilson, T. B. Forbush. and
then from May 29,187°, to February,
1899, Augustus M. Haskell, whose
memory is still alive in the hearts of
the people, and of whom it has been
said that "His heart was in his face,
and heaven was in his heart." It was
by his exertions that the Unitarian
Church at Roslindale, second child of
the First Parish, was gathered in
March, 1890'

Such are some of the memories that
cluster around the old meeting house.
Small wonder that when the fire of
1890 so sadly marred it, the people
were loath to build a new house of
worship elsewhere. But changed con
ditions made it necessary, so the third
church of the First Parish was built
on Corey Street, off Centre. Under
the ministries of Rev. Frank Wright
Pratt and Rev. Alfred R. Hussey, the
society outgrew the church building,
and in the spring of 1898 it was de
cided to build a fourth church on the
corner of Centre and Corey Streets.
The corner stone was laid on Novem
ber 20, 1899; and the church was'
dedicated on the evening of October
5, 1900. On June 6, 1899, the Rev.

speak, the little group of folk at West
Roxbury, to their honor be it said,
stood by him to a man. The wurld
seldom knows when its true prophet
has come. But a few there are who
know him, and "listen with faces
looking like fires stirred thereat."
Such was the ministry of Theodore
Parker. But the world needed him,

righteousness of the old Puritan
preaching was asserting itself. There
is a tradition, I believe, that a com
panyof Colonial troops marched down
the aisle one day that they might re
ceive the blessing of the pastor ere
they joined Washington's army at
Cambridge. We will respect the tra"
dition, and honor the spot made holy
by that blessing. So the life of the
meeting house and the life of the na
tion went hand in hand together.
Pastors came and went, leaving behind
them the memories of good deeds and
kindly service. John Bradford, I785
to 1825; John Flagg, 1825 to 1831 ;
George Whitney, of tender memory,
183 I to 1836, and then, to crown all,
came Theodore Parker in 1837. For
nine years he ministered to the parish,
then a small group of farmer folk, for
the most part, "The people good,
quiet, sober, chj.lrch-going," he says,
"Capital listeners, none better." "I
preach abundant heresies," he says
again, "none calling me to account
therefor, but men's faces looking like
fires new stirred thereat." The mem
ory of his gracious ministry makes the
old meeting house a hallowed spot.
None knew him but to love him. Of
his faithfulness there was no end.
And when the world turned from him
because he dared to stand alone for
the truth that God had given him to

form, being then largely rebuilt. From
the old pulpit, in 1776, the Declaration
of Independence was read. It must
have been very quiet in the meeting
house that day. Some there may have
been in that congregation who, a year
before, had crouched behind the wall
on the road from Lexington and
Concord, with rifle in hand. The

proceedings- for we humbly acknowl
edge it to be offensive for us to pre
sume so precipitately and rashly to
enterprise and prosecute such im
portant affair without the consent of
the General Court, the approbation of
our reverepd and dear pastor, and the
concurrence of our ancient and honor
able mother, the church, and the town
assembly." Obviously enough the
only way to deal with such very
humble sons and younger brothers
was to grant their request. So the
west end of Roxbury was made a
distinct precinct. It was on Novem
ber 2, 1712, that the Second Church
of Christ in Roxbury was finally
gathered; and on the 26th the Rev.
Ebenezer Thayer was settled as its
first pastor. This done, the little
group of earnest folk drew up a
covenant that should bind them to
each other and to God.

We know very little of the begin
nings of the church and its history.
Of the meeting house then built on
the country road to Dedham, later
named after one of the pastors of the
church, Rev. Nathaniel Walter, not a
vestige now remains, save only a
mouldering grave or two in the old
cemetery that marks the spot, ann
some of the timbers that were used
in the meeting house now standing
at Central. It was a rude house;"
but it was to them the house of God.
And on January 25, 1713, was "the
first time ye Sacrament of ye Lord's
Supper was here administered." It
is a simple scene, these farmer folk
g~.thered in the bare meeting house
on that chill winter day, but it is
sublime. These men were to establish
a new nation. It was in the meeting
house, with its worship on Sunday,
and its gathering of free men on the
week day to regulate the affairs of the
precinct and the town, that the prin
ciples" of a sane republicanism were
evolved.

Such were the beginnings of the
First Parish of West Roxbury. Here,
to the rude meeting house, for a gen
eration, the people came to worship.
Here the little children were brought
that they might be given back to God.
Here the young man and maiden were
made one. Here, too, the penitent
sinner in the broad aisle of the meeting
house in the presence of his friends
and neighbors, made confessions of
his sin and craved forgiveness of the
church.

Three ministers served before the
first meeting house was abandoned
Ebenezer Thayer, 1712 to 1733;
Nathaniel Walter, 1734 to 1776;
Thomas Abbott, 1776 to 1783. The
first break came in 1769, when the
church in Jamaica Plain was gathered
together-the first child of the church.

The old meeting house was falling
into decay. The matter of a new one
was first broached in 1766; aud at
last, in 1773, there was another
" church raising" at the" west end of
Roxbury, toward Dedham," and the
meeting house now standing at Cen
tral was built. It was not until 18 2r,
however, that it was given its present



SOUTH EVANGELICAL CHURCH, WEST ROXBURY

BETHANY METHODIST CHURCH, ROSLINDALE

worships. On the day of the dedica
tion the community gave liberally, the
subscriptions covering the indebted
ness, but during the succeeding" hard
times" many givers were unable to

large, three-story building from We~:

Roxbury to Roslindale, in which he
fitted up two halls. The upper one.
called "Association Hall," afforded
the society quite commodious quarter~.

and for several years, old and young.
every Sunday climbed the .two fligh~

of stairs to this "upper sanctuan-, ..
Gradually the complexion of the ser
vices assumed a Methodist hue,and the
first regular Methodist c. supply " wa~

Rev. James Mudge, in 1868, then a
student in the School of Theology
of Boston University. He was fol
lowed in 1869-'7° by the Rev. Thoma~
W. Bishop, then pastor at Jamaica
Plain. In 187 I Rev. J. H. Owen~

was sent to the latter church, and
supplied at Roslindale also, for one
year. Rev. William Edwards Hunt
ington succeeded Mr. Owens, and
under his leadership a majority of
members of the society decided to
organize a Methodist Church. _-\.
quarterly conference was called b\'
the presiding elder, Rev. Dr. W. R.
Clark, February 23,1873, and a board
of trustees and stewards was elected.
It was voted that the presiding elder
request the Bishop at the ensuing
Annual Conference to set off Roslin
dale as a separate charge, with Rev.
W. E. Huntington as pastor. This
was done, and the church prospered
greatly,both spiritually and temporall,y
during the next two years. The
church was first called" Central," but
that same year the name was changed
to " Roslindale." A beautiful Gothic
edifice was erected on Ashland Street.
in 1874, in which the society still

families began to move into the
village, however, the congregation
increased so that a larger place for
worship was urgently required. About
1865 Mr. G. S. Seaverns moved a

Bethany Methodist Church. Roslindale.

Bv HENRY W. BOWEN.

Religious services were inaugurated
in the little village of "South Street,"
in West Roxbury - now Roslindale,
Boston-about 1857. Meetings were
first held in the small primary school
house on Poplar Street, ministers of
the Congregational, Methodist and
Baptist faiths taking turns in expound
ing the word to the scattered flock,
which included such pioneer names
as Lindall, Goldsmith, Monroe,
Chenery, Seaverns, Bowthorpe, Dud
ley, Bluce, Chamberlain, Moses,
Williams, Sowdon, Whittemore, Hast
ings, Loring, Pike, Blakemore, OrraH,
etc., many of whose descendants re,
main and are identified with some one
of the half-dozen flourishing Protest
ant churches which are the outgrowth
of that little Union Society. As new

and on October 27, 189 I, the com
pleted building was dedicated with
appropriate exercises.

The present Pastor, Rev. Frank
W. Merrick, Ph. D., was installed
May II, 1893. There has been a
gradual growth in the Church mem
bership, the largest accession but one
in the history of the Church being
received on Sunday, May I, 1904,
when twelve persons were received on
Confession of Faith, and five by
letter from other churches. The
present membership is two hundred
and eight.

of the first P:lstor and the dedication
of the new meeting house took place
On the same day, May 17, 1837. On
February 28, 1839, the Church
elected the first Deacons. Mr. Enoch

Flagg and Mr. William Wiswall, and
on May 5th of the same year these
brethren were set apart by prayer.

The new church had to face many
difficulties and contend with heavy
discouragements, and its growth was
necessarily slow; and when in 1851,
the Rev. Mr. Marsh withdrew from
the pastorate the membership was
only fifty-seven, although eighty-six
had been received into the Church in
addition to the twenty-five original
members. On May 7, 1851, the Rev.
Thomas Laurie was installed as
Pastor, and he labored zealously in
this Vineyard of the Lord until failing
health obliged him to withdraw from
the work on January 30, 1868, and on
the same day the Rev. William S.
Hubbell was installed as his successor.
The new Pastor, however, remained
only until January 25, 1872, when he
left to take charge of the Franklin
Street Church, Somerville, Mass.

The fourth Pastor, Rev. Edward
Strong, D. D., when he was installed
on May 2, 1872, found only seventy
four members, and after receiving in
ten years one hundred more, left one
hundred thirty-seven, July 13, 1882,
lacking only eleven of being double
the number he found.

Doctor Strong was succeeded by
the Rev. Clarence A. Beckwith, who
served the church faithfully from
November 2, 1882, to March 15, 1892,
when he severed his connection to
accept a professorship in the Theo
logical Seminary at Bangor, Maine.
On November 5, 1890, was laid the
corner-stone of the present edifice,

to meet at his house, on Tuesday
evening of this week, at seven o'clock,
for the purpose of prayer and consul
tation in reference to organizing an
Evangelical church in this place."

The above is a transcript of the
opening paragraph of the earliest
records of the South Evangelical
Church, or the Spring Street Church
of Roxbury, Mass., as this church
was called until October 28, 1853,
when the present name was adopted.

In accordance with the above call
twenty-two persons met at the home
of Rev. Christopher Marsh, February
10,1835, and after earnest and prayer
ful consideration unanimously voted,
-"That it is expedient to organize
such a church as soon as practicable."
On subseqent meetings Articles of
Faith and a Church Covenant were
drawn up 'and adopted, and on June
II, 1835, an Ecclesiastical Council
met in the Hall in the second story
of the building nearly opposite the
present meeting house, and voted to
approve the measures that had been
taken' for forming a Church in this
place; and on the afternoon of the
same day public services of recogni
tion of the new Church were held,
and the church w'as organized under
the name of Spring Street Church.
There were twenty-five charter mem
bers, eighteen entering by letters from
other churches, and seven being
admitted on Confession of Faith.

Soon after the organization of the
Church it was proposed to erect a
meeting house, and Mr. Edward
Richards gave the land for this pur
purpose. On March II, 1837, the
Church voted unanimously to " Invite
the Rev. Christopher Marsh to take
the pastoral charge of this church in
the gospel ministry." The installation



ROSLINDALE BAPTIST CHURCH

redeem their pledges. In the spring
of 1875 Rev. William B. Toulmin was
appointed, and stayed only one year,
the struggling young church finding it
difficult to support a married man
with a large family. A house was
hired for a parsonage and furniture
bought. Mr. Toulmin won the hearts
of his people. .

Rev. Gilbert C. Osgood was sent to
the charge in 1876, and remained two

years. He was greatly beloved, and
~1rs. Osgood was an ideal pastor's
wife. The fruit of her labors abides
in the useful young women who, as
httle girls, were converted through
her instrumentality. One-year pastors
followed Mr. Osgood in the years
1878, '79 and '80 - Rev. Samuel S.
Curry, Rev. John Thompson and Rev.
Joseph H. Tompson. The last named
brought a bride to the parsonage
during the year he remained.

The name of Rev. M. Emory
Wright was" read off" for Roslindale
at the Conference of 1881. During
his fruitful pastorate of three years
he accomplished the herculean task
of raising the crushing debt of '$ I 0,
000 resting on the church property.
In his self-sacrificing work he was
grandly aided by his wife, son and
daughter. On the day which cele
brated the church's emancipation from
debt a new bell rang out the joy of
the society. A large number of chil
dren were converted during Mr.
Wright's pastorate, and received into
the church by him. While Mr. Wright
was pastor, Father William Blake
more, a pillar in New England Meth
odism, went away to the heavenly
country.

Rev. Augustus W. Mills followed
Mr. Wright in 1884, and during his
pastorate a chapel was erected in the
rear of the church for the use of the

Sunday School and for social meet
ings. Rev. Garrett Beekman was
appointed in 1885 and served faith
fully for three years. Rev. Daniel
Dorchester, D.D., came next, in 1888.
His labors, ably supplemented by
Mrs. Dorchester, were greatly blessed
to the church. A fine new parsonage
was erected on the church lot, fronting
on Sheldon Street. Dr. Dorchester
was returned for the second year, but

shortly after Conference he was
appointed superintendent of Indian
Schools by President Harrison. For
the remainder of that Conference
year, his son, Professor Daniel Dor
chester, Jr., then of Boston University,
occupied the pulpit on Sundays (a
preacher of rare ability), and Rev.
Merritt C. Beale, a local preacher, was
appointed by the presiding elder to do
the pastoral work.

In 1890 the Bishop sent Rev. J.
Weare Dearborn of Roslindale. He
remained three years and the chapel
was remodeled and enlarged under
his supervision. His memory is held
in loving regard by his people. He
died in Watertown the next year after
leaving his Roslindale pastorate.

Rev. Frederick N. Upham was sent
in 1893. The name of the church
was changed to "Bethany" at his
suggestion. At the end of that year
he was unexpectedly removed by the
Bishop, and in the confusion incident
to the sudden overturn of several
pastors, Bethany was left shepherd
less for six weeks, when Rev. Charles
E. Chandler, a student in the School
of Theology, was sent as a " supply"
by the presiding elder. He was re
ceived into the New England Con
ference the next spring, and remained
with the church three years, when he
was transferred to the Ohio Confer
ence.

Rev. Arakel H. Nazarian was the
next appointee, in 1897, and he
roundpd out a happy and prosperous
pastorate of five years. Optimistic,
judicious, zealous, an able preacher,
a wise pastor, a good financer, Mr.
Nazarian, with the untiring help of
his gifted wife, did a work for Beth
any Church that will never be for
gotten.

Rev. George Francis Durgin fol
lowed Mr. Nazarian in 1902, and for
two years wrought faithfully in uplift
ing the church on spiritual lines, his
work among the young people in the
Epworth League and the Sunday
School being especially noteworthy.

At the April Conference of the
present year (19°4) Rev. Isaac
Henry Packard was appointed pastor.
His long and honorable record as a
pr~acher and pastor gives Bethany
Church reason to feel proud and
grateful, and to anticipate a fruitful
pastorate.

Roslindale Baptist Cbqrcb.

By J. HERBERT WELD.

The first move towards forming a
Baptist Church in Roslindale was in
the spring of 1873 when John Weld
and Rev. Maj. H. F. H. Miller con·
suIted together, and a canvas of the
Baptist families was made. This re
sulted in the establishment of preach
ing services and a Sabbath School,
on the second floor of the Florence
Street Grammar School which was
then a building of two class rooms.
One evening service was held here,
at which the participants brought in
lamps to furnish the light. Being
denied the use of the school building
after a time, services were held in the
house of Amasa Wood at the corner
of Ashland and Florence Streets, and
in February, 1874, the third story hall
on South Street, at the head of Pop
lar Street, was secured

On March 13, 1875, a church was
formed with thirteen members, six of
whom are still living. The early years
of this little band were fraught with
many hardships and discouragements
which tended to make the members
very united. On June 17, 1877, five
candidates were baptized in the little
brook where it cr0sses Ashland Street
near the present church edifice. A
very iarge gathering witnessed this
ceremony. In 1883 land was pur
chased and on November 28, 1884,
the corner stone of the edifice was
laid. The vestries were finished on
June I, 1885 and here the church
worshipped until the auditorium with
a seating capacity of 375 was finished
and dedicated June 17, 1889. The
property cost '$ I7 ,000, and is owned
free of debt. The bell in the steeple
bears the following inscription: "Pre
sented to the Roslindale Baptist
Church by Samuel F. Dearbome in
memory of his late friend, Deacon
John Weld. Erected 1890'"

With view to future enlargement,
the Barton estate in the rear of the

church was purchased in 1897 and
used as a parsonage.

Four pastors have served the church
all in an able and efficient manner:
Rev. J~ M. Wyman, from 1884 to
1889; Rev. Erwin Dennett, from 1890
to 1893; Rev. Henry Hinckley, from
1893 to 1899 and Rev. R. B. Esten
from October I, 1900, to the present
time. At the age of five years the
church numbered thirty-four mem
bers; at ten years, seventy-five mem
bers; at twenty years, 290 members
and at present, 4 I ° members-

An important adjunct to the church
is the Sabbath School which occupies
vestries, auditorium and galleries, and
sadly needs larger accommoda
tions. Its membership is 450, in ad
dition to which is a Cradle Roll De
partment of thirty-one and a Home
Department of eighty-five members.
The church does not rent seats, but
is supported by voluntary contribu
tion of its members through the enve
lope system. There is collected each
year for all purposes including cur
rent expenses and benevolence, about
five thousand dollars.

REV. RICHARD B. ESTEN.

The pastor of the Roslindale Bap
tist Church, Rev. Richard B. Esten,
was born at North Attleboro, Mass.,
September 2, 1855. Here he received
a common school education, and was
graduated from the High School of
North Attleboro in 1872. He entered
the English and Classical School at
Providence, R. 1., and was graduated
in 1876. He was graduated from
Brown University in 188o; Newton
Theological Institute, 1886. His first
pastorate was in Amesbury. Mass.,
where he remained until 1891. Frcm

REV. RICHARD B. ESTEN

Photo hy Childs

1891 to 1900, he was pastor of the
Baptist Church at Westfield, Mass.,
and in 1900, Mr. Estell came to Ros
lindale. He was married at Antrim,
N. H., June I, 1886, to Miss Rose



the degree of A. M., and from Wor
cester College the degree of B. A..
and at the last commencement delh-
ered the baccalaureate sermon to the
students of his Alma Mater.

took it with the same vigor that
marked all his undertakings, and has
succeeded, not only to the satisfaction
of his largely increasing number of
parishioners, but the attention of
many outside the Commonwealth has
been called to his magnificent work.

He was brought into the public
eye by his ministrations to the small
pox patients of the city of Boston for
seven years. For the past eleven
years he has had charge of the relig
ious welfare of the inmates of the
Boston Insane Hospital. He also has
seen service among the U. S. soldiers
and at the close of the Spanish War
he spent some time at the hospital at
Montauk Point, where he was sent at
the instigation of the late lamented
Sherman Hoar. On the first Mon
day in September In 1897 Father
Cummins was a passenger on the
Steamer Lewiston returning to the
North with disabled soldiers, and
which was shipwrecked off Point
Judith, and it is a well-known fact,
that many of the invalided soldiers on
that ill-fated steamer owe their lives
to his coolness and courage.

Father Cummins' barbecues have
become noted allover the country,
but those who know of the every.day
work of this reverend gentleman
among his people, will ever revere his
memory. Outside of his own church
he is respected and esteemed as much
as he is held in reverence by his own
people. He is one of those men who
would make a success in any walk of
life, being an exceptionally good finan
cier, orator and man of breadth. He
has received from the Boston College

number of people, with slender re
sources. His task in building the
magnificent edifice, which will ever
remain a monument to his memory,
was a Herculean one; but he under-

REV. ]. F. BRODERICK

ST. THERESA'S CHGRCH

(CATHOLIC)

duties in 1888. Here he labored with
great success for a period of three
years and in 1891 went to Hopkin
ton, Mass., where he had charge of
the parish for two years. In 1893 he
came to establish the Church of the
Sacred Heart at Roslindale, where he
found a small parish of a limited

cial Seminary at Troy, N. Y., from
which he was ordained to the priest-
hood December, 1875. l>-

After some years of successful work
in the ministry as an assistant, he
was promoted to the pastorate at
Plymouth, where he commenced his

REV. JOHN F. CUMMINS

and immediately entered Boston Col
lege where he finished a four years'
course in the regular studies of that
institution in 1872.

His natural inclination for the duties
of religious work prompted him to
study for the priesthood, and after
leaving college he entered the Provin-

REV. JOHN F. CUMMINS.

The subject of thiS sketch was
born in Charlestown, Mass., Septem
ber 17, 1852 and received his early
training in the public schools of that
place. He completed his course at
the Charlestown High School in 1868

very artistIc combination of color.
The appointments of the church are
perfect and the seating capacity of
the structure is over one thousand.

Church of the Sacred Heart (Catholic).

This parish was for many years a
part of the Jamaica Plain parish and
it was not until 1891 that any prepa
ration was made for a separate parish.
In 1892 services were held in a tent
at irregular intervals and the first
Mass was said by Rev. Thomas Ma
gennis on Christmas day of that year.
It was not until Rev. Father Cummins
was appointed to this parish that
any definite plans were made for the
erection of the present magnificent
church. The corner stone was laid
the first Sunday of September, 1893,
by Archbishop Williams. From this
time the work progressed rapidly and
today this parish has a church which
is the equal of most city churches,
and is a monument of architectural
beauty. It is a Gothic structure. 138
feet in length and sixty-six feet in
width, built of Falston pressed brick
of buff color and is trimmed with
Longmeadow brown stone, making a

CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART, ROSLINDALE

only in his own congregation, but
among th...se who are not attendants
at his church. The long list of bap
tisms in his church testify to his
strength as a pastor, but his many
admirers among·.tne laymen of the
community testify as to his strength
as a broad, progn:ssive man of unusual
influence. He, not only serves his
church well, and draws toward him
those who are identified with sectarian
work, but he has a magnetism and
broad ideas which make his influence
felt among students of all kinds; and
his influence for good is not confined
by any means to his parishioners.

Upton, and they have four children,
three sons and a daughter.

Since coming to Roslindale, Mr.
Esten has made many friends, not



THE ROSLINDALE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITARIAN CHURCH, ROSLINDALE

Hall, on South Street, opposite Pop
hr, on Sunday, March 3, 1889, at
four in the afternoon. The preacher
was Rev. C. F. Dole of Jamaica Plain.
There was an attendance of about
fifty. Services were continued on
successive Sunday afternoons at the
same place and time, until the last of
June, the preachers generally being

The church over which Parker was
settled was an offshoot from the First
Church cf Roxbury, founded as early
as I 631. The meeting-house at Cen
tral was built of timbers taken from
an earlier structure which stood on
the old cemetery lot on Walter Street,
Roslindale, next the edge of the new
park system. The congregation that
gathered there had separated peace
ably from the parent church in 1712,
in order that they might establish a
place of worship nearer their homes.
Another similar group formed in 1770
the First Congregational Society of
Jamaica Plain, of which Mr. Dole is
the .present minister:. So the Roslin
.dale church is the fourth now bearing
the Unitarian name that has sprung
from the ..original Puritan ancestor.

It was a successor of Theodore
.Parker's, Rev. A: M. Haskell, who
first discerned the promise of a Ijberal
church in Roslindale. He had been
pastor in West Roxbury for about
twenty years, when failing health im
pelled him in 1899 to tender his res
ignation.Several families from this
neighborhood~ad been among his
parishioners, including Mr. E. T.
Bowthorpe, who had long served as
superintendent of his Sunday School.
The number of ·those known to be
interested did not seem large enough,
however, to warrant the starting of
another society, and none of the min
isters before whom Mr. Haskell laid
his plan offered him encouragement.
But the support of his friends, espec
ially Mr. Bowthorpe, and his own
faith in the future, upheld him in his
purpose.

The first Unitarian service ever
held in Roslindale was in Association

stands, though sadly dismantled, the
wooden meeting-house in which Theo
dore Parker's voice first uttered those
stirring thoughts that in after years
no church even of the Unitarian fel
lowship was broad enough to hear;
but whose echoes now make us glad
to acknowledge him one of the truest
of our prophets.

Roslindale, ten years ago, would
not perhaps have been regarded as a
promising field for Unitarian work.
There were already two strong Prot
estant churches here, the Methodist
and Baptist; and two others, the Con
gregational and the Episcopal, were
about to be established. But this was
historic ground for Unitarians. Less
than a mile away stood, and still

Roslindaie Unitarian Church.

church had increased to a member
ship of nearly 25.0, and a strong and
influential society been built up. The
church .. therefore owes much to the
untiring efforts of its organizer and
first leader.

The Rev.J. Spencer Voorhees was
next called to the pastorate, and was
duly installed on December 7, 1899'
The church was carrying a consider
able debt, and he at once took.steps
to free it from this burden. Success
crowned his efforts, and by the end of
1902, not only had the large debt
been wiped out, but funds raised for
a new pipe organ. Mr. Voorhees a~

cepted a call to the Congregational
Church at Adams, Mass., in October,
1903, and the church was again with
out a leader.

The present pastor, the Rev. James
Alexander, was at once called-from
Newport, N. B., by a unanimous vote,
and was installed Februaryz5, 1904.
He is a man of rare scholarly attain
ments and a strong leader. During
the past year a pipe organ has been
installed at a cost of over $3,000.
The present membership of the
church is about four' hundred.

Protestants. During his pastorate of
St. Mary's· he remodeIled the chapel
in Wrentham and built a parochial
residence in Foxboro.

In April, 1901, he was appointed
pastor of St. Theresa's Church, West
Roxbury, and since then has thor
oughly renovated the church and
grounds, greatly to the satisfaction
of his parishioners.

ten years and where his memory is
still revered. In November, 1890,
Archbishop Williams appointed .him
pastor of St. Mary's, Foxboro, and
the adjoining town of Wrentham.

For ten years he ministered to the
spiritual wants of the· Catholics of
both towns, and was highly respected
and honored by both Catholics and

Roslindale Congregational Church.

By SAMUEL F. CROWELL.

The Roslindale Congregational
Church was organized November 10,

1890, under the leadership of Rev.
Richard B. Grover, its first pastor.
For some months previous to this
time, and until the present church
edifice was built, services were held
in Association Hall. There were
sixty-seven original, or charter mem
bers, prominent among them being
the names of Wm. H. Warner, Geo.
Dame, A. K. Spaulding, S. P. Ridley,
Charles Dunham, Arthur Howland,
Harrison Dunham, W. J. Spaulding
and Wm. Stewart. Steps were soon
taken for the purchase of property on
which to build, and the land on Ash
land Street, on which the church now
stands, was purchased early in 1891.
Ground was broken for the new edifice
on August 2, 1893, and the building
was completed and dedicated October
27, 1896, at a cost of about $25,000.
During Mr. Grover's pastorate, which
ended in 1899 by his resignation, the

REV. J. F. BRODERICK.

Rev. J. F. Broderick, born in Chel
sea, Mass., in 1855, received his
early education in the public schools
of Charlestown. Leaving the Charles
town High School he matriculated at
Boston College, graduating therefrom,
with the degree of A. B., in 1877. In
1879 he received the degree of A.
M. from his Alma Mater. His theo
logical studies were made in the
Provincial Seminary, Troy, N. Y.,
where he was ordained a priest in
1881 by Archbishop Corrigan, at that
time coadjutor, cardinal archbishop
of New York. H is first appointment
was at St. Peter's parish, Cambridge,
Mass., where he labored zealously for

West Roxbury- became a parish, and
for a period covering four years was
under the guidance of Rev. Richard
Barry. At the close of his pastorate
it again became a mission and affili
ated with the St. Mary's Church at
Dedham. At the time Rev. Fathtr
Cummins was appointed to Roslindale,
in 1893, this mission was transferred
to his charge and remained a mission
of the Church of the Sacred Heart
until 1896, when Rev. Father Doyle
was appointed Pastor of St. Theresa's
Church. At his death, in April, 19°1,
the present pastor, Rev. J. F. Brod
erick, was appointed, and during his
three years' service has done much
for the advancement of his parish.

St. Theresa's Church (Catholic).

The St. Theresa's Church was built
about twenty-five years ago by Mon
signor Magennis, then pastor of the
St. Thomas Church at Jamaica Plain,
and was attached to that parish as
a mission' for several years. Later,
West Roxbury - the old village of
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REV. JASON FRANKLIN CHASE

tions were at once solicited and Mr.
and Mrs. M. A. Chandler contributed
and paid ever the sum of $50 which
secured the land. In October the
whole amount had been pledged and
nearly all paid into the treasury.

The deed was gained by giving a
church note for a small balance of
uncollected subscriptions.

At a quarterly Conference held the
same month a building committee
was chosen consisting of Mr. J. A.

Dennett, Mr. James Needham, Jr.,
Mr. George M. Joy and Mr. Henry
F. Everett. Plans for a chapel, with
in a safe limit of cost, were imme
diately considered.

The contract was placed with Mr.
W. S. Mitchell. The building
commenced immediately, was com.·"""".
pleted January I, 1890, at a cost of
$29°0, the trustees placing a mortgage
of $2500 on the property.

It was first used for divine service
on the Sabbath of January 5, 1890'
A formal dedication with appropriate
exercises took place two weeks later
on the 19th.

The dedicatory sermon was preached
by Bishop R. S. Foster to an audience
filling the chapel, from the friends of
the enterprise in the vicinity. The
offerings pledged amounted to over
$600.

Rev. Mr. Powell was succeeded in
the spring of 1890 by Rev. Edward
H. Todd of Boston University from
an Iowa conference who remained as
our pastor for three years. During
his term of service the church bought
a small lot of land adjoining on Park
Street at a cost of $1000.

This addition made the church lot
just 100 feet square. Rev. Mr. Todd
returned west in the spring of 1893.
He was followed by Rev. W. B.
Hollingshead of Boston University
from an Ohio Conference. He served
as pastor till February, 1896. While
he was with us the church built a
parsonage on a part of the combined
church lot fronting on Park Street at

Wesley Memorial Church.

By HENRY F. EVERETT.

The Wesley Memorial M. E. Church
of West Roxbury was the outgrowth
of an earnest desire on the part of
the people in the community for a
more hearty and spirited presentation
of the truths of the gospel of Christ.

It was suggested, in fact planned
and assisted by the brethren of the
Bethany M. E. Church at Roslindale.
The pastor of that church, Rev.
Garrett Beekman preached the first
sermon in furtherance of this plan at
Anawan Hall, Central Station, (now
Bellevue,) on the afternoon of Novem
ber 19, 1887. After several Sunday
services conducted or provided for
by him, Rev. Elmer E.Powell a student
from Illinois at the Boston University
School of Theology commenced
preaching at the Hall, December 18th
or 25th. He continued these services
regularly, and also devoted his spare
time to calling at the homes of neigh
boring people who were either Metho
dists, or not attendants at any particu
lar church. The Roslindale brethren
kindly assumed the rent of the Hall,
allowing collections taken at services
to be given to Mr. Powell.

This arrangement was continued
about a year or until January I, 1889.

The mission grew steadily, assisted
more or less at services by attendants
from the parent church at Roslindale.
In March, J888, a weekly prayer
meeting was commenced, meeting at
private houses as appointed, on
WednesdayeveIlings. On the 29th of
April following, a Sunday School was
organized at the close of the preach
ing services, at which time Mr.
James Meedham, Jr., was elected
Superintendent, and Henry F.
Everett, Secretary and Treasurer.
The first session of the school was
held at the Hall, the next Sabbath,
May 6th, at 2 o'clock P. M.

From the very beginning an
especial blessing seemed to accom
pany every effort and many were
awakened and converted,· inactive
Christians roused and quickened to
new life.

The church was formally organized
by a quarterly Conference held on the
evening of August IS, 1888, at the
house of Mr. Everett on Park Street.

The presidi ng Elder of the district
Dr. George S. Chadbourne was in
charge of the meeting, Dr. Daniel
Dorchester then pastor of the Ros
lindale M. E. Church being present.
In the autumn of that year the mem
bership began to feel strongly the need·
of a chapel for a church home.

The first plan was to put up a
temporary building on leased ground
to cost perhaps $800.

This idea however was not very satis
factory, and soon gave way to the
more deliberate one of securing a
good building lot centrally located.
On May 20, 1889 the trustees voted
with the approval of the whole church
to purchase a lot on Park Street,
corner of March Avenue, size 60 by
100 feet, costing $15°0. Subscrip-

ent church is built. Ground was first
broken on October loth, and on
November 28th the corner-stone was
laid, with addresses by Mr. Haskell,
Rev. Edward A. Horton and Rev.
Minot J. Savage.

Mr. Metcalf was a busy preacher
and pastor. Besides giving constant
attention to the construction of the
church, he held two services on Sun
days.

On Wednesday evening, October
4, 1893, the church was dedicated.
The program contains the names of
Mr. Metcalf, Rev. F. W. Pratt, Mr.
Horton and Dr. (then Mr.) Savage,
who had all been present at the laying
of the corner-stone j and in addition,
those of Mr. Dole, Rev. C. G. Ames,
Rev. W. H. Lyon and Rev. A. W.
Littlefield. Two hymns were sung,
written for the occasion by Mr. Horton
and Mrs. Stebbins. On the next
Sunday Mr. Metcalf, after a ministry
of about a year and a half, preached
his farewell sermon, and left to accept
a call to Burlington, Vt. Early in
January of 1894 Rev. C. F. Nicholson
was installed as pastor of the church.
Mr. Nicholson remained in Roslindale
but little over a year, under some
what disheartening circumstances.
Problems and difficulties arising out
of the erection of the church build
in6 were unsettled, and though he
worked hard and faithfully to meet
the conditions as he saw them,
his efforts were not wholly suc
cessful.

In September 1895, Rev. Richard
W. Boynton was ordained and installed
as pastor. His services covered a

period of five years and during that
time through his energy and the able
assistance of several social organiza
tions considerable money was raised
and paid into the church. He
resigned in 1900 and on January I,

19°1, Rev. William H. Alexander, was
installed.

On Sunday, September 25, 1904,
Mr. Alexander tendered his resignation
in order to take a special course of
study at Yale College.

1.'

those who occupied the West Roxbury
pulpit in the morning. During the
summer, Knights of Honor Hall on
Washington Street was built, and
here services were resumed after its
completion on the seventeenth of No
vember. Rev. Grindall Reynolds, at
that time Secretary of the American
Unitarian Association, preached to a
large congregation. The plan of or
ganizing a Unitarian Society was now
laid before the people by Mr. Haskell,
and soon active measures to this end
were set on foot. There were vari
ous delays on account of the sick
ness of Mr. Bowthorpe, so it was not
until March 18, 1890 that a meeting
was finally held at Mr. Bowthorpe's
house on Poplar Street, to perfect
the organization and give it legal
form.

Eleven persons were present at the
meeting, Rev. A. M. Haskell, Mr. E.
L. Goodwin, Elias F. Bowthorpe,
Matthew H. Fossett, Dr. J. W. Bos
worth, Harriet C. Young, Nancy G.
Houghton, Ellen J. Davis, John E.
Wiggin, Della G. Wiggin and S. Louise
Durant. In the latter part of the same
year the church began to make ar
rangements for a pastor of its own
and early in 189 I induced Mr. Has
kell to accept the position. In the
fall of 189 I the smaller and more at
tractive Fairview Hall having been
built, was secured for services, which
were held there until the church was
finished.

In March Mr. Haskell, whose
strength had been slowly failing,
resigned, to the great sorrow of his
people, some of whom had known and

loved him as minister and friend for
many years j and on April 25, Rev.
Joel H. Metcalf came to take regular
charge of the growing church.

Under Mr. Metcalf's efficient
leadership, the work of securing a
lot of land and erecting a church
building, already projected, went
rapidly forward. On a Sunday in
July.of 1892 the congregation, after
the morning service, walked up in a
body to see the lot on which the pres-
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a cost of $2625, placing on It a mort
gage of $2500.

The building committee consisted
of Mr. Sylvanus Holbrook, Mr. John
Fisher and Mr. Henry F. Shaw with
the pastor as chairman. The build
ing was erected by Mr. S. H. Whit
taker.

Following the Rev. Mr. Hollings
head, Rev. D. P. Holt, a student
of the University in this city, from
a Kentucky Conference, was our
pastor.

During the two years of his pasto
rate or on January 5th, J 898, assisted
by the generous gift of $ I 000 from
~Ir. Arthur McArthur, the church
paid off the mortgage of $25°°
placed on the chapel when it was
erected. In the spring of 1898 Rev.
~Ir. Holt returned to his home con
ference.

By this time it was felt that the
interests of the church required the

services of a pastor who could give
his whole time to the work and Rev.
_-\lbert L. Squier was stationed here
by conference. He remained two
years and was followed in the spring
of 1900 by Rev. W. F. Lawford for
one year.

In April 1901 the work was taken
up by Rev. J. Frank Chase, our pres
ent pastor, who is now in his fourth
year with us.

It may briefly be said of the work
of our successive pastors. from the
organization of the church till now,
that the position it holds in the com
munity today, represents their earnest
and self-sacrificing labors.

REV. JASON FRANKLIN CHASE.

The present pastor of the Wesley
~Iemorial M. E. Church, is Jason

Franklin Chase, who was born in
Boston, Mass., March 7, 1872. At
an early age his parents moved to
Everett, Mass., and later to North
Yarmouth, Me., and the benefit of
farm life helped to furnish him
with a robust constitution. When
he was only eight years of age
his parents returned to Boston, and
his early education was received in
the public schools of Boston and
Chelsea. He was graduated from the
Chelsea High School in 1892. De
ciding to fit himself for ministerial
work, he entered Wesleyan University
at Middletown, Conn., from which he
was graduated in 1896. Later he
attended Boston University Theolog
ical School and received his degree of
S. T. B. in 1901. During his studies
at the latter institution he supplied
the pulpit at the Methodist Church in
Essex, Mass., and immediately upon
his graduation he came to West Rox-

t

bury, where he has since held the
pastorate of the Wesley Memorial
M. E. Church. On his arrival he found
a small parish, with a much smaller
church building, and immediately laid
plans for an enlargement of both. A
building committee was formed, of
which Mr. Chase was made chairman,
and through his energy and persever
ance this Society has now in course
of construction one of the handsomest
and best appointed church edifices in
this district. He is a member of the
Itinerants Club of Boston, a club de
voted to the work of the pulpit and its
associations.

He married, June 19, 1901, Miss
Bertha E. Newell, who for many years
held the position of church soloist in
Springfield, Mass., and vicinity, and
they have one child, a son, Jason
Newell.

Emmanuel Episcopal Church.

By REV. SAMUEL SNELLING.

The first steps towards the forma
tion of an Episcopal Church in the
district between Roslindale and Ded
ham were taken in October, 1892.
The following notice was then printed
and sent to all who might be interested:

" It is requested that all persons of
West Roxbury, who are interested in
starting an Episcopal Church at High
land Station shall meet at Highland
Hall, on Tuesday evening, October
25, at 7.30 o'clock, when matters of
interest will be presented." At the
meeting held at the time and place
proposed it was decided to begin the
6ervices without delay. The first
services were on Sunday afternoon in
the Methodist Chapel, which was
most kindly and courteously offered
for use on these occasions. The
clergymen who officiated were the
Rev. Rowland Hale, Rector at Ros
lindale, and the Rev. William Osgood
Pearson. After a few Sundays, High
land Hall was secured for the use of
the congregation and morning services
were begun by the Rev. Mr. Pearson
who had been appointed to special
charge of the work by the Rt. Rev.
Phillips Brooks, then Bishop of the
Diocese. In January, 1893, the fol
lowing officers were elected by the
congregation: C. E. Kingsbury,
Warden; W. B. Blakeman, Secretary;
C. L. Smith, Treasurer. Early in the
Spring measures were taken for
building a church on land given by Mr.
W. B. Blakeman; plans were procured
and a contract given out. F. J.
Herthel, Jr., C. L. Smith and Andrew
Cassidy were appointed trustees.
The architect was the Rev. H. G.
Wood. Work on the foundation of
the church was begun in June, 1893,
and the corner-stone was laid on July
17th by the Rev. Dr. Lindsay, Rector
of St. Paul's Church, Boston. The
total cost of the church building, in
cluding inside furnishings was about
$10,000. The Rev. William Osgood
Pearson continued as Rector until his
death in June, 1900. During his
Rectorship the congregation was
organized as a Parish of the Episcopal
Church, and admitted into union with
the Diocesan Convention. Mr. Pear
son was an earnest worker and a most
faithful pastor, and his work in build;
mg l'p the Parish will always be re
membered. Great credit is also due
to Mr. F. J. Herthel for his generous
support and unremitting interest. In
October, 1900, the Rev. Samuel
Snelling, Rector of St. Thomas'
Church, Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania,
was called to the Rectorship of the
Parish. He entered upon his work
in West Roxbury, in December, 1900,
and has remained as Rector of Em
manuel Church to the present time.

A much-needed parish-house was
completed in November, 1901, and
has been of indispensable service to
the Parish. The building furnishes a
me~ting place for the Sunday School
and for the various church guilds and
societies. Lectures and entertain-

ments of various kinds are among
the frequent uses to which the parish
house is applied. In December,
1903, an attractive and commodious
rectory which had been in process of
construction for several months, was
finished and occupied by the Rector
dnd his family. The rectory is on the
church grounds and makes a most
desirable addition to the property (If
the Parish. The total cost was about
$7,000. Much good work has been
accomplished by the Women's Guild
and the St. Mary's Guild, two paro
chial organizations through whose

REV. SAMUEL SNELLING

efforts several hundred dollars have
been raised annually for the reduc
tion of the debts upon the parish
property. The other agencies for
church work are the Girls'Friendly
Society, the Women's Auxiliary, the
Altar Guild, and the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew. All these have done
excellent work.

The number of communicants is at
present 152. The c Wardens of the
Parish are Richard Cadman and F. J.
Herthel; and the following gentlemen
are now members of the C vestry;
Josiah H. Quincy; Secretary; J.
Adams Brown, Treasurer; G. W.
Rollins, F. H. Newton, Augustus H.
Kelley, B. Preston Clark, Henry S.
Walkins and F. O. Swallow. The
services on Sundays are Holy Com
munion at 8 a. m.; Morning Prayer
and sermon at IO.45 a. m.; Evening
Prayer and sermon at 7.30 p. m.
There is service every Friday evening
at 7,3°, followed 'by the Rector's
Bible Class. Emmanuel Church has
been noted for its good music, and
the choir, under the able direction of
Mr. William Alexander, has made the
services of the church very attractive
from a musical point of view.

REV. SAMUEL SNELLING.

The present Rector of the Emman
uel Church, the Rev. Samuel Snelling,
was born in Boston, January, 14, 1857.
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His education was received at the St.
Paul School at Concord, N. H., and
Harvard Univer~ityat Cambridge, and
he was graduated from the latter
institution in the class of 1879. In
1882 he was graduated from the
Episcopal Theological School at
Cambridge with the degree of S. T. B.,
and immediately entered upon his
duties in the church. His first
appointment was at St. John's Church
at Charlestown, Mass., where he was
assistant minister in 1882 and 1883.
During the latter year he became
Rector of Grace Church at Amherst,
Mass., and here he labored with
unqualified success for a period of

five years. Mr. Snelling then moved
to Providence, R. 1. and from 1888 to
1890 was Rector of St. Paul's Church
in that city. In 1890 he was chosen
Rector of St. Thomas' Church in
Whitemarsh, Pa., a noted church in
the suburbs of Philadelphia, and here
his ability was greatly appreciated by
a large and prosperous congregation
for a period of ten years, and their
loss was our gain, when in 1900 Mr.
Snelling came to Emmanuel Church
at 'West Roxbury. Mr. Snelling is
a genial and agreeable man of liberal
ideas and his stay in West Roxbury
cannot help but be of advantage to
his church. On April 23, 1903, he
married Miss Eugenia P. Meneeley of
Troy, N. Y., and they reside at the
rectory, 62 Stratford Street.

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church:

In the year 1881, Mr. J. Adam
Yolk, one of the elders of the German
Trinity Lutheran Church, Roxbury,
began a German Sunday School in his
home in Mt. Hope. He was assisted

by Adam Zielfelder and August Scholz.
This noble Christian undertaking was
zealously encouraged and helped by
the Rev. A. Biewend, the pastor of
Trinity Church. Through his efforts
the use of the old school-house on
Poplar Street was obtained from the
city. Here the school increased rap
idly, and in January, 1886, a society
calling itself the Bethlehem Evangelical
School Society was organized. The
Rev. Mr. Biewend was elected presi
dent, and Mr. Volk vice-president and
superintendent of the school.

Unfortunately the city again needed
the old school building, and new
quarters had to be sought. Bethany

Methodist Church kindly opened its
doors to the homeless school, and gave
it the free use of one of its rooms. For
over a year sessions were held there.
It however became evident that for
the successful carrying on of its work
the Society m\lst have a building of
it3 own. At this critical juncture, a
friend of the cause and member of
Trinity Church advanced $2,200 on
very easy terms. Land was purchased
at the corner of Kittredge and Clifton
Streets, and a humble chapel erected.
In September, 1887, the services of
dedication took place and the Society
entered its own home. The Rev. Mr.
Biewend also began monthly German
services on Sunday afternoons.

Soon after the founding of the
Society, a Ladies' Society was organ
ized, of which Mrs. A. Buehler was
president for many years. This society
did great work, and it was especially
through its untiring efforts that the
debt was decreased from year to year,
until finally. in the year 1895, the
last instalment of the mortgage was
paid. The chapel was now free. But
t10urishing churches cannot as a rule

continue long without debt and im
provements. The original structure
was quite humble; there was also no
appropriate place for holding the
meetings of the Ladies' Society. It
was, therefore, resolved to build an
addition. The same kind friend of
the cause again advahced the neces
sary funds on easy terms. In 1897,
the renovated and enlarged building
was rededicated by solemn services.
The new addition was larger than the
original building. During the next
years, however, there came a gradual
falling off in the school despite the
efforts of the old faithful workers. At
one time more than a hundred scholars
attended the school. The falling off
was primarily due to the fact that the
number of Germans moving to Roslin
dale was few; that the children had
not the love for the German language
which the fathers had, and that most
of the children of the second genera
tion had little or no knowledge of the
German language, and desired to hear
in their own language the wonderful
deeds of God.

In September, 1899, the Rev. J.
Frederic Wenchel was sent as English
missionary to Boston. He opened up
services in the chapel at Roslindale,
and in January, 1900, an English
Lutheran congregation was organized,
with following as charter members:
J. Adam Yolk, John W. Wolfrum, V. J.
Oberlander, F. \". Krone, Tobias
Braun, P. G. Rutherford, Henry J.
Miiller, Chas. H. Wolffe, William A.
Volk, Herman A. Scholz, Henry Haus
mann, J. Anthon Scholz and j. Fred
eric Wenchel. The School Society
went over into this new body, which
also became the heir of all its property.
In the spring of 1903, through the
liberality of members and friends, and
especially through the efforts of Mrs.
Bertha Pfaff, the chapel was freed of
all debt.

The congreg-ation has increased not
rapidly, hut steadily. .Its finances are
in excellent condition; there is not
only no debt, but a slight surplus
deposit in bank. The officers of
Bethlehem Church at the present time
are, Mr. Paul Kanold, president; Mr.
Herman A. Sholz, vice-president; Mr.
Louis Leussler, secretary; Mr. J. An
thon Scholz, treasurer; Messrs. J.
Adam Volk, T. Braun and August
Weber, elders; Messrs. F. W. Krone,
P. J. Rutherford and V. J. Oberlander,
trustees. Mr. August Weber is super
intendent of the Sunday Sch()ol. Con·
nected with the congregation there is
a Ladies'Sewing Circle, Mrs. Henry
Wagner, president; a Ladies' Aid
Society; a Young People's Society,
Miss M. Rothfuchs, president, and a
Sunday School Teachers' Association.
Miss A. Theisinger conducts in the
vestry a German Saturday-school, in
which the rudiments of the German
language are taught. Mr. Volk, the
father of the original school, who,
down to the organization of the English
congregation, acted as superintendent
of the German Sunday School, is full of
joy that his labour and the labour of
his faithful helpers has not been in

vain, but by the blessing of God ha\'c
resulted in a flourishing congregation.
He is an esteemed member of the
new organization, guides it with his
wise counsel and labours for its welfare
with devotion and zeal.

The Lutheran Church is still domi
nated by the conservative spirit which
characterized the Reformation of Dr.

REV, J. F. WENCHEL

Martin Luther, who retained of the
historical treasures of the church all
that was in accordance with the apos
tolic and Christ spirit. As of old, she
stands for the Bible as the inspired
word of God, the only rule of faith
and life; for Jesus Christ and Him
crucified as the heart of the Christian
religion; for the complete separation
of Church and State. Her worship
is a happy medium between a painful
simplicity and excessive forms. Her
government is congregational. She is
the fourth largest Christian church
body in the United States, and the
largest Protestant denomination in
the world.

REV, J. FREDERIC WENCHEL.

Rev. J. Frederic Wenchel, pastor
of Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church, \Vas born at Baltimore, Md.,
September 29, 1874. He received
his first education in a private school,
and took a two years' course in the
Baltimore Manual Training School;
later attended the Baltimore City
College, and was graduated in the
class of 1895, of which he was presi
dent.

He then began his theological
studies at Concordia Seminary, in
St. Louis, Mo., taking a post graduate
course at Harvard University.

His first charge was at Tampa,
Fla., and he came to the church at
Roslindale in September, 1899, where
he has since devoted himself to the
welfare of his parish. An earnest
student in his chosen field, Mr. Wen
chel devotes his spare time to the
gaining of knowledge of the Bible and

I
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ment of his church. His duties are
given every attention, and much of
his official work comes from families
outside of his own church society;

Upham Memorial Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The begifining of the M. E. Church
at Forest Hills dates back only to
1891, when cottage prayer meetings
were held by families of the district.

from people who admire him as a
man of God.

On October 22, 1893, Rev. Frederick
N. Upham, the pastor of the Bethany
Church at Roslindale, together with a
small band of helpers from his own
church, held the first Sunday service

record of the name of the late Robert
Cadman, Esq., of Boston, father ofthe
first Rector. It is owing to his munifi
cent liberality that the parish four. d
itself free of a building debt, possessed
of a commodious Rectory and the
nucleus of an endowment fund.

Parish property, land exclusive of
buildings $3,235.00; Church building
$8,000; Rectory $3,5°0; Endowment
fund (invested) $7,oQo.

UPHAM MEMORIAL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

REV. J. WYNNE JONES.

Rev. J. Wynne Jones was born near
Bangor, Wales, England, and his early
education was received at the church
school of that town. He afterward
attended the Bryn Owen Hall,
Menai Bridge, The Friar's School,
Bangor, King Edward VI. School at
Wrexham, and St. Augustine's College
at Canterbury. He came to America
in 188-.

Preparation for the ministry was
made at Seabury Divinity School at
Faribault, Minn., and he was ordained
Deacon by Bishop H. B. Whipple, in
1887. In 1888, Mr. Jones was or
dained Priest by Bishop M. N. Gilbert.
After a few months of missionary
work at Glencoe, Minn., he became
Rector of St. Mark's Church at Lake
City, Minn., in the spring of 1888.
He remained here three years, and
November I, 1890, became Rector of
the Church of the Good Shepherd at
Chicago, Ill. On November I, 1897,
Mr. Jones came to Boston to take the
position of Assistant Rector at the
Church of the Advent. In April,
1900, he assumed charge of the

Church of Our Saviour, at Roslindale,
his present Rectorship.

Mr. Jones is a genial and interest
ing speaker, and his stay in Roslin
dale has done much for the improve-

Archibald Codman of Boston, a young
man recently ordained, was appointed
to the church. It was during his
pastorate that the real structural work

of the parish was effected. The
Mission was organized into a parish
May 21, 1889 and the Church and
Rectory built. In 1891 the Rev. Mr.
Codman passed from earth's labors
to higher realms of activity, having
given all his earthly ministry to the
Church of Our Saviour. He was a
man of singular simplicity of life, a
pastor devoted to the spiritual inter
ests of his flock, a sympathizing friend
to all in trouble and one whose pure
life endeared him to all who knew
him. "He being dead yet speaketh."
July 27, 189 I, the Rev. Rowland
Hale was called to the Rectorate.
During his incumbency the Church
was consecrated by Bishop Phillips
Brooks, November 5, 1891. The
strength of the parish increased,
important improvements were made
in the Church fabric and memorials
to the late Rector were placed in the
Church. Mr Hale resigned February
12, 1895 after a very successful and
useful service.

April 6, 1896, the Rev. E. F. H. J.
Masse became Rector. Under him
the parish continued to accumulate
strength. February 8, 1900, Mr.
Masse left to take other and larger
work leaving behind him a congrega
tion in their sad breavement and
with memories of a faithful and up
right Rector.

February 14, the present Rector was
called. During his tenure of office im
portant improvements have been made
in the interior of the church. The
history of the Church of Our Saviour
would be incomplete without the

REV. J. WYNNE JONES

ROSLINDALE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Church of Our Saviollr, Episcopal.

was yet a Mission, Mr. Hewlett ren
dered very valuable service in laying
the foundation of the after structure.
In ~larch,I888,Mr. Hewlett resigned.
In June of the same year the Rev.

its history, and has recently returned
from a trip -of research in Europe.
He is secretary of the Evangelical
Synod of Missouri and other States.

The first service of continued work
of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in Roslindale was held in Association
Hall, September 20, 1885, the Rev.
.L c. Hewlett officiating. During the
i:lfancy of the enterprise and while it
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population and the progressive spirit
in which these schools are adminis
tered, make them among the most de
sirable of the Boston grammar schools.

LOEA PARKER HOWARD

Charles Sumner School, Roslindale.

By L. P. HOWARD.

The Charles Sumner School on
Ashland Street was built in 1876,
Previously all the grammar school

twelve hundred primary pupils and
three hundred kindergartners. Three
of the four grammar buildings are of
recent construction, with all the im
provements which enter into modern
school houses. Of the eight primary
buildings, three are new, while the
others date back to the years wher.
West Roxbury was a town.

There are three primary schools in
the Charles Sumner District - the
Florence Street, the Stephen M. Weld
and the Canterbury Street. There are
two kindergartens in the District, one
in the Florence Street School, and one
in the Stephen M. Weld.

The Phineas Bates School ~n Beech
Street is the only primary building in
the Longfellow District. There are,
however, several primary classes in
the Longfellow School on Hewlett
Street, while other classes are provided
in outside buildings. There is a kin
dergarten in the basement of the
Unitarian Church.

In the Robert G. Shaw District, the
primary schools are the Mt. Vernon,
the Harry Vane and the Washington
Street in Germantown. There are
kindergartens in the Robert ,G. Shaw
and Baker Street Schools.

The new Francis Parkman receives
its grammar pupils from the Washing
ton Street School, near Forest Hills,the
Canterbury Street Frimary and from
primary classes in its own building.

Wherever long distances make it
advisable, it is the custom to provide
accommodations for the lower gram
mar grades in the primary building
near the homes of the pupils.

Both the character of the school

THE SCHOOLS.

Normal University at Ada, Ohio, a
preparatory school, and entered the
Ohio Wesleyan University at Dela
ware, Ohio, in 1895, from which he
was graduated in 1898. The follow
ing two years he served in the pulpit
of the M. E. Church at East Ken
ton, Ohio, and in 1900 entered Boston
University School of Theology from
which he was graduated in 1903.
During his school work at the latter
institution Mr. Powell supplied at
Ayer Junction and at the First Meth
odist Episcopal Church of Dorchester,
and after receiving his degree was
appointed to the Methodist Episcopal
Church at Forest Hills.

The present pastor of the Upham
Memorial M. E. Church, Rev. W. H.
Powell, was born near Findlay, Ohio,
and received his early training in a
country school. He attended the Ohio

REV. W. H. POWELL.

The grammar, primary and kinder
garten pupils of Roslindale and West
Roxbury are grouped into three Dis
tricts, each under the direction of a
master. The Charles Sumner and
Longfellow Districts are in Roslindale,
and the Robert G. Shaw District in
West Roxbury. A fourth District will
undoubtedly be'. made in a few years
with the Francis Parkman School on
Walk Hill Street as a centre. This
will prove a great convenience to the
children living in the vicinity of Forest
Hills. These Districts are peculiarly
fortunate in having all the privileges
of the best Boston schools, while their
suburban surroundings make it pos
sible to grant the pupils more freedom
and fewer arbitrary restrictions than
are necessary in 'the thickly settled
portions of the city proper.

In these four Districts there are
about two thousand grammar pupils,

interested and gave generously toward
the building of the church.

From April 1902 to October 1903,
Rev. George S. Painter served as
pastor and he was followed by Rev.
Webster H. Powell, the present pastor

.finishings are worthy of special men
tion. On the large Rose window are
the names of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
H. Currier and Mr. and Mn:; Moses
W. Merrill. Mrs. B. H. Currier, though
she was neither a Methodist nor a resi
dent of Forest Hills, was greatly

CHARLES SUMNER SCHOO~ ROSUNDALE

The parish is now in a flourishing
condition and although the member
ship is not yet large, many of the res
idents of this section are attendants,
and the duties of the pastor necessi
tate the ordinary labor, which would
actually devolve upon a society of
twiCe the number.

in Columbian Hall at 3740 Washing
ton Street. Great credit is due to
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Whitcomb, Mr.
and Mrs. J. L. Wetmore, Dr. J. S. H.
Leard, Mr. and Mrs. George S. H.
Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Lyon,
Miss Annie Clark, Miss Annie Hebb,
Miss Sadie E. Felch, Miss Lizzie
Worley, Miss Alice Cookson and Mrs.
L. G. Ramsdell, for their able assist
ance in the early work of the mission.

In November 1893, Rev. Robert C.
Clark took charge of the mission. A
Sunday school was organized of which
Dr. J. S. H. Leard was appointed
superintendent, a position which he
has ably filled to the present time.

From April 1895 to April 1896 the
mission was in charge of four students
from the School of Theology at Boston
University, viz.: Rev. Mr. Meagher,
Rev. F. D. Torry, Rev. Mr. Berger
and Rev. Benjamin Rist.. On October
30, 1895, Dr. J. H. Mansfield, presid
ing elder of Boston district, organized
a Methodist Episcopal Church with
ten members and two probationers.

In April 1896 Rev. George B.
Dean became pastor and during his
pastorate the church building was
completed. In September of the
same year the Young People's Society
of Christian Endeavor was organized
and December 29th a building com
mittee was appointed. Up to April
1899 the Society had been greatly
aided by Mr. Moses W. Merrill and
the City Missionary and Church Ex
tension Society, but on that date the
Society became self-supporting. In
February 1899, the land fOr the

•church building was purchased, and
on December 25th of the same year
the corner stOrie was laid.

On May 27, 1901, the vestry of
the church was opened for service.
The. building is an artistic one, and
the richness and workmanship of the



ROBERT G. SHAW SCHOOL, WEST ROXBURY

STEPHEN M. WELD SCHOOL, ROSLINDALE

pupils of Roslindale went to the
wooden building now used for a pri
mary school on· Florence Street. For
yea;s the graduating classes from the
new schoolhouse were small, number
ing less than a score of children, and
only a few of the rooms in the build
ing were occupied. Many citizens
felt that so large a building as this

E. EMMONS GROVER

ten-room schoolhouse was a piece of
foolish extravagance, but Roslindale
has proved so attractive a place of
residence that its school population
Dot only fills the Charles Sumner
schoolhouse, but also the Longfellow,
Phineas Bates, and Stephen M. Weld,
containing in all twenty class rooms,
while temporary accommodations are

prm'ided in outside buildings for
5e\'eral more classes. The number
of grammar school graduates from
the two Roslindale school districts is
about one hundred and fifty each
vear. Two-thirds of this number
~ntinue their education in the various
high schools of the City.

In the Charles Sumner District at
present, there are six hundred gram
mar school pupils, four hundred
primary pupils and one hundred
children attending the kindergarten.
They are located in four buildings,
the Charles Sumner, Stephen M.
Weld, Florence Street Primary, and
Canterbury Street Primary. There
are thirty instructors, including the
principal and the special teachers of
sewing, cooking and wood-working.

The purely residential character of
Roslindale renders it possible to
administer its schools so as to give
the pupils the benefit of the freedom
of the best suburban schools and the
advantages of the city system. The
country life which most of the chil
dren have, makes the.m unusually
friendly and helpful to their class
mates and teachers.

Out from the various schools of
Roslindale there go each year, a large
number of earnest young people,
ready with good habits and a resolute
spirit, to undertake the great task of
making their lives worthy and succes
ful.

LOEA PARKER HOWARD.

Loea Parker Howard, principal of
the Charles Sumner School, was born
in Reading, Massachusetts, where his
mother's ancestors settled more than
two hundred years ago. After gradu
ating from the local high school, he
began his life work by teaching one
of the small district schools of that
town. Finding this occupation con
genial and feeling the need of further
preparation he entered the Bridge
water Normal School, taking the four
yeaIs' course, and graduating in I88!.

Immediately after graduating he
secured a position in the Harvard
Grammar School, Charlestown. In
January, 1883, he was elected sub
master of the Mather School at
Meeting House Hill, Dorchester.

After thirteen years' service as sub
master in Dorchester, and a six

months' term in Roslindale, Mr.
Howard was elected principal of the
Charles Sumner School, June, 1897.
He is a member of the Massachusetts
Schoolmasters' Club and is a vice
president of the Bridgewater Alumni
Association.

Inheriting a fondness for music, he
has given much leisure time to singing.

In his twenty-first year he was direct
ing a quartette and chorus choir in
his native town, and until recently
has sung and directed the music in
some of the large churches in the
vicinity of Boston. He has been a
member of the Apollo Club of Boston
for fifteen years and was also the
baritone of the Mozart and Apollo
Quartettes of that city.

Mr. Howard is a resident of Hyde
Park, and his summer vacations are
spent with his family in their seaside
home at Christmas Cove, Maine.

E. EMMONS GROVER.

Mr. E. Emmons Grover, who was
recently elected master of the Ll)well
School has been a resident of Ward 23
for the past fifteen years. He was
born in Foxboro, and received his
early education in the schools of that
town and later in Medfield, whither
the family had removed. His father
was Mr. William B. Grover, whose
ancestors were English Quakers that
settled in Mansfield about 1700 and
his mother, Julia A. Temple, was a
native of Vermont.

After leaving the school in Med
field, Mr. Grover entered the employ
of his father, who was a hat manu
facturer of that place, and continued
in this employment for three years.
Not finding it to his liking he resolved
to fit himself for a teacher, and
accordingly entered the Bridgewater
State Normal School, where he took
the four years' advanced course
graduating in 1880. Immediately
after graduation he was appointed
principal of the Plainville Grammar
School, and later of the Medfield
Grammar School, which he soon
raised to the rank of a high school,
and during his administration two

classes were graduated from a three
years' course. While there, he was
discovered by Mr. George A. Walton
of the State Board of Education, and
advised to take the Boston examina
tions for teachers. This advice was
followed and soon after receiving his
certificate Mr. Francis A. Morse of
the SherwIn School, Roxbury, invited

him to become his second sub-master.
A promotion to first sub-master soon
followed and after eight vears' service
in that school he was transferred to
the same position in the Charles
Sumner School, when Mr. L. P.
Howard was appointed master.

Since his connection with the
Charles Sumner School Mr. Grover
has shown marked ability as a teacher,
and his influence as a sub-master has
left its imprint upon many characters,

W. E. C. RICH

who are now the better young men and
women for having been under his care.
Not only do the children love and
respect him, but many of the mothers
and fathers of his pupils have become
acquainted with him through their
children, and have come to appreciate



and how to keep a high standing in
his class.

About one third of the school time
was spent in teaching, and by board
ing himself part of the time, he suc
ceeded in getting through, very little
in debt.

At graduation he was offered the
position of classical teacher at the
New Hampton Literary Institute, N.
H., and for more than five years he
was engaged in teaching the Latin
and Greek languages to a class of
noble young men and women. In the
fall of 1875 word came thatthere was
to he a vacancy of usher in the Law
rence Grammar School, South Bos
ton, and he was urged to apply for the
position. What should he do? Where
he was his work was agreeable, his
associations congenial, and the pros
pect of steady employment. Should
he leave these and enter upon a new
life in a city with all its uncertainties?
After a great deal of thought he de
cided to try for the place, and was
selected from a list of eighty appli
cants, and entered upon his new
duties in the Matthew Building. He
remained here for seven years, and
was then transferred to the position
of sub-master in the Dudley School,
Roxbury.

Here he remained until his promo
tion to the principalship ofthe Mt.
Vernon School, West Roxbury, in the
spring of 1890' On the completion
of the new building in 1892 the dis
trict received the name Robert G.
Shaw, a name also given to the new
building.

the log. In this way he gained;;.:
much in these studies that when he
went to Maine State Seminan' ~
1864 he was able to enter the seCane
class, preparatory for college. He
entered Bates College in 1866 and
graduated in 1870. His school life
was similar to that of most young men
of average ability and no money.
Two problems were ever before
him, how to meet school expenses

FREDERICK H. RIPLEY

----

start which changed his plan of life.
They advised his taking up the stud
ies of Algebra and Latin, loaned him
the books and gave him a good start,
which aided him in his study at home,
where he continued the work, taking
the, books into the sawmill and study
ing while the saw was going through

W. E. C. RICH.

The subject of this sketch first
saw the light of day at Standish,
Maine, in 1843. His parents had
little of this world's goods, but they
were rich in those qualities of mind
and heart for which the old New
England stock was everywhere noted.
So the home influences about his life
were always healthful and elevating,
leading to habits of industry, frugal
ity, and a clean, moral life.

Being third in a large family, he
early learned to work on the farm
and in a sawmill, the property of his
father. Up to the age of thirteen
years, two or three months in summpr
and about the same time in winter,
were spent in school, such as country
places could obtain. Many of these
schools were excellent, under the
management of superior teachers" so
a good foundation was laid. After
the age of thirteen the summer school
was given up, and for the next five
years his schooling was confined to
the short terms in winter. For four
of these years the school was under
the instruction of a Mr. Brown and
his sister, each teaching two terms.
These two teachers supplemented the
home instruction and gave him a

were honored by the presence of
Sergt. William H. Carney who was in
the assault on Fort Wagner, carried
the " colors" and did not let them
" touch the ground."

The routine of work is similar to
that of most grammar schools in the
city. Excellent opportunities are
afforded for nature study and we are
trying to take advantage of them to
lead our children into a love for
nature.

PHINEAS BATES SCHOOL

We keep the life of our hero, Col.
Shaw, be£ore our pupils by hall ex
ercises in which different phases of
his life are presented by the pupils,
and the ninth grade has a special
exercise each year at the Memorial
on Boston Common. The exercises
last May were very interesting. We

principal, Mr. Ahner J. Nutter. The
school has a case of mounted birds,
mostly West Roxbury birds, prepared
by Mr. Arthur Reagh and a case of
minerals, collected by the principal.

Porter, Newcomb, Colson, McIntire
and Jackson. 'Of these only the two
first are now teaching in the district.

Each graduating class has left some
remembrance, a piece of sculpture, a
picture, or both, to decorate the hall,
and the old Mt. Vernon graduates
presented a fine portrait of their

LONGFELLOW SCHOOL, ROSLINDALE

Itobert Gould Shaw School.

spring of 1892, and the house was
dedicated November 4, the same year.

It has eight class rooms, cooking
and manual training rooms and a
hall and will accommodate four hun
dred and fifty pupils.

During its construction, several
names were proposed for it, but no
enthusiasm was aroused until Mr.
Charles A. Hewins proposed the
name of Robert Gould Shaw, in honor
of Colonel Shaw of the 54th Massa
chusetts Volunteers, colored. The
name seemed especially appropriate
as Colonel Shaw spent several years
of his life in West Roxbury, and his
whole life affords an excellent exam
ple for young people to study and
imitate.

The notable thing about the ded
ication of the building was the pres
ence of the Right Rev. Phillips Brooks,
D. D., who gave the principal address.
Mrs. Shaw presented the school with
a fine portrait of her son. The peo
ple of West Roxbury through the
efforts of Mrs. Irving gave two U. S.
flags and a streamer, which fly from a
pole two hundred feet tall. A full
account of the dedicatory exercises
with the addresses may be found in
the Report of the School Committee
of Boston, 1892.

There were about two hundred
and seventy-five grammar pupils in
the district at this time, two hundred
and twenty-five of whom were accom
modated in this building under five
teachers. These teachers were Misses

Ground was broken for the Robert
Gould Shaw school building in the

the difference between the manly
pducator and the ordinary teacher.



FRANCIS PARKMAN SCHOOL
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Longfellow School.

This schoolhouse, situated at the
corner of South and Hewlett Streets,
Roslindale, was built in 1897, and
originally contained ten rooms and a
hall. Subsequently two additional
rooms were fitted up in the basement.
The schDol was named in honor of
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the
poet, and was first occupied Septem--'
b.:r 9, 1897. The area of the school
site is 30,602 square feet.

The growth of this section is shown
b\- the fact that when the plans for
this school were made, it was thought
that four rooms would accommodate
the pupils living in the neighborhood.
\Yhen it was completed, there were
more pupils than could be accommo
dated in ten rooms, and additional
rooms were hired.

Phineas Bates Primary School.

This building was the first school
house erected under the exclusive
ontrol of the School Committee after
the passage of the act placing the
construction of school buildings under
tae direction of that board. It is
ixated on Beech Street, West Rox
bun-, alld contains four rooms. It
'xas named in honor of Phineas Bates,
:,ecretary of the School Committee
f~om 1879 until his death in June,
1396. The area of the site is 37,5°0
square feet.

This building is already outgrown,
J.nd a portable building is required
hr the accommodation of the over-

FREDERIC H. RIPLEY.

Frederic H. Ripley, Principal of the
Longfellow School, was born in Ply
mouth County, Mass., and received
bis education in the public schools
there. In 1873, he was graduated
at the State Normal School at Bridge
","ater, and in the same year he began
his work as a teacher as Principal of
the Crane School, in Canton, Mass.

_-\t the end of a successful year
in Canton, Mr. Ripley was made
Principal of the Wilson School, in
:\"atick. Here he labored successfully
for three years - at the end of which
time he was called to Boston to be
come sub-master in the Eliot School,
at the North end.

Here Mr. Ripley became associated
~th Julius Eichberg, then Director of
~lusic for the city, Luther Whiting
~lason, and Hosea E. Holt, in an
enort to improve the instruction in
music in the schools.

_-\fter five years of successful effort
i:l the Eliot School, Mr.Ripleywas
im-ited to accept a higher position in
the John A. Andrew District in South
Boston. The offer was accepted, and
t·)r seven vears he continued his labors
::1 the field. From this position Mr.
Ripley was promoted to the Principal
ship of the Bigelow School fvr boys,
in South Boston. This was one of

the most important pOSItIOns in the
city, and so well was the position filled
that when a master was to be chosen
to reorganize the Charles Sumner
District and to open the Longfellow
School, Mr. Ripley was unanimously
selected.

The Longfellow School was opened
in September, 1897, and has since
pursued its course of usefulness unin
terruptedly.

While Mr. Ripley was in the Bige
low School he had cause to reorganize
the music work, and in so doing he
prepared the material which has since
been published as the Natural Course
in MUSIC. This Course is extensively
used in the United States.

Mr. Ripley has been a regular con
tributor to educational journals, writ
ing on languages and arithmetic, as
well as on music.

He i:; well known as a lecturer on
music teaching, and in this capacity
he has sevtral times crossed the con
tinent.

The record sheets which are largely
used in the Boston schools are of Mr.
Ripley's invention and bear his name.
This system though simple, is perfect,
and keeps in permanent form the
record of every pupil who enters
school. The records, alphabetically
arranged, are bound in neat volumes.
It is possible to trace a pupil's career
through every step in his advance
ment.

Although Mr. Ripley is a mason
and a member of various clubs; his
habit of incessant toil prevents any
considerable entrance' into society.
He is usually found at home, busy
at his books, but always ready to
greet a friend and spend an hour ill
social chat. Mr. Ripley's acquaintance
among educators extends to every
State in the Union - and eVE-n to the
islands of the sea - so· that with his
friends and his mail and !lis daily
tasks at school and at home, he i:;
ever busy.

IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATIONS.

WEST ROXBURY CITIZENS' ASSOCIA

TION.

A preliminary meeting to discuss
the formation of an "Improvement
Society" or "Citizens' Association,"
for the citizens of West Roxbury, was
held in the 9~d Highland Club House,
September 12, 1895. The Association
was formally organized September 19,
1895, with the following officers:
President, J. Adams Brown; 1st
vice-President, Edwin B. Spinney;
2d vice-President. Henry Manley;
secretary, Joseph D. Plumb; treas
urer, William N. Irving. The total
charter membership of the Association
was one hundred and fifty-six, and the

first regular meeting was held October
1, 1895.

Article II of the By-Laws of the
West Roxbury Citizens' Association
rE-ads as follows :-- "The object of
this Association shall be the promo
tion of the general welfare of that part
of Ward 23 in the City of Boston
lying south and west of Roslindale,
and known as the West Roxbury
Postal District."

The presidents succeeding Mr.
Brown were: - Randall G. Morris,
Josiah H. Quincy, Holland P. Myers,
Benjamin C. Lane, and George P.
Beckford, the last named being elected
in May, 1904. The first secretary,
Mr. Joseph D. Plumb, held that posi
tion for seven years, and in 1901,
resigned, and was succeeded by the
present secretary, Herbert R. Morse.

The original committees of the As
sociation were those on transportation;
streets, parks and squares; police and
fire departments; sanitary; water,
sewers and lights; schools and public
buildings. To these have been added
committees on co-operation; legislative
affairs; on the Centre Street Widening,

and on the Extension of the Elevdted ;
and from time to time special com
mittees for special objects have been
appointed, and on the completion of
their work, discharged. The Associ
ation has assisted in securing many
important improvements in West Rox
bury, among the most important of
which were the following: - the, fire
engine house on Centre Street; the
primary school buildinf{ on Baker
Street, and the extension of the
Elevated to Forest Hills. From time
to time better postal and transporta
tion facilities have been secured, and
desired and needed legislation ob
tained. The Association was promi
nent in the obtaining of five-cent
fares and in securing the passage of
the so-called Luce Bill, which provided
a better caucus system. At all times
the Association has endeavored to
guard the community against unde
sirable enterprises. Alone time it
assisted in preventing the establish
ment of a rifle range in the community,
and lately has taken part in the at
tempt to prevent the location of a
consumptives' home in this district.

The present officers of the Asso
ciation are as follows: - President,
George P. Beckford; I st vice-Presi
dent, Thomas P. Swift; 2d vice
President, Henry S. Harris; secretary,
Herbert R. Morse; treasurer, Benja
min H. Jones.,

The present membership is 232,
and meetings are held on the fourth
Tuesday of each month, except June,
July and August. All male citizens
of twenty years and over, residing in
or paying taxes upon property situated
in the West Roxbury Postal District,
may become members upon recom
mendation in writing of two members,
election to membership in the Asso
ciation, payment of the annual fee of
one dollar, and signing the by-laws.

GEORGE P. BECKFORD, EsQ.

George P. Bec1.-ford, President of
the West Roxbury Citizens' Associa
tion, was born in Salem, Mass., August
7, 1873, and was educated in the
Frothingham Grammar School, at
Charlestown, Mass., and at the Man
chester, N. H., High School,from
which he graduated in 189 r; gradu
ated at Brown University in 1895, and
the Boston University Law School in
1897, and has been practicing in
Boston ever since, having law offices
in the Exchange Building, State Street.
He was elected to the Common Council
in 19°1, and also served thele in 19°3.

Mr. Beckford has not only been an
active member in the West Roxbury
Citizens' Association and the Highland
Club, but has been an active worker
in all the great, public improvements
that have come to our district during
the last few years.

He is a conservative thinker, a good
lawyer, and a pUblic-spirited citize.n.

ROSLINDALE CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION.

There had been one or two citi
zens' or improvement associations in



Roslindale prior to the Roslindale
Citizens' Association. The present
one was called by a committee com
posed of Orlando F. DeShon, Arthur
K. Spaulding and Frank W. Estey,
and held its first meeting in Fairview
Hall on March 2, 1898.

The call was dated February 26,
1898, and John Chellman was chosen
temporary chairman and George W.
P. Babb chosen secretary pro tem.

The chair appointed the following
committee to draft constitution and

GEORGE P. BECKFORD. ESQ.

bv-laws, and also nominate officers:
Frank W. Estev, Geo. W. P. Babb, 1.
B. Hamblin, George A. Emory and
Arthur K. Spaulding.

The first permanent officers, elected
at the next meeting, March 14, 1898,
were; President, John Chellman;
vice-president,!. B. Hamblin; second
vice-president, John Rydstrom; sec
retary, George W. P. Babb, and treas
urer, George Hill.

The first business suggested by the
association was the changing of the
steps under the subway to an incline
walk, which has been of such ines
timable value to the community.

The officers for 1899 were: J. Henry
Smith, president; 1. B. Hamblin,
vice-president; A. L. Bowles, second
vice-president; Frank W. Estey, sec
retary, and George W. Hill, treasurer.
Mr. Estey resigned shortly after his
election, and ,vas succeeded by John
A. Coulthurst.

The officers for 1900 were: George
E. Gray, president; A. Lincoln Bowles,
vice-president j second vice-president,
Guy F. Newhall; secretary, Frank
W. Estey; treasurer, Warren L.
Regan.

The officers for 1901 were: Guy
F. Newhall, president j John A. Coul
thurst, vice-president j Francis J. V.
Dakin, second vice-president; Lewis
A. Freeman, secretary j Warren L.
Regan, treasurer.

The officers for 19°2 were: Guy
F. Newhall, president; John A. Coul
thurst, vice-president j Leon T. An-

drews, second vice-president j Lewis
A. Freeman, secretary, and Albro A.
Osgood, treasurer.

The officers for 19°3 were: John
T. Hosford, president; Lewis A.
Freeman, first vice-president; J.
Henry Smith, second vice-president;
Arthur K. Spaulding, treasurer, and
Henry H. Cole, secretary.

The present officers are: John T.
Hosford, president j J. Henry Smith,
first vice-president j Lewis S. Breed,
second vice-president j Fred W.
Whiteley, secretary and B. F. Cob
leigh, treasurer.

The Roslindale Citizells' Associa
tion has done much good for Roslin
dale, and was a prominent factor in
the five-cent fare movement, the ele
vated extension agitation and the
widening of Walter Street, Brandon
Street and Belgrade Avenue and Hyde
Park Avenue.

JOHN T. HOSFORD.

John T. Hosford, President of the
Roslindale Citizens' Association, has
lived in Boston practically all his life,
and his education was received in the
Boston public schools. He graduated
from the Charles Sumner School, and
attended the English High.

At the age of eighteen he entered
the employ of J. E. V. Hayden, then
a real estate broker on Post Office
Square, and with the exception of
two years spent in the employ of the
Sturtevant Blower Works, has been
connected with the real estate business.
He has heen connected with such
well known concerns as Charles S.
Judkins and Henry W. Savage.

The present firm of Hosford &
Williams was organized in 1896, and
both of its members had been heads
of their respective departments in the
employ of Henry \Y. Savage j Mr.
Williams being assigned to the district
covering the Back Bay and Brookline,
while Mr. Hosford operated in Rox
bury, Jamaica Plain and West Rox
bury.

The subject of this sketch has taken
an active interest in all the public
improvements of our district, and
beside having borne a large share in
the development of the real estate
(because of his business). he has
given of his time, money and influence
liberally to those problems which have
been and are being worked out for
the general welfare of the whole com
munity. Beside having been President
of the Roslindale Association for two
years, he is a member of the Highland
Club, West Roxbury Citizens' Associ
ation,' the Boston Real .Estate Ex
change, Joseph Weld Lodge, F.& A.M.,
and Longfellow Lodge,!. O. O. F.

GERMANTOWN CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION.

The Germantown Citizens' Associ
ation was organized in Kern's Hall,
Grove street, Germantown district,
Sunday afternoon, Feb. 16, 1902.
Guy F. Newhall, president of the as
sociation in Roslindale, was the guest

of honor, and spoke on the benefits
of improvement and citizens' associa
tions. Other speakers were Council
man John J.' Conway and principal
assessor Frederick L. Schmidt. Much
enthusiasm was shown in the move
ment. Annual dues were fixed at $1,
and these officers were elected:

President, Henry "V. Jewett; first
vice-president, William H. Gleason;
second 'vice-president, Henry Peters;
secretary, John M. Cotter; tre:lsurer,
Richard J. Cronin j executive commit
tee, the above officers and Joseph
Kern, Thomas J. Healey, Richard
Schortmann and Charles B. Lindig.

The constitution and by-laws was
drafted by W. H. Gleason, Henry F.
Weber and John T. Swank, and ac
cepted by the association without
change.

The usual committees were ap
pointed, and the association joined
with the other associations in the
effort to secure five-cent fares within
Boston limits. which has been crowned
with success.

During the year Secretary Cotter
moved west and was succeeded by
George E Kern, and President Jewett
changed his residence to Hyde Park
and First Vice-President Gleason was
chosen to fill his place. Mr. Peters
became first vice-president and Louis
Albrecht was elected second vice
president.

The association's first year was a
successful one, and the citizens of the

JOHN T. HOSFORD

(Photo by Gray)

district showed great interest in the
organization, an interest which has
continued to the present day.

Jan. 4, 19°3, the association l1eld
its second annual election, and chose
these officers:

President, William H. Gleason;
first vice-president, Louis Albrecht;
second vice-president, Edward Linde
mann j secretary, George E. Kern j

treasurer, Richard J. Cronin j execu
tive committee, the above officers and
Ferdinand Kern, Richard II. Robin-

son, Rudolf Weber and James \"
Gallagher.

Early in the year Richard H. Rob
inson started the movement in fa"or
of having the overhead structure of
the Boston Elevated Railway Com
pany extended to Forest Hills. His
motion found unanimous favor with
his fellow members. Other associa
tions in Ward 23 were asked to help
the project along, and four of the fi,"e
associations have stood firmly in favor
of it-the one at GermantowlI, the
one at Mt. Hope, the one at Roslin
dale and the one at West Roxbury.
The fruition of their labors is in sight.
The board of aldermen have granted
the company the right to extend the
structure to Forest Hills, and the
company is hard at ",ork on the nec
essary plans before actual work can
be commenced.

The third annual election of officers
was held Jan. 17, 19°4, and these
were elected:

President, William H. Gleason j

first vice-president, Rudolf Weber;
second vice-president, Richard H.
Robinson j secretary, Thomas B.
Mulqueeney j treasurer, Richard J.
Cronin; executive committee, the
above and Charles P. Preston, J.
Henry Nay, Louis Vogel and Rich
ard Zapff.

John J. Conway was made chair
man of the transportation committee;
Edward J. Bromberg of the one on
school and other public buildings;
Andrew Galivan of that on sanitary
and public health; Thomas B. Mul
queeney of that on police and fire
departments; Richard J. Cronin of
that on streets, parks and public
grounds; P. Oscar Schimpf of that
on water, sewers and lights, and R.
J. Cronin of that on good of the
order.

One thing the association is espe
cially proud of, is its record on election
days of standing by those candidates
who stand by it and the projects that
it favors. Its members are not such
hidebound party men that they will
vote for men who are doing their
level best to injure them and the dis
trict and ward in which they live.
The members are also proud of its
record in according all candidates,
whatever their opinions, whether for or
against, a fair and impartial hearing
at its meetings.

The association now meets in
Saunders' Hall, corner of Washington
and German streets, at three o'clock,
the first Sunday in the month, sa'·e
the months of June, July and August,
and anyone who desires is welcome
to attend any or all its meetings.

WILLIAM HENRY GLEASON.

William Henry Gleason, president
of ·the Germantown Improvement As
sociation, is the son of William W.
and Martha M. (Sweet) Gleason,
and was born in Glenham, Duchess
County, New York, September 9, 1859
At two years of age he went with his
parents to North Vassalboro, Me.,



and was educated in its public schools,
c)ak Grove Seminary at Vassalboro,
~nd Comer's Commercial College,
&ston.

:\lay 30,1876, he came to Dedham,
and resided there until 1885,when he
moyed to 53 German Street, German
town, where he has since resided.

He followed the vocations of entry
clerk and book-keeper for a time, and
then, for a number of years, was as
$:stant overseer of the wet finishing
department of the Merchants' Woolen
~[ills at East Dedham. In 1880, he
became a reporter on the Dedham
Transcript and Dedham Standard, and
is still with these papers. From J an
uary, 1894, to 1897, he was the Ded
ham and vicinity correspondent of the
l- nited or Associated Press, and when
that association was dissolved, in 1897,
he became and still is a member of
,he Boston Herald repertorial force,
':')\'ering the Dedham-Westwood-Ger
mantown district. He has also done
~?ecialwork for the New York Herald,
~ew York World, Boston Journal,
F;.)ston Daily Advertiser, West Rox
:"Jry News, Weymouth Gazette, Hyde
Park Times, and Banker and Trades
,:lan.

He is a member of Quinobequin
c,',)]ony, No. 200, United Order of
P::grim Fathers, serving as its first
.::::'\'ernor; Walnut Hill Council, No. 45,
Home Circle; the Sonkanuhoo Whist
Uub, and the Germantown Improve
:::;ent Association, of which he was
,~;"osen president in 1902, and has
:-.dd the office by unanimous re-elec
:: :'n since. During their existence he

WILLIAM H, GLEASON

".l~ a member of the vVebster Union
.l::d Walnut Hill Debating Clubs, the
Xalnut Hill and Good Time Social
,_':'..:bs. the X-Ray Associates, the Ded
:'.lID Cyc\..~ Club, and local lodges of
1;':00 Templars and Sons of Temper
1..::ce. 1n Good Templary he has
~en the degrees from subordinate

the International Supreme Lodge.
:\Ir. Gleason is married and has a

0-::1. Wallace A. Gleason.

THE MOUNT HOPE CITIZENS' Asso
CIATION.

During the five-cent fare agitation
there was started an association of
citizens at Mount Hope that has since
grown into a very strenuous organiza
tion.

Its temporary organization was on
October 15, 190 I, in a store on the
corner of Brown Avenue and Ridge
Street, and -the following were its tem
porary officers: President, }ames
Worth; vice - president, Benj. W.
Young, and secretary and treasurer,
Alfred H. Hughes. As the latter
would not serve, Alfred H. Saunders
was elected to fill the vacancy. At
the permanent organization Mr.
Saunders resigned, and Jean P.
Nickerson was elected secretary and
treasurer.

Meetings were held every week for
seven successive weeks, after which
they became monthly. Much enthu
siasm was worked up at these meet
ings over the two great improvements
then in the minds of the people of
this section, viz.: Five-cent fares and
the widening of Hyde Park avenue.
All the candidates for state and mu
nicipal offices were heard and criti
cized from the floor. Many promises
were here given which could not pos
sibly be fulfilled, but many of which
were made in good faith.

After one year of very strenuous
life under the presidency of the re
doubtable James \Vorth, the following
officers were elected Sept. 23, 1902,
to serve from the next regular meet
ing: President, John E. Kelley; vice
president, Carl Anderson; secretary
and treasurer, Charles J. Lennon.

Under the presidency of " the
Honest " John Kelley (who was con
siderable of a diplomat) the associa
tion grew in numbers and influence.
The lease between the Old Colony
and Boston Elevated Railway Com
pany was signed during this year, the
bill for the widening of Hyde Park
avenue, and agitation was begun for
the extension of the elevated structure
to Forest Hills. On Sept. 16 of the
year the association began to hold its
meetings in the Stephen M. Weld
schoolhouse.

At a meeting held Oct. 7, 1903,
the following officers were elected:
President, Charles J. Lennon; vice
president, Henry Donovan; secretary
and treasurer, John P. Kelley. Dur
ing the administration of President
Lennon there were many streets im
proved, the fire and police service
was improved and mush hard work
was put in to benefit the Mount

_ Hope district.
At the October, 1904, meeting the

following officers were elected: Pres
ident, Jean P. Nickerson; vice-presi
dent, Andrew Eilertsen; secretary and
treasurer, John A. Johnson.

JEAN P. NICKERSON.

Jean P. Nickerson, president of the
Mount Hope Citizens' Association,
was born in Searsport, Me., April 30,

1865. His father, General F. S.
Nickerson, is one of the few surviv
ing generals who held full rank in the
civil war.

Mr. Nickerson moved to Roslin
dale about nine years ago. He was
secretary of the original Five Cent
Fare Executive Committee, secretary
of the Extension of the Elevated Ex
ecutive Committee, is a member of
the Roslindale Citizens' Association,

JEAN P. NICKERSON, ESQ.

the Mount Hope Citizens' Associa
tion, and was one of the compilers of
this publication.

His life work has been journalism,
and he has done special newspaper
work for daily papers from Maine to
Oregon. He was admitted to the
bar March 3, 1903, and is now prac
ticing law with offices in Barristers'
Hall, Pemberton square, Boston.

IIEALTII OF TilE DISTRICT.

By L. A. HODGDO , M. D.

The Roslindale, Mount Hope and
West Roxbury District has become
noted as a place of residence for
delicate people. It ranks fligh among
the health resorts of New England.
So well is this fact known among
physicians, that in Roslindale may be
found people recommended here from
all the districts of Boston; from Lynn,
Salem, the Newtons, and many other
parts of eastern Massachusetts. People
prone to suffering from pulmonary,
bronchial and catarrhal diseases, do
well here when acclimated to the
weather conditions of eastern and
northern New England. Heart cases
developing and doing poorly in the
higher altitudes of the United States
are frequently sent here. Such cases
progress very favorably in this eleva
tion. Rheumatic complaints beginning
in those resident nearer the sea and at
lower, damper levels, find the climatic
conditions beneficial in this district.

The last few lines, although setting
forth the facts of conspicuous benefit
for invalids in the climate and environ
ments of the district, are not intended

to signify that Roslindale, Mount HOFe
and West Roxbury are teeming with
a hectic population attracted here by
its salutary climate. That is not so.
The district contains a comparatively
small number of such cases; very few
in proportion to its population.

Its people are a vigorous, progres
sive, intelligent class of home makers,
and the hillsides of this fair district
are dotted with the homes of citizens,
and not with the sanitariums or hos
pitals of the sick.

Etiologyoj'this Salubrious Climate.

To gi\'e all the causes for the whole
someness of the climatic conditions of
this district would be a difficult task
for an expert climatologist, yet many
of them are apparent to the most
casual observer.

The district is sufficiently near the
sea to ha've the equalizing effect of
the ocean on its temperature through
out the year. Extremes of,tempera
ture are rare in summer or winter. It
is just far enough removed' from the
sea to avoid the chill of sea-fogs in
winter, and their humidity in summer.

There is considerable elevation
above the sea, it being a gradual rise
from the sea to Forest Hills, and a
rapid incline thence through Mount
Hope and Roslindale to West Rox
bury, whence the land gradually de
clines toward the Charles River on
one side, and toward the Neponset
River on the other.

The district represents the apex
and sides of an immense, flattened,
hilly mound, affording the best of
natural drainage by means of numer
ous rivulets and brooks toward the
Neponset, Charles and Stony Brook
valleys.

The district contains a large number
of hills, slopes and valleys, there being
hardly a level eighth-of-a-mile in it.
This fact, together with the fact of
excellent drainage, accounts for the
formation of so few swamps or marshes
in the district. The hills are almost
entirely composed of sand, and the
subsoil is largely sanri, thus allowing
good absorption and leaving a com
paratively dry surface soon after the
heaviest rains.

The altitude allows almost constant
breezes, which circulate among the
numerous hills at all seasons of the
year. This is very refreshing during
the warm season. The land is not
overcrowded with houses. Each house
receives its due share of sunshine and
fresh air. In fact, almost every resi
dence has its garden of flowers and
lawn, with very often a vegetab"~

garden in the rear, or a little grove of
trees. Vacant lots of lanel exist be
tween the houses, even in the most
thickly settled regions, as a rule. The
streets are well shaded, and the parks
are miniature forests.

Enclosed in the immense and beau
tiful Metropolitan Park System lies
this district. On all sides extend
reservations and parks with their
ramifications. Mattapan Woods and
Stony Brook Reservation are en the



ALONZO GALE HOWARD. M. D.

C. F. MOULTON, M. D.

ALONZO GALE. HOWARD, M.D.

Dr. Alonzo Gale Howard was born
December 15, 1869, in LaValle, Wis
consin, and moved with his parents to
Pittsfield, Mass., in 1881. His edu
cation was received in the public

of Roslindale; member of the High
land Club, and is on the medical starr
of Boston City Hospital and the Ma~5

achusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.

On June 13, 1893, he married Miss
Carrie Otis of Brunswick, Maine, and
they have two children, a son and a
daughter.

years was Judge of the First District
Court of Southern Worcester, and who
served the city of Worcester for three
years as its Mayor.

Dr. Jillson was graduated at the
Worcester High School in 188z, and
from the Harvard Medical School in
1886, taking a high rank in his class.
He opened an office for the practice
of his profession in Sterling, Mass.,
but desiring a larger field of useful
ness came to West Roxbury in 1888,
where he has since continued in active
practice, being particularly interested
in Obstetrics, in which branch of the
profession he has been very successful.

He is a member of the Massachu
setts Medical Society; a member of
the Harvard Medical Alumni Associa
tion; is district school and Medical
Inspector for the Board of Health, and
medical examiner for several old line
and fraternal life insurance companies.

Notwithstanding his devotion to his
practice, the doctor has found time to
interest himself in the social. political
and business affairs of the district.

He is president of the Highland
Club, which is the largest social
organization in West Roxbury; a
member of the West Roxbury Citizens'
As.;ociation, Columbian Lodge, A. F.
& A. M., St. Paul's Royal Arch Chap
ter; Boston Council, Boston Com
mandery, Knights Templars of Boston,
and a Past Noble Grand of Longfellow
Lodge, 1. O. O. F., of Roslindale.

On June I, 1893, he married Miss
Clara S. Baker, of West Roxbury, who
died August z6, 1893, and on April
z9, 1903, he was married to Miss Alice
Seibert, of Brooklyn, N. Y.

C. F. MOULTON, M.D.

C.F. Moulton, M.D., was born at
Canton, Maine, June 23, 1865, and
attended the public schools of that
place and Cumberland, Maine, where
his parents moved when he was four
teen years old. Later he attended
the Greeley Institute and Westbrook
Seminary, and was graduated from
the latter in 1883. He was graduated
from Bowdoin College in 1887, but
after a brief attendance at the Bowdoin
Medical College, he entered Dart
mouth Medical College, from which he
was graduated in 1890' He attended
the Post Graduate Medical School in
New York City, and began the prac
tice of medicine in West Roxbury, in
January,1891. In 1896, Dr. Moulton
went abroad and spent some time in
the hospitals of London and Paris,
studying the diseases of the eye. On
his return he opened an office at the
Warren Chambers, in Boston as a
specialist on diseases of the eye. In
the same year he was taken sick with
a spinal trouble, which for four years schools of Wisconsin and Massachu
kept him in bed, but in 190Z he once setts.
more opened an office, and since that After a course of study in the phvs
time has devoted himself to diseases ical department of the Y. M. C.'A.
of the eye, his present office being Training School at Springfield, Mass.,
located at the Westminster Chambers, he became director of physical train
in Copley Square, Boston. ing at various Y. M. C. A's in New

Dr. Moulton is a member of the England, in which work he attained
Massachusetts Medical Society; a .great success, being considered an
member of Prospect Lodge, F. & A. M.,. instructor of much ability.

CLEMENT W. SPAl<.IIAWK, M. D.

F. C. JILLSON, M. D.

uary z8, 1864. His father being the
Han. Clark Jillson, who for many

FRANKLIN CAMPBELL JILLSON, M.D.

Franklin Campbell Jillson, M.D.,
was born in Worcester, Mass., Jan-

Citizens' Association of West Roxbury,
the Massachusetts Medical Societv,
examiner and member of the Knights
and Ladies of Honor, and special ex
aminer of the New York Life Insur
ance Company. He is also an active
member of the Unitarian Church of
West Roxbury.

Dr. Sparhawk has the distinction
of being the oldest resident physician

in this village, in point of service, and
during that time has endeared himself
to the many families of his patients,
and acquaintances of social life. A
great part of his spare time is still
spent in the operating rooms of the
Boston Hospitals, where his practical
education in his profession is always
being enlarged and added to by demon
strations of new and advanced ideas.

CLEMENT W. SPARHAWK, M.D.

On March IZ, 1854, the subject of
this sketch first saw the light of day
in the town of Para, Brazil, South
America, which is situated at the
mouth of the Amazon River. Although
born under the sky of another govern
ment, the United States is his mother
country, his parents having previously
resided in Jamaica Plain, which place
was their home at the time of the
above birth. When Clement W. Spar
hawk was but one and one-half years
old, his parents returned to their native
land and resided in Cambridge, and
in this city he received his early
school training; afterward completing
a course in the Boston English High
School, from which he was graduated
in 187 I. His first inclination was for
a life of trade, and for a period of
nearly eight years he was identified
with the shoe business of Boston, in
different capacities, but the ambition
ior a profession was already making
its influence felt, and in 1879 he
dropped mercantile work to apply
himself to the study of medicine. In
1884 he received his degree of M.D.
from the Harvard Medical School,
after devoting two years to practical
work in the Carney Hospital at South
Boston, and in the Boston City Has·
pital. During the same year he
located at West Roxbury, at the corner
of Carey and Centre Streets, but very
soon built the handsome home at the
corner of Hastings and Centre Streets,
which he now occupies. He married,
June I, 1889, Miss Bertha E. Merriam,
of ..West Roxbury.

Dr. Sparhawk is a member of the

south. On the west the district is
bounded by parkways and ·Williams
Pond Reservation. Motley's Hill
and the Arnold Arboretum are on the
north. Each place mentioned bears
its distinctive fame for beauty of forest
or landscape. On the east lie Franklin
Park, the spacious and delightful
pleasure ground of the city, and the
sadly beautiful, well-kept cemeteries
of Forest Hills, Mount Hope and
Calvary. Such an encircling of verdant
public land assures the district of
unalloyed fresh air from without.
Within there are no causes of pollution
of the air; no factories emitting smoke
and soot; nothing, in fact, which ca!l
soil our sweet air, except the chimneys
of the houses.

Being a part of Boston, there are
in practice methods of modern sani
tary science. All contagion is guarded
against, so far as laws allow, by a
faithful board of health. Most of the
accepted streets are supplied with
sewers; and garbage, ashes and refuse
of all kinds are as quickly disposed of
as in a down-town ward.

Summed up in a few words, the
health conditions in this district are
superior to any of Boston or its cir
cumjacent territory. It combines the
ad vantages of a residential district,
excellent in its natural advantages,
with all that a great city with its
multifarious departments can give.



Dr. Howard's medical education
""as obtained at Boston University
':::chool of Medicine, supplemented by
;:')5t graduate work in other schools.
[luring his senior year he was house
;:'3ysician at the Homo:opathic Medi
.:.1, Dispensary, Boston.

In 1897, he was appointed lecturer
::l Personal Hygiene, Medical Gym
:.astics and Hydrotherapeutics, at
~:05ton University School of Medicine,
7."~ich position he still holds.

For three years he was visiting
~'~rgeon to the Dispensary: and is now
'-..:rgeon to the orthopredic department
:-: the Medical Mission Dispensary,
Hull Street, Boston, and physician to
::'e Martin Luther Home, West Rox
·::1.ry. Dr. Howard has placticed medi
:::1e in West Roxbury nine years,
::oming here in 1895. In addition to
:'is general practice he has made a
~?ecial study of deformities, and has
';':1 office at 85 I Boylston Street,
D)ston, for the treatment of ortho
;::t:dic and medical gymnastic cases.

He is a member of the American
:-:5titute of Homo:opathy, the Massa

.:iusetts Homo:opathic Medical Asso
::ation, the Massachusetts Surgical
';':1d Gynecological Association, the
3--J5ton Homo:opathic Medical Society,
:je :'oJ'eighborhood Medical Club, the
_\merican and Boston Associations for
:ie _-\dvancement of Physical Educa
::,)n. and numerous social and fraternal
;-.-xieties.

SERIAH STEVENS, M. D.

Seriah Stevens, M. D., was born in
~idney, Maine, October 15, 18SL

His education was received in the
''-:oburn Classical Institution, Water
',-::le. and Butler University, Indian
.;.?,)lis, Indiana. He was graduated
-::-·Jm Bowdoin Medical School in 1882,
;.::d took a post-graduate course at

SEIUAH STEVENS, M. D.

(Photo by Childs)

___ ~ Harvard Medical School, finish
.:.; in 1890'

He began practice in Marshfield,
:'-fass., in 1882, and came to Roslin
::.3.le in 1892, where he has been
:-:-.1cticing ever since.

He is a member of the Massachu
setts Medical Society, and a member
of Prospect Lodge, F. and A. M. He
was for eleven years medical exam
iner for the A. O. U. W. ; is a director
in the Roslindale Co·operative Bank;
is a member of the Roslindale Club
and the Highland Club; and medical
examiner for the Equitable Life and
Mutual Life Insurance Companies.

H. B. STEVE S, M. D.

Dr. H. B. Stevens was born in Nor
wich, Conn., January 6, 1870, and
attended the pubiic schools of that
city, completing his education at the
Norwich Academy. At the age of
sixteen he began work in the mercan
tile trade at Boston, and later at Nor
wich, Conn. While engaged in this
work he tutored under special teachers
for a more complete education, and in
1891 entered Harvard Medical School,
from which he was graduated in 1894.
He immediately entered the City
Hospital in Boston, where for one
year he received a practical knowl
edge of his adopted profession. On
his return to Norwich, Cunn., he

H. B STEVENS, M. D.

(Photo by Gray)

became identified with the William W.
Backus Hosp~tal, acting as resident
physician for one year, and although
offered a permanent position in this
institution, he, desiring a more com
plete knowledge of his work, entered
the Post Graduate Medical School in
New York.

In 1896, Dr. Stevens came to West
.Roxbury, where he has since resided,
and built up for himself a large prac
tice. He is a member of the Boston
City Hospital Alumni Association,
Massachusetts Medical Society, and'
visiting physician ·at Faulkner Hos
pital, Parental School Hospital, and
school medical inspector in Longfellow
District of Roslindale. While Dr.
Stevens is comparatively a young
physician, he is a diligent student,
and his ability is recognized by the
medical associates with whom he
comes in contact, while his genial

manner and liberality have brought to
him many social friends outside of
his profession. He is a member of
the Citizens' Association and the
Highland Club. He was married
January 26, 1899, to Miss Bertha M.
Reese, and they have one child" a
daughter.

J. FRANCIS FORD, M.D.

Dr. J. Francis Ford was born Oc
tober 28, 1870, at North Attleboro,
Mass. His parents moved to Newton,
and thence to Beverly, while he was
very young, and at the latter place he
first attended the public schools in

]. FRANCIS FORD, M. D.
(Photo by Childs)

1876. He was graduated from the
Beverly High School in 1887, and in
1889 entered the medical school of
Dartmouth College, from which he
was graduated in 1891. After receiving
the degree of M.D., he was connected
with the State Alms House at Tewks
bury for eighteen months; then came
to Roslindale in August, 1893, where
he has since resided, having built up
a large and lucrative practice.

He is a member of the Massachu
setts Medical Society, medical examiner
Catholic Order of Foresters; a mem
of the Royal Arcanum and Knights
of Columbus, Jamaica Plain Council.
He is closely identified with the social
life in Roslindale, and is a member of
Roslindale Club.

ROBERT SWIFT, M. D.

Robert Swift (son of General John
L. Swift, formerly of Boston) was born
in Roxbury, January 21, 1859' He
was educated in the Roxbury Gram-

. mar School, Roxbury Latill, English
High; was graduated from the Har
vard Scientific School in 1881, and
from the Harvard Medical School in
1885. As a part of his course at
Harvard he took a cruise as ship
surgeon. in the Western Islands and
South America, for eight months, and
was connected with the Rhode Island
Hospital at Providence, in J 885 and
1886, and the Boston Lunatic Hos-

pital until 1889. He then travelled
for one year and practiced in Ten
nessee for two years. He came to
Roslindale in. 1893, and has been
practicing here ever since. He is a
member of the Massachusetts Medical

ROBERT SWIFT, M. D.
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Society. He married Miss Marie
Aamud of Norway, and has one son,
John Lindsey Swift.

He is a member of the Roslindale
Club, and is vestryman in the Episco

. pal Church of Our Saviour.

L. A. HODGDON, M.D.

L. A. Hodgdon, M.D., is a member
of the old Hodgdon family, which
settled in Boston in 1634. His early
education was received in the Charles
Sumner School of Roslindale. He

L. A. HODGDON, M. D.
(Photo by Gray)

fitted for college in the English High
Sehool of Boston. His medical'edu
cation was received at Tuft's College,
from which institution he was gradu
ated in 1898. In the New York Poly
clinic and in the New York Post



EUGENE N. FOSS

Graduate Medical Schools and Hos
pitals, he continued his studies after
graduating, and settled in medical
practice at Dorchester. Shortly after
this he located in Roslindale, where
he has practiced ever since.

Dr. Hodgdon serves the Citizens'
Associations of Roslindale and Mt.
Hope as chairman of sanitary affairs.

PUBLIC lEN AND
PROMINENT CITUENS.

Taine in his history of Geoffrey
Chaucer says: "As a man of the
world, in the army, the king's train,
as the husband of the queen's maid
of honor, a prisoner, a place holder, a
deputy in Parliament, or a knight, the
history of his life is in reality the his
tory of his kingdom."

Is not this true of all men? Is not
their history the history of the com
munity in which they live? It is cer
tainly true of the citizens of the West
Roxbury District; and as the hope of
the future development of this com
munity rests so surely in the hands
of its citizens, biographies of many of
those connected with its past growth
and development are given herewith,
for the purpose of proving that its
future is in the hands of many who
are intensely interested in the proper
solution of the many problems that
are being, and will be later worked out
to the advantage of the community.

EUGENE N. Foss.

Eugene Noble Foss, the foremost
of the advocates of Canadian reci·
procity in New England, is one of
the largest manufacturers of the
country, and is best known as treas
urer and mallager of the B. F. Stur
tevant Company, with branches in
Philadelphia, Chicago, New York
and London; but to the people of the
district south of Forest Hills he is
known not only as a public-spirited
citizen, but as holder of largp. real
estate interests in our community.

He was born Sept. 24, 1858, in
West Berkshire, Vt., a little farming
settlement abollt two and one-half
miles from the Canadian line. At
the age of ten he removed to St.
Albans and there received his early
education in the public schools, finally
attending the University of Vermont
at Burlington, where he spent two
years.

At the end of his sophomore year
he decided that he would not take up
a profession, and chose instead to
leave college and go into business.
A position as traveling salesman for
a patented device for th~ drying of
lumber offered itself, and at thi:: age

of twenty-one he went West to intro
duce the system.

It was in this connection that Mr.
Foss became acquainted with the
Sturtevant product and, incidentally
to his own work, he made himself so
serviceable to Mr. Sturtevant as a
salesman that the great Boston in
ventor sent for him, although not
knowing him personally, and as a
result Mr. Foss has made Boston his
home e\'er since.

Mr. Foss had not been associated
long with Mr. Sturtevant before the
whole business was placed in his
charge. At that time the business
was small, employing only some 250

men, but under the managem\:nt of
Mr. Foss it has been developed until
it is now one of the largest iron in
dustries in New England. When
Mr. Foss took charge the firm did no
foreign business, but there is now
under the direction of the B. F. Stur
tevant Company a branch in London
known as the Sturtevant Engineering
Company, and branches haye been
established also or stocks are carried
in Berlin, St. Petersburg and Johan
nisburg, South Africa, while the trade
of the company ext€ltds also to China
and Japan and, in fact, all over the
world.

The company has strenuously ad
hered to its policy of manufacturing
practically all its product in New
England and, after more than a quar
ter of a century at Jamaica Plain,

Mass., has just occupied at Hyde
Park, Mass.• one of the most modern,
up-to-date manufacturing plants ever
built in this country. It occupies
tioor space of twelve acres, cost, with
equipment, about $1,000,000, and
has a capacity of 2500 hands. Mr.
Foss also is the head of the Becker
Brainard Milling Machine Company
of Hyde Park, which employs some
500 men.

Mr. Foss is widely known also
through his connection with other en
terprises and institutions, among
which may be mentioned the fol
lowing:

Director - Massachusetts Electric

Companies, Manhattan Railway Co.
of New York, Mexican Central Rail·
way Co., Chicago Stock Yards Com
pany, American Glue Co., Soule Cot
ton Mills of New Bedford, First Na
tional Bank, American Loan and
Trust Co., Adams Trust Co. of
Boston.

Trustee-Newton Theological In
stitution, Colby College, Hebron
Academy, Vermont Academy, Moody
School at Northfield, Robert B. Brig
ham Hospital for Incurables, Boston
Baptist Hospital, Boston Y. M. C. A.

Stockholder-Atchison, Topeca &
Santa Fe, New York, New Haven &
Hartford R. R., Boston & Maine,
Brooklyn Rapid Transit and other
standard railway properties.

Member-Easton Merchants Asso
ciation (director), Boston Chamber of

Commerce, New England Shoe and
Leather Association, Vermont Asso
ciation, Beacon Society, New Algon
quin, Beston Art, Exchange, Jamaica
Clubs, etc.

Mr. Foss always has been a Re
publican, and was an admirer of
James G. Blaine. He became inter
ested in the question of commercial
reciprocity through his experience as
a manufacturer, and he entered poli
tics not because of any political am
bition, but that he might impress
upon the people the necessity of leg
islation which will promise better
business conditions. He early per
ceived the nel.:essity, particularly for
the industries of New England, of
securing and developing a foreign
trade, and for the past few years he
has been tireless in his efforts to edu
cate the voters to a clear understand
ing of the principle involved in the
epoch-making reciprocity address of
President McKinley. He believes
that closer trade relations with for
eign countries, particularly with Can
ada, are essential to the continued
prosperity not only of the United
States but of her customers abroad;
and he feels that the party of McKin
ley and Roosevelt is best fitted by
reason of progressiveness and experi
ence, to be entrusted with the task of
readjusting our commercial relations
with other countries of the world.

In 1902 Mr. Foss was a candidate
for the Republican nomination for
Congress from the new Eleventh dis
trict of Massachl~setts on a platform
of "Canadian reciprocity, free iron,
free coal and fn:e hides." He won,
but was defeated at the polls, partly
through the growth of Democratic
sentiment in the district and partly
through the hostility of some oppo
nents within his own party. He
prO\oed himself a "good loser," how
ever, and has since conducted an ed
ucational campdigll upon the subject
of Canadian reciprocity which has
made his name alld the issue known
all over New England, if not the
whole country.

In the spring of 1904 Mr. Foss
sought to have the Republican State
Convention adopt a resolution favor
ing reciprocity with Canada, and in
furtherance of the principle was him
self a candidate for delegate-at-Iarge
to the Republican National Conven
tion; but" machine" influences were
too strong for him, and he was de
feated. Nothing daunted, he is con
tinuing the fight for reciprocity with
unabated vigor, and those who know
the determined character of the man
have no doubt that he will so con
tinue until eventually the issue wins.
Mr. Foss has said repeatedly that he
has no personal desire for office, but
that his only purpose in remaining in
politics is to advance the cause in
which he so strongly believes.

~otwithstanding his busy life, Mr.
Foss is a keen student of current
qu~stions and is in great demand as
writer and speaker. He is a brother
of Congressman George Edmund Foss
of Illinois.
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HON. JOHN A. SULLIVAN

HON. JOHN A. SULLIVAN.

John A. Sullivan, the representative
:: the Eleventh Congressional District
:: ~Iassachusetts,was born in Boston,
~IaY 10, 1868. He was educated in
::.~. public schools, the high school
.:..::d Boston University, graduating
~:m Boston University Law School
= 1896, with the degree of LL.B.,
='d","'TIa cum laude. In October, 1896,
:'" was admitted to the Suffolk Bar,
~d is now a member of the Bar of
::'<0 l-nited States District, Circuit and
~ ..:preme Courts. He has been iden
=::ed with many prominent cases, and
-0 considered to be one of the most
<O~:'quent forensic orators in the State.

In 1900, Mr. Sullivan accepted the
~I<omocraticnomination for Senator in
::'<0 Fifth Suffolk District, which was
::'<on considered a Republican strong
-=- :·:d. After a vigorous campaign,
~rr. Sullivan was elected by a narrow
=..ugin, defeating his Republican op
:::.: :lent, Mr. John H. Colby, by twenty
-=~ht votes. His first year in the
:::-:ate Senate convinced his friends
:=3.[ they had made a wise choice, and
":,n him many Republican admirers.
:-1<0 was appointed to the Committee
::: the Judiciary, one of the most im
:::-:,r:ant committees of the Legislature,
::' ",'hich only lawyers of recognized
.a.:dity are appointed. His eloquence
::.s a debater, his able and untiring
";\xk on committee, and his unques
:::,ned integrity, won for him the high
~tgard of his associates. Being re
::,:>minated in 19°1, he carried the
':':5trict by a majority of two thousand
.:...::d twenty-eight votes, and continued
::5 duties as Senator for another year,
.a.cting not only upon the Committees
:: [he Judiciary and Insurance and
Education, but also upon the special
::·mmittee which sat durir:g the recess
:: re\'ise the laws of the Common
"e.:ilth. For this work his training as
~ active lawyer mac.ehimeminently
'-=::ed.

In the fall of 1902, he received the
":"':'3.nimous Democratic nomination as
.:.. candidate for Congress, from the
::<ow eleventh district. In the recent
~tdjstricting of the State, the new
"'~t:\'enth disttict was planned to in
:~ude the strongest Republican wards
:f Boston, and was confidently ex
?,=cted to send a Republican to
Congress, but Mr. Sullivan defeated
::.:s opponent, Mr. Eugene N. Foss,
'jy 1896 votes.

Entering upon his duties as a
member of the 58th Congress at the
extra session in November, 1903,
~rr. Sullivan was appointed to the
Committee on Elections, to which
'lll"ere referred map-y of the most ;--jm
?:>rtant contests, and here his knowl
edge of the law and careful study of
:he facts gave him a high place in the
deliberations of the committee.

His first speech in Congress was
"-:eli\'ered on Tuesday, January 19,
1(,04, and he took for his subject one
·:,f the keenest interest, not only to
his own district but to his entire State,
.. Canadian Reciprocity." Continually
interrupted by a'pplause, his time ex-

pired before he had been able to con
clude his remarks, but, upon the
motion of members, unanimous con
sent was given for an extension of
time, and he was enabled to finish his
speech. At its conclusion the applause
took the nature of a demonstration,
and he was surrounded by many
leading Democrats and prominent Re
publicans, who congratulated him
upon the success of his maiden effort.
Old members who have sat through
many Congresses stated that it was
the best maiden speech they had ever

heard, and the Massachusetts delega
tion took a new pride in the member
from the eleventh district.

Mr. Sullivan's next speech was de
livered on March 28, when he devoted
thirty minutes to a resume of Repub
lican policies and a terse and pointed
explanation' of' their connection with
the phenomenal growth of trusts and
industrial combinations.

On the 18th of April he delivered
his third and last speech of the session
during the reading of the general de
ficiency bill. This bill contained a
provision for the payment to Massa
chusetts of the sum of $1,6rr,740.85,
to reimburse her for money spent
dllIi'ng- the Civil War, in equipping,

clothing and transporting troops to
aid in suppressing the rebellion. This
provision was recognized by all the
members of the Massachusetts dele
gation as entirely inadequate, for it
failed to include $886,389.88, which
was spent by the State in purchasing
gold to redeem the bonds which she
had issued to preserve the Union.
The delegation concluded to make an
effort to procure the return of this
$886,389.88, which was expended by
the State in good faith upon' the
promise contained in the Act of Con-

gress of July 27, 186 I, that the States
should be reimbursed for all costs,
charges and expenses incurred by
them in aiding to suppress the re
bellion, and, accordingly, Representa
tiv615 Roberts and Sullivan were ap
po'inted to prepare the case and present
it to the Committee on Appropriations.
Owing to an urgent call to New York,
Mr. Roberts was unable to appear
before the Committee, and the case
was presented by Mr. Sullivan.

Throughout the session Mr. Sullivan
enjoyed the confidence andfriendship
of the leaders of his party, and was
constantly called into consultations
with them on matters of party interest.
His return to Congress is eagerly

looked forward to, and the old mem
bers are confident that he will rank
with the roost brilliant members of
that body.

A fitting recognition of his oratorical
ability and scholarly attainments was
found in his selection as the Fourth
of July orator for the City of Boston,
and his effort sustained the traditions
of the day.

On November 8, 1904, Mr. Sullivan
was again elected to Congress from
the ,eleventh district, and his voice
will once more be heard in the cause
of Massachusetts industries.

Mr. Sullivan was married on Jan
uary 25, 1899, to Mary E. Donovan
of Winthrop, Mass., and they have
three children, Louise, Katherine and
Eleanor.

An earnest student of the law,
economics and statecraft, a man of
wide reading and culture; of lofty
aims, high ideals and simple private
life; possessed of a singular personal
charm which endears him to his
friends, Mr. Sullivan's rise in public
life has been as extraordinary as it
has been merited.

HON. ANDREW J. PETERS.

Hon. Andrew J. Peters was born
in Forest Hills, April 3, 1872; for
three generations his family has been
identified with this district. A grad
uate of Harvard College in 1895, and
of the Harvard Law School in 1898,
he entered the office of Warren &
Garfield, of which firm he is now a
member. While carrying on his law
practice, he has always taken an
active interest in public affairs, and as
chairman of the Committee on Legis
lation of the Jamaica Plain Citizens'
Association, he represented the dis
trict in important matters. To this
work he has given much time and
labor and has been conscientious in
securing for the citizens the best
results.

In 1902 he was a member of the
Legislature from Ward 23, having
received in addition to the united
democratic vote the support of many
prominent republicans. His term in
the Legislature showed him to be inde
pendent and at the same time watch
ful of the interests of his constituents;
and he played an important part in
the successful fight for five-cent fares.
He also urged the amendment to the
Betterment and Assessment Act, by
which the cost to abutters of street
widening was materially lessened.
The extension of the Stony Brook
Improvement is another measure in
which he interested himself.

He was a strong factor in the Leg
islature of 19°2, a fact that Senator
Seaver and the other leaders were
quick to appreciate. But it has been
in the harness as a private citizen
that his most earnest and consistent
efforts for the district have been
made.

Since the agitation which resulted
in obtaining the Francis Parkman
School, in Forest Hills, Mr. Peters
has been frequently before the district
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in connection with matters pertaining
to its welfare.

The names of those connected with
the five-cent movement are so well
known throughout the district that it
is hardly necessary to mention the
name of one so prominently connected
with the work as the Hon. Andrew J.
Peters, Senator from this district.

The most appreciative expressions
in this regard have come from his
own colleagues in the House with
whom he labored for a proper solu
tion of this interesting problem. This
agitation gave him an excellent chance
to demonstrate his ability and show
his influence before the Legislature
and the Railroad Commission as
well.

When Mr. Peters made the motion'
in the House that the bill allowing
the Boston Elevated to lease the Old
Colony Street Railway should be
taken up under suspension of the
rules and given its several readings,
he was accorded right of way. What
ever opposition there might have been
to his action he had met and dis
posed of.

The matter of the Stony Brook
Jmprovement and the extension of
the present covering of the brook has
also met with consideration by Mr.
Peters, and he made every effort to
aid in the securing of the appropria
tion \¥hich is being used for the ex
tension of the improvement south
from Green Street and the improve
ment of the drainage throughout
Roslindale.

In 1903 he was elected to the
State Senate and his record there is
commented upon editorially in the
Boston Transcript as follows:

"He has been active and faithful
in the discharge of his duties and
has interested himself in measures
that were at once practical and whole
some. One of these, in which the
credit of initiative belonged en
tirely to him, was known as the bond
bill, which required advertisements
for bids When state bonds were to be
sold, and put an end to the practice of
inviting only a few selected firms to
compete. The State Treasurer, in
opposing this bill, maintained that he
could not 'get enough o\.Jtside firms
to compete and the result would be
a loss to the state, but at the first
sale of bonds under the new act
last summer he received .more bids
than he had generally secured previ
ously.

Other measures which Mr. Peters
initiated, or upon which he was in
strumental in securing favorable leg
islation, were the general trust com
pany act, the bill to tax corporative
improvements (In the commonwealth
land, and the bill to protect the pub
lic from fraud in the sale of bonds on
the partial payment plan. His in
fluence while conservative was also
positive, and there was perhaps not a
member of the entire body who did
more for the safeguarding of general
business and the protection of the
public and their relations to it than
he. Although a democrat, he was

an independent legislator, and not
only voted against the Soldiers'
Bounty Bill, but also voted to sus
tain the Governor when an attempt
was made to pass the bill over his
veto."

The committees which Mr. Peters
served on showed by the bills they
intrusted to him to report for them,
their appreciation of him, and their
recognition of. the position he occupied
in the Senate.

By the Banks. and Banking Com
mittee he was entrusted with the
drafting and reported for the commit-

tee the General~Trust Company' Act,
the act relating to the sale of bonds
and notes by the commonwealth,
which latter act he also introduced.

The Judiciary Committee composed
of the leading members of the bar of
both bodies gave him charge of
several among its most important
measures, including amongst others
the bill relating to changing the law
as to the taking of land by right of
eminent domain.

Two of the three committees of
which Mr. Peters was a member, the
Judiciary and the Committee on
Banks and Banking, had special mes
sages sent to them.

These matters so referred were
deemed of sufficient moment to re-

quire a special message from the
Governor. In each of these instances
it was Senator Peters who was chosen
by the committee to report their
matters based on the special messages
from Governor Bates.

On November 8, 1904, Mr. Peters
was re-elected to the State Senate, and
the citizens of this district may feel
safe that all matters which may be
introduced, having any bearing on
the welfare of this community, will
have his close attention, and that his
former splendid record will be con
tinued.

His particular strong point is action
more than words, and nearly every
person who' has approached Mr.
Peters with a petition for any under
taking toward local advancement. has
not only received his close atten
tion, but has found him ready to
put his time and labor toward these
ends.

Mr. Peters is one of the largest
property holders in the District South
of Forest Hills.

He knows the wants of the com
munitv and it is seldom that a man
of hi; ability, integrity and large law
practice can be induced to give him~

self to the interests of his neighbors
as completely as Mr. Peters has in
the last few years.

JUDGE J. M. F. HOWARD.

The subject of this sketch was
born in Boston. His remote ances
tors who settled in this country came
from the island of Great Britain.
Quakers and Presbyterians appear in
the line. His father was a contractor
and builder in Boston, and his mother
a native of the state of Maine.

He attended private and public
schools in both states; in Boston
the Chauncy Hall preparatory, the
Brimmer on Common street, the Eng~

lish High of which Thomas Sherwin,
Esq., was then principal, and (later
on) the Law School at Harvard Uni
versity.

Mercantile life claimed his early
attention. His first employment was
in the office of the Boston & Phila
delphia Steamship Line on Central
Wharf. Subsequently he served an
apprenticeship with the firm of Reed,
Cutler & Co., druggists and importers,
on India street. After becoming of
age he was employed in various mat
ters pertaining to the same line of
business, including drug brokerage.

At the suggestion of Messrs. A. B.
& D. Sands & Co. of New York, he
fulfilled an engagement with a whole
sale establishment on Hayne street in
Charleston, South Carolina. This
was before the outbreak of the civil
war, and the year 1861 was full of
eventful interest for him.

He is said to have been the first
child baptized in old Boylston Hall,
at the corner of Boylston and Wash
ington streets in Boston, by Father
Ballou, pastor of the Universalist So
ciety which at the time worshiped
there. At this same hall, in 186r, he
did guard duty during the night which
preceded the departure of the Sixth
Massachusetts Rf:'giment for Balti
more and Washington. The hall
was then the armory of the Second
Battalion of Infantry, of which he
was a member. With that organiza
tion he went to Fort Warren in Bos
ton harbor and rendered voluntary
service by way of garrison duty there
at the time when the men of the
Eleventh and Twelfth Massachusetts
Regiments were also there quartered.
It is noticeable perhaps, that here at
this time, was originated and set to
music that potent war song of the
period, " John Brown's Body."

About this time there was or
dered an expedition to operate by
way of Stone inlet against the Con
federate defences in rear of the cit}'
of Charleston. He accompanied this
expedition and served there on behalf
of the New York Tribune, as its cor
respondent during the expeditionary
operations.

At the conclusion of them he re
turned to New York, and afterward
took up again, in Boston, the study of
law.

He was admitted to the bar in
1863. Before then he had been a
student in the office of Park & Russ
on Tremont street, and William L.
Burt, Esq, on Washington street, had
had an experience in state courts,
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lican state convention from Ward 23,
and in the latter year was one of the
vice-presidents of the convention.
He has an office at present with Gov
ernor John L. Bates, at 8S State
street, India building.

JUDGE HENRY AUSTIN

from Harvard College in 1879, Mr.
Austin became a student in the
law office of Hon. Henry W. Paine
and the late Hon. Robert D. Smith.
In 1880 he passed a successful ex
amination to the Suffolk Bar and was
admitted to practice in all the courts
of the commonwealth. In the same
year he was also admitted to the dis
trict and circuit courts of the United
States.

After remaining with Mr. Paine
for three years, in 1883 he entered
the office of his uncle, Edward Aus
tin. Upon the retirement of his
uncle he became associated with Sen
ator Hatch of New Hampshire, and
in 1886 he was elected register of
deeds for Rockingham County, the
first democrat to hold that office for
twenty-eight years. At this time his
health failed him, and by the advice
of his physician he was compelled to
resign the position.

Upon returning to Boston he was
elected a commissioner of insolvency
for Suffolk County in 1889, and in
October, 1890, was appointed by
Governor Brackett, associate Justice
of the Municipal Court of Boston
(West Roxbury district) which posi
tion he now holds.

In 1892 he was again re-elected
commissioner of insolvency for the
term of three years. Mr. Austin has
written several law books, which are
considered the leading authorities
upon the subjects of which they treat.
Among them are: "American Farm
and Game Laws," published in 1886;
"The Liquor Law in the New Eng
land States," published in 1890; and
the "American Game and Fish
Laws," published in 1891.

In 1902 and 1903 Judge .Austin
was elected a delegate to the repub-

is exemplified in the case of Judge
Henry Austin of West Roxbury. He
has already made a mark in both law
and literature. .

Mr. Austin was born in Boston on
December 31, 1858. His education
was obtained at Chauncy Hall School
and at Harvard College.

His father was William Austin, an
East India merchant, who was well
known in Boston, and died in 1862.
His mother, whose maiden name was
Chase, was the daughter of a noted
clergyman of New York, and a rela
tive of the late Chief Justice Chase of
the Supreme Court of the United
States.

After receiving the degree of L.L.B.

JUDGE HENRY AUSTIN.

Law is a proverbially jealous mis
tress, but this jealousy does not
always preclude an affectionate re
gard for her first cousin, literature, as

and the results of his indefatigable
work while representing the district
are now just beginning to be appre
ciated.

He is a member of the Mount Hope
Citizens' Association.

the strongest republican senatorial dis
tricts in the city.

He was an active worker in all the
public improvements of our district,
and was treasurer of the executive
committee of the mass meetings held
in Roslindale, which did so much to
arouse public interest in the five-cent
fare movement, which so happily
ended on July I, 1903, in giving us
much needed cheaper transportation
on the electric system.

He was also one of the hardest
workers on the widening of Hyde
Park Avenue, now being constructed.
He gave of his valuable time and
energy, as well as his money, to the
interests of the people of this section,

and the latter concern now has
offices on Warren Street, Roxbury.
He is a Mason and an Odd Fellow,
and is trustee of Roxbury Lodge in
the latter organization. He is presi
dent of the Roxbury HistOlical So
ciety; one of the trustees of the Henry
A. Walker estate, having charge of a
fund for indigent females in Roxbury.
He is also a member of the Joseph
Warren Association. He was elected
Senator of this district in 19°1, and
re·elected in 1902 and 19°3, serving
three terms as a democrat in one of

JUDGE J. M. F. HOWARD
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EX-SENATOR EDWARD SEAVER.

Edward Seaver was born June 3,
I ~-l9' He comes of the old Seaver
;:ock of Roxbury; was educated in
~c public schools and, the Roxbury
High School. In 1867. he went
~to the grocery business with his
:ather, William Seaver, which business
Tas continued until 1889, under the
:l3.me of William Seaver & Son. Later
he went into the real estate business
·.:nder the name of Seaver & Frost,

u.w in and about Boston, with offices
in Pemberton Square.
"He was connected with the Mu
nicipal COUlt at Jamaica Plain as
special and as standing justice since
it was first established. As standing
:ustice he, in 1877, succeeded Hon.
.I.)hn W. McKim (now judge of pro
jate and insolvency in Suffolk
county.)

He was a resident of the old town
c-i West Roxbury before annexation.
During the period of practical trans
:.:>rmation from town to city, he had
reason to note the growing appreci
~tion of the natural and sanitary feat
::res of that section.

He was married in Boston during
me year following his admission to
we bar. He was a member of Eliot
Lodge, A. F. and A. M. His public
;.en·ice was almost wholly judicial.
Except as an attorney or as notary he
d.:d not otherwise hold public office,
~nd refrained from active political life
-;.i.nce the elections of John A. Andrews
.lnd Abraham Lincoln.

Judge Howard died on October 22,
I ':F>4 at his home on Wren Street, and
:':5 loss was deeply mourned by the
.:'tizens of this district.

and been engaged upon cases tried
in the United States court of the
~[assachusettsdistrict.

Subsequently he became associated
.s partner with the late Augustus
Russ, in the active general practice of



He has given of his time liberally
to the public improvements of the
district, was president of the West
Roxbury Five-Cent Fare Association,
and has spoken at the different meet
ings for street widenings, as well as
being chairman of, the special com
mittee of the West Roxbury Citizens'
Association for the widening of
Centre street in 1902 and 1903. He
has also taken an active interest in
the New Needham Branch R.R., which
connects with the West Roxbury
Branch at the West Roxbury station,
and was much interested in the ex
tension of the elevated structure to
Forest Hills, and has been of much
assistance in other matters of interest
to the district, using his influence in
many directions whenever it was pos
sible.

SALEM D. CHARLES, ESQ.

Salem D. Charles was born in Brim
field, Hampden County, Mass., March
19, 1850' He was educated in the
public schools of his native village and
was fitted for college at the Hitchcock
free academy of Brimfield, of which
institution he is now a trustee. He
was graduated from Amherst College
in the class of 1874. He attended
the Boston University Law School
during the years 1876 and 1877, and
was admitted to the practice uf law in
Suffolk County in 1878. While a stu
dent at the law school Mr. Charles
taught school in Boston, which avoca
tion he continued for a short time
afterward. All of his school teaching
was confined to the evening schools,
and all of his labors in this field were

SALEM D, CHARLES. ESQ~

with the youth 'of the North End of
Boston.

Almost as soon as he began the
practice of law Mr. Charles engaged
in politics. His first public office was
as a member of the Legislature, being
elected from Ward 23, West Roxbury,
in 189 I. Though a democrat, and the
ward strongly republican, he won by a

considerable maJonty, largely by ap
pealing directly to the people of the
ward for their support. As a member
of the Legislature he won fame for him
self and credit to his district, and he
was the leader of his party on the floor
of the body. He had but little diffi
culty in securing a re-election to' the
Legislature for two' additiona.l years,
1892, 1893, during which ,time his
fame became more than local as it ex
tended from one end "of Uj'e state to
the other, due in no small degree to
his stumping tours with Uov. Russell.

After his services in the Legislature
Mr. Charles continued his activities in
politics, though he held no office for
several years subsequently. In 1896
he was elected a member of the Board
of Aldermen by the votes of the people
at large, and was re-elected the follow~

ingyear. He left the Board of Alder
men to become a member of the
Board of Street Commissioners, to
which office he was elected in the fall
of 1899. He has since been a mem
ber of the Board, and for the last three
years its chairman.

As a member of the Board of Street
Commissioners, Mr. Charles has done
much for the development of the West
Roxbury District. A large number of
streets have been laid out and made
public highways, the most important
of which have been Hyde Park Ave
nue and Belgrade Avenue. The build
ing of these avenues is now under
way, and when completed they will
undoubtedly cause a far greater devel
opment of the district.

JOHN M. MINTON, EsQ.

John M. Minton, Esq., chairman of
the Board of the Election Commis
sioners of Boston, was born in Jamaica
Plain, March 23, 1872. His edu
cation was received in the Agassiz
Grammar School, West Roxbury and
English High Schools and Harvard
College, from which he received the
degree of A.B. in 1894. He gradu
ated from Harvard Law School in
1896 and at once entered upon the
practice of law.

He has taken an active interest in
politics and was a member of the
Democratic Ward Committee of Ward
23 for six years. He served as Rep
resentative in the General Court in
1899 and 1900 from the Twenty-third
Suffolk District. Although the district
was strongly republican his person
ality and acknowledged ability brought
about his election. During both ses
sions of this Legislature he served all
the Judiciary Committee. While a
member of the House he secured the
passage of legislation giving the city
of Boston the right to appropriate, out
side the debt limit, three hundred and
fifty thousand dollars for the con
struction of highways in the Roxbury
and West Roxbury Districts and also
contributed with others in obtaining the
passage of an Act giving the city of
Boston the right to appropriate, out
side of the debt limit, three hundred
and fifty thousand dollars for the im
provement of Stony Brook.

In all matters of general importance
to the state, he displayed an active
interest and was recognized as an
able and conservative legislator.

He was appointed a member of the
Board of Election Commissioners of
Boston for the term of four years, begin
ning MaY"I, 1902 and has since served
'as' chairman. This departillent has

JOHN M. MINTON, ESQ.

charge of the preparation of the jury
list, the registration of voters and the
conduct of the primaries and elec
tions.

In 1897 Mr. Minton married Anna
1. Madden of Boston. They have
two children. He resides on Orchard
Avenue, :Forest Hills.

DR. E. PEABODY GERRY.

Notwithstanding the fact that Dr.
E. Peabody Gerry resides in Jamaica
Plain, it would be impossible to write
of the growth of and public improve
ments in the district south of Forest
Hills, without some mention of this
estimable gentleman, because he has
not only represented the district in the
Board of Aldermen, but has been
identified with those things that have
given us that impetus which, it is
hoped, will connect our beautiful
suburb with the city as it ought to be.

Dr. Gerry was born in Standish,
Maine, November 2,1846. When he
was very young, his father, a Unita
rian minister,moved with his family to
New York city, where he had charge
of the Children's Aid Society, one of
his duties being to visit the prisons.

When the subject of this sketch was
twelve years old, the family moved to
Boston, and his father became identi
fied with the various religious and
charitable organizations in the North
End. His memory is still held sacred
in many families, who were at that
time denizens of the old North End,
at a period when it was at its worst.

Young E. Peabody Gerry attended
the Eliot Grammar School here and
graduated at the Mayhew School, re-

ceiving a Franklin medal. He then
went to the Boston Latin School and
from there to Dartmouth College from
which he was graduated in the class
of '69' He then taught school at
Hudson, Mass., and was master of the
High School there. He was graduated
from the Harvard Medical School
in 1874 and from the Boston
City Hospital in the same year. He
has been vice-president of the City
Hospital Club. He was president of
the Norfolk District Medical Society,
was president of the Jamaica Club
and is now one of the vice-presidents
of the Jamaica Plain Citizens Asso
ciation and chairman of its Transporta
tion Committee. He was chairman of
a special committee appointed by
Mayor Hart to look after the interests
of Boston before the Legislature in the
matter of the lease between the New
York, New Haven & HartfOld Rail
road, and Boston & Albany, which
brought about the terminals, costing
$2,5°0,000. He has been Master of
Eliot Lodge, A. F. and A. M., for two
years, and District Deputy Grand
Master of the Fourth Masonic Dis
trict, and is a member of Quinobequin
Lodge, 1. O. O. F.

He represented this district in the
Board of Aldermen for the two years
of 1900 and 1901 ; his reason for giv
ing his time to this, at the expense of
his large medical practice, being to do
what he could to try to help in improv
ing the facilities of Boston Harbor.
He was a member of a special com
mittep. appointed by Mayor Hart for
this purpose, and that the work of this
committee was well done is now a
matter of history.

He has always taken an active inter-

DR.E. PEABODY GERRY

est in the public improvements of the
district, and was one of the most
strenuous workers in the now cele
brated five-cent fare agitation. He
was a member of the Committee on
Railroads of the Board, at a time
when the district needed a strong man
who did not fear to introduce a meas
ure ordering the tracks of the Old
Colony Railway Co. taken up from our



EDWARD J. BROMBERG

JOHN A. COULTHURST, ESQ.

Club, Germania Club, German Na
tional Association, Theodore Herzl
Club, Fidelia Club, Ponemah Club,
Maccabaean Society, Young Men's

man Bromberg, the one lone republi
can.

Mr. Bromberg has always been a
faithful, constant and energetic cham
pion of all improvements in the West
Roxbury District, has been closely
identified with the long siege and the
successful victory for better transpor
tation facilities, the procuring of the
present mantle boulevard street lamps
in place of the old-fashioned naphtha
lights, the very many new sewers,
better streets, sidewalks, gutters and
the numerous other local improve
ments that this district has obtained
within the past few years. He is a
recognized leader in all matters per
taining to a more economical admin
istration of our city government, the
decent conduct of our municipal
affairs and for all that is mo:.t worthy
and best in public office and life.

Numerous charitable, fraternal and
social" organizations include Mr.
Bromberg in their membership, among
them being the Jewish Congregation
" House of Prayer", of which he is a
trustee,the Helping HandHome, direc
tor Mount Sinai Hospital, United He
brew Charities, Y. M. Hebrew Asso
ciation, National Federation of Zion
ists, where he serves on the Executive
Board, Emigrant Aid Society, Boston
Society for the Aid of Sick and Dis
tressed, Roxbury Burial Society, Ger
mania Lodge, A. F. and A. M., Beacon
Lodge, K. of P., Shawmut Tribe, Red
Men, Fairview Lodge, A. O. U. W.,
Roslindale Council, R. A., Teutonia
Lodge, D.O.H., Harriet Durrell Rebe
kah Lodge, Buckingham Encampment,
Roslindale Citizens' Association, Mt.
Hope Citizens' Association; Jamaica
Plain Citizens Association, Ger
mantown Improvement Association
Boston Citizens' Alliance, Bos
ton Educational Asso€iation, Walt
Whitman Fellowship, Boston Press
Club, New Century Club, Roslindale

came a member of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association. In 1899 and
1900 he served as a member of the
Republican Committee of Ward 23
and in 1901 was elected to the Com
mon Council to which body he was
re-elected. in 1902. The following
year, 1903, he received the republican
nomination from the Eleventh District
for the Board of Aldermen and was
elected over his democratic opponent,
W. B. Heath, by a good majority,
thereby redeeming the Aldermanic
district for the republicans. Under
the new law of 1903, by which candi
dates for the Board of Aldermen were
chosen in the party primaries through
out the entire city, Alderman Brom
berg was one of the seven successful
nominees chosen from a list of thirty
aspirants, and in the following munic
ipal election, held at large, proved to
be the only republican Alderman
elected in the entire city of Boston,
his colleagues being the regular seven
democratic and five independent
democratic candidates, thus making
the Board of Aldermen for 1904 con
sist of twelve democrats and Alder-

In 1897 Mr. Bromberg moved from
Roxbury to Roslindale where he at
once took an active interest in all the
needed local improvements and be-

EDWARD J. BROMBERG.

Edward Justin Bromberg was bom
in Roxbury, Mass., July 20, 1864.
His father, Levi Bromberg, was an
old resident of this district and was
successfully engaged in business in
one location on Tremont Street from
1859 until retiring a few years prior
to his death, which occurred two years
ago.

Edward J. Bromberg was educated
in the Comins Grammar School, the
Roxbury High and Boston Latin
Schools and" attended one term at
Harvard University. He studied law
in the Boston University Law School
and for the past eight years has been
in partnership with William M. Blatt
in the general practice of the law, with
offices in the Old South Building,
Boston.

with his wife and two children at 3
Hyde Park Avenue, Forest Hills. He
is one of the most energetic men in
public life, and gives all his time to
the duties of his office, including the
interests of his constituents.

Government Association, and M. W.
Lomasney, the Ward 8 leader, aud
was elected, receiving 28,587 votes.

Mr. Kneeland is married and lives

FRED J. KNEELAND.

Fred J. Kneeland was born in Bos
ton, August 25, 1865, and was edu
cated in the public schools. He was·
apprenticed to Joseph P. Connell of
72 Warren Street, as a painter and
decorator, and joined the Painters'
Cnion, NO.1 1, of the Brotherhood of
Painters, Decorators and Paper Hang
ers, in 1887, and is still a member.
He has held every office in the local
union and was president of the na
tional body of painters and decorators,
from 1896 to 1900 inclusive. He
served as president of the Boston
Central Labor Union for two years
and in 1897 and 1898 was president
of the Building Trades' Council.

In 1897 he was a candidate for
School Committee, receiving 35,141

votes, being defeated by only80 votes.
10 1903 he was a candidate for Alder
man, and was endorsed by a "large
number of labor unions, the Good

FRED J. KNEELAND

streets, and this order had much to do
~th the final getting together of the
two railroads, resulting finally in five
cent fares to the district. In this, as
in all other things which he has taken
hold of, he showed an earnestness
which must result in something being
accomplished. He was a candidate in
the republican caucuses for Mayor in
1903, being convinced that the city
needed treatment at the hands of a
physician who could, first, diagnose
the case, and second, apply the needed
remedy. He was a candidate for the
Senate in the last election.

It is fortunate for any community to
have men like Dr.Gerry,who are willing
to give their time, at a great personal
sacrifice, to the common good, in mat
ters of interest to the general public j

and the friends who know "the Doc
tor" best, are saying that they do not
intend to allow him to retire, while he
is able to accomplish so much good to
the community.



Republican Club, North Dorchester
Republican Club, Ward 23 Gennan
Republican Club, Hebrew Republican
League, Stars of Jamaica, Veteran
Firemen, and the Apollo Orchestral
Society. In addition to these organi
zations, Mr. Bromberg is serving as
District Deputy Grand Master in the
order of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Bromberg is married and with
his wife and three children resides at
185 Poplar Street.

JOHN A. COULTHURST, EsQ.

John A. Coulthurst was born in
Pawtucket, R. 1., June 24, 187 I.

When he was three months old, his
father moved with his family to the
West Roxbury District, and the sub
ject of this sketch received his educa
tion in the Charles Stunner School,
from which he was graduated in 1885;
Boston College, from which he was
graduated with the degree of A.B., in
1892. He then took a post graduate
course in the Georgetown University,
and received his degree from there in
1893. He later took a degree of
L.L.B., in the Boston University Law
School, in 1895. Since that time he
has been practicing law in Boston.

He always took an active interest
in the public improvements of the
district, and has been secretary, vice
president, and chairman of the Com
mittee on Streets, of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association.

In the movement for five-cent fares
for the district, Mr. Coulthurst was
appointed chairman of the executive
committee of the mass meeting, after
the original committee had been dis
charged for want of activity. From
that date on, he gathered together the
tangled ends of the skein, and finally
unwound the snarl in which the people
of the district had surrounded them
selves, by petitioning for the use of
the streets by the Norfolk Suburban
and Roslindale Street Railway Com
panies.

Mr. Coulthurst, then a young law
yer, entered into the cause with all
the vigor of young manhood, and at
the various hearings was pitted against
the best attorneys that the corpora
tions could employ. That his work
was done successfully is now a matter
of history, and whenever the now
famous four years' fight for five-cent
fares is spoken of, it cannot help but
be linked with the name of John A.
Coulthurst. He was elected to the
Legislature, in 1902, as a democrat,
in a strong repl1blican ward, because
the people of the district thought he
had that aggressiveness which was
essential to a proper representation
in these strenuous times. Nor was
their confidence misplaced. He was
sent back again in 1903 and 1904, and
the widening of Hyde Park Avenue
will always be a monument to his
memory. He was also active in the
widenii'Ig of Belgrade Avenue and
Brandon Street, and made a study of
that greatest calamity in our district,
Stony Brook. As a result of his
labors, a bill was passed by the Legis-

lature last year, to begin to improve
this crying evil, but unfortunately it
was vetoed by the Governor.

Mr. Coulthurst never took hold of
any enterprise without first having
given it study enough to make him
satisfied as to its merits, and how to
get the remedy. He then worked
upon that enterprise until it was ac
complished. In consequence of this,
he has the respect and admiration of
the thinking men of the district, irre
spective of party.

HaN. A. A. MAXWELL.

Although the subject of this sketch
resides at Jamaica Plain, he has been
closely identified with the affairs of

HON. A. A. MAXWELL

this district, and is interested in any
undertaking toward its advancement.

A. A. Maxwell was born in Wells,
Maine, January 24,1858, and attended
the public schools of his native place.
Later, he was a pupil at Kent's Hill
Seminary; was graduated from Dart
mouth College in 1883, and Boston
University Law School in 1886. He
immediately began the practice of law
in the office of J. H. Benton, Jr. (then
attorney for the Old Colony Railroad),
and in 1893, when this road was ab
sorbed by the New York, New Haven
& Hartford Railroad, Mr. Maxwell
entered the legal department of the
latter company.

In 1896, Mr. Maxwell was a mem
ber of the House of Representatives
from Ward 23, and in 1897 was re
turned from Ward 22, the dividing
line of the wards having been changed
during his term of office. He was
elected to the Senate from the Eighth
Suffolk District in 1899 and 1900,
and in 1901-2-3 was a member of
the Governor's Council under the ad
ministration of Governor W. Murray
Crane and Governor J. L. Bates. He
was appointed by Governor Bates to
the Board of Trustees of the Medfield
Insane Asylum, in 1904.

Mr. Maxwell is a member of the
Jamaica Plain Citizens Association;

the Eliot Club; the Jamaica Club,
and of the Eliot Lodge, A. F. & A. M.

In 1889 he married Miss Nancy E.
Ethridge, a native of the State of New
York.

HaN. WILLIAM A. MORSE.

Hon. William A. Morse was born in
Boston, July 27, 1863, and formerly re
sided at Vineyard Haven, M.artha's
Vineyard, but later removed to West
Roxbury, Mass. After completing his
studies at the island schools he studied
at Hebron Academy, Maine, and at
Worcester Academy. He studied law
with the late Attorney-General Hosea
M. Knowlton, New Bedford; Prince &
Peabody, Boston, and at Boston Uni
versity. Admitted to Suffolk Bar,
January 26. 1886, and since admitted
to the United States Circuit and
District Courts, and the United States
Supreme Court. Is a lawyer, with
offices in the Equitable Building,
Boston. For the heroic rescue, by a
perilous dive, of a fisherman's son
from drowning off No Man's Island,

HON. WILLIAM A. MORSE

while he was still a law student, he
was given a valuable medal by the
Massachusetts Humane Society. Mem
ber of Paul Revere Lodge of Odd
Fellows, Somerville; of Martha's Vine
yard Lodge of Masons. Also member
of A. & A. Scottish Rite 32d degree,
St. Andrew's Royal Arch Chapter,
Aleppo Temple, Mystic Shrine, An
cient and Honorable Artillery Com
pany, Boston Lodge of Elks, Boston
Press Club. In House of Representa
tives in 1893, on committees on
county estimates and State House.
In Senate of 1895, chairman of com
mittee on engrossed bills; and on
committees on judiciary, and harbors
and public lands. Chairman of com
mittee on insurance; and on judiciary,
and harbors and public lands, in 1896.
Chairman of committee on judiciary,
and on counties, and harbors and
public lands, in 1897. Chairman of
committe on judiciary, fisheries and
game, harbors and public lands, in
1898.

JOSIAH H. QUINCY, ESQ.

Josiah H. Quincy, one of Boston's
ablest lawyers, whose residence is in
West Roxbury, was born in Rumney,
N. H., in 1860. He received his
preparatory education at New Hamp
ton and Phillips Exeter Academy, later
entering Dartmouth College, from
which he was graduated in the class
of 1884. He immediately began the
practice of law in Boston at 19 Milk
Street, where his present offices are
located. He became identified with
Trinity Church, and for two years was
president of Trinity Club. Mr. Quincy
also took an active part in the politi
cal fortunes of Ward 10, where he
then resided. In 1892 he moved to
West Roxbury, and on the organiza
tion of Emmanuel Church, he became
vestryman and clerk, which offices he
still holds.

He has been for twelve years a di
rector of the Boston Y. M. c. A., is a
trustee of the Wells Memorial Insti
tute for working men and women, is a
member of the Twentieth Century and
New Hampshire Exchange Clubs.

Since his coming to West Roxbury
Mr. Quincy has closely identified him
self with the interests of the district,
having served as president of the West
Roxbury Citizens' Association, vice
president of the Highland Club, and
is a member of the Executive Com-

JOSIAH H. QUINCY, ESQ.

mittee of the Public School Asso
ciation.

He married October I I, 1899,
Miss Irene M. Brown, of West Rox
bury and their home is at 52 Stratford
Street.

JOHN F. McDONALD, EsQ.

John F. McDonald was born in Ja
maica Plain, December 21, 1867, and
graduated from the Aga~siz Grammar
School. He prepared for college at the
Boston Preparatory School, and was
graduated from Dartmouth in 1890,
and from the Boston University Law
School in 1892, practicing law since.
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He was a member of the Democratic
Ward Committee for ten years, and
..-as for five years its chainnan. While
}Ir. McDonald has always refused
!JT;lblic office, he has been one of the
~'V5t able and aggressive figures in
c>:>litics that this ward has ever seen.
He took hold when the ward was
~.)pelessly republican, and by interest
'::lg the young men built up a party
:r;at was able to cope successfully
with its friends on the other side. He
Tas a tireless worker, a quick thinker,
i.:ld a fair opponent. Since retiring
;Tom active participation in politics he
m given the same amount of energy
md thought to his rapidly increasing
::a~ practice. He was connected for
some years with the late lamented
ludO"e Corcoran, of Collins & Cor
::or:n, one of the best law finns in the
.:it".

)ohn F. McDonald is recognized as
.lll able lawyer, a close student of
human nature, and has few equals
Defore a jury in driving home facts.
He has lately been connected with
:Nch celebrated cases as the Wilson
::nurder trial, and Dodge will case.
He has had many damage suits
against the corporations and the city
0f Boston, all of which have brought
:0 him the attention of the bar, and
he is now looked upon as one of our
:nost successful rising legal lights.

JOHN ~ McDONALD, ESQ.
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He married in 1901, Miss Eliza
beth Minton, daughter of Thomas Min
ton. Orchard Avenue, Forest Hills.

WARREN F. FREEMAN.

\Varren F. Freeman was born in
Truro, Mass., August 17, 1873, and
received his education in the public
schools' of his native town, and Pro
nncetown, and at Burdett's Business
College. When he was but seventeen
years of age, he came to Boston, and
in the winter of 1893, four years later,
he became salesman for Edward T.
Harrington & Co., the well known

real estate brokers. He was assigned
to the West Roxbury District and has
continued here ever since, now resid
ing with his family at 15 Avalon Road.
Mr. Freeman is a member of the West
Roxbury Citizens' Association, and
has been for two years chairman of its
Committee on Streets, Parks and
Squares. He is Past Grand of Long
fellow Lodge, 1. O. O. F., of Roslin
dale, is chairman of the Ward 23 Re
publican Commi(tee, and in 19°0-'01
'02, served as its secretary. He has
been a member of the Republican
State Committee for two years, and is
at the present time a member of its
Executive Committee. He is a mem
ber of the Highland Club, Middlesex
Club and the First Corps of Cadets.

The concern with which Mr. Free
man is connected does a general real
estate, mortgage and insurance busi
ness, and in one of the oldest and
largest offices in the city. Mr. Har
rington has been in the business for
forty years, and they occupy the whole
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of the third floor at the Corner of
Washington and School Streets. They
have thirty salesmen, one in about
every district in Boston, and they have
about as many more farm agents scat
tered all over New England. Mr.
Freeman came to this can"em when
he had hardly reached man's estate
and has devoted his entire time to the
real estate business in West Roxbury,
Roslindale and Jamaica Plain,and has
been one of the most potent factors in
developing real estate in our district.

JOSEPH J. LEONARD, ESQ.

Joseph J. Leonard was born in the
Jamaica Plain District, May 8, 1876,
and received his education in the public
schools; graduating from the Agassiz
Grammar School in 1890' Being
obliged to leave the English High
School at the end of one year, after
various other positions, he went to
work on the estate of E. H. Clapp,

where he was employed for eleven
years. Of a studious nature, he pur
sued his education at home and be
came a member of the Evans Institute
of the Boston Y. M. C. A., taking a
prominent part in the Young Men's
Congress and was chosen to represent
that body in debates against"IIarvard,
Emerson College. and other debating
societies.

Always taking an active interest in
the development of the democratic
party, in clubs, and on the public plat
form, his recognized ability as a public
speaker led to his selection a,s a candi
date of that party in our ward, in 19°2,
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for the State Legislature. . He was
again the candidate of his party in
1903 and was elected. He was on the
Committee on Harbors and Public
Lands, and, for thi~ reason, became a
student of those larger matters of inter
est to the whole city. He has been
an active worker in the public im
provements in our Ward, and gave of
his time liberally at the various hear
ings. He is now practicing law with
an office in the Tremont Building.

JOHN J. CONWAY.

John J. Conway was born September
2, 1874, in the same house on Spring
Street, West Roxbury, in which he
now resides. He graduated from the
old Mt. Vernon Grammar School in
1888, and the West Roxbury High
School in 1892. He then entered
the employ of McKenney & Water
bury, who deal in gas and electric fix
tures, and has been with this concern
since that time. Mr. Conway is a
member of the Germantown Improve
ment Association and the West Rox
bury Citizens' Association, in which
he also holds an important chairman
ship, that of the Committee on Streets,
Parks, and Squares. He is also iden
tified with the Knights of Columbus
and the Gas Fitters' Union. From the
latter organization he is a delegate to

the Central Labor Union. He has
represented the ward in the Common
Council for the pa:>t three years and
has been on the Finance Committee
for two years. Active in all the great
public improvements that have come
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to the ward, he has given of his time
and voice liberally at the various hear
ings upon matters of importance to
the district. He has been a plain,
every-day worker in the ranks of those
who have helped in such matters, but
his work has counted just as potently
as that of many who were in com
mand. He does not make much of a
splurge about the work that he does,
but that it has been done successfully,
and with the commendatiort of the
people of this district, is proven by his
choice as a candidate for the Legisla
ture at the eJection just ended.

Whatever the future may have in
store for John J. Conway as a candi
date for public office, his neighbors
know the private citizen as an hon
est, clean, manly worker for anything
that he believes to be right.

FRANCIS W. ESTEY, EsQ.

Francis Wayland Estey, son of
Aaron Hart and Louisa Jane (Wat
son) Estey of New England and New
Jersey antecedents, was born in Lim
erick, Maine, December 16. 1866.
His father was a Baptist clergyman,
who held pastorates in Maine, Illinois,
New York and Massachusetts. Mr.
EsteY'received his early education in
the public schools of Westboro, Mass.
After the death of his father, he came
to Boston and from 1884 to 1898 was
in the employ of two mercantile houses.
From 1898 to 1901 he attended Bos
ton University Law School, taking the
degree L.L.B., "magna cum laude,"
winning a prize for scholarship, .and
was admitted to th~ bar in 1901. In
the same year, Mr. Estey married
Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of George
W. and Sarah E. (Williams) Norris,
of Woburn, who had been a member



of his class at the' Law School and
who was admitted to the bar with him.

He has been a resident of Roslin
dale with his mother since 1885.
Early in his residence there, he be
came interested in the local Improve
ment Society and acted as its secre
tary. Upon the formation of the Citi
zens' Association he was chosen Sec
retary, serving for several years, and

FKANC1S W. ESTEY

being again chosen upon the re-organi
zation of the Association. Through
this work he came in contact with the
political life of the community, first
serving upon a committee having in
charge the campaign started by the
Citizens' Association, for the nomina
tion and election of the late William
A. Davis.

In politics Mr. Estey is a republi
can, and has served upon the local
and state republican committees. He
represented the district in the House
of Representatives in 1897 and 1898,
and in 1900 received the republican
nomination for state Senator, but
failed of election. During his service
in the Legislature he was instrumental
in securing for the district the 'new
building for the West Roxbury High
School and the land for the Roslindale
Playgr0und.

In 1903 he was appointed Ballot
Law Commissioner by Governor Bates.
Mr. Estey is engaged in the practice
of law with an office in Barristers'
Hall.

JOHN CHELLMAN.

John Chellman was born in Borg
holm, Sweden, July 13, 1854, and re
ceived his education in the public
schools of Sweden. There he learned
the trade of tailor, coming to Boston
when he was but nineteen years of
age. July I, 1880, he came to Roslin
dale to reside, since which time he has
taken an active interest in the welfare
of the community. He has been with
James C. Littlefield, merchant tailor,
12 Beacon Street, for twelve years, as
a cutter.

Mr. Chellman has been identified
with the Roslindale Baptist Church
for twenty years, and is at present
deacon and associate superintendent
of the Sunday School. He has always
been an active worker in church and
social life, and was a charter member
of the three improvement associations
of Roslindale. He has been for a
number of years chairman of the Com
mittee on Schools, Parks and Public
Grounds of the Roslindale Citizens'
Association, and it was due to his
efforts, almost entirely, thatthe branch
of the Boston Public Library was ob
tained for Roslindale. He has attend
ed the various hearings on the great
transportation problems of our district
and has given of his time generously

JOHN CHELLMAN

in promoting improvements, especially
those connected with our streets.

The Guardian Co-operative Bank of
Boston numbers him amollg its direct
ors and for some years he has been a
member of the Republican Ward
Committee. As a representative of
the wholesome and substantial citi
zens of our district, he is in the front
rank. He married Miss Erickson of
Boston, and has five sons and three
daughters. Of the former J. Edwin
and J. Emory are in the wholesale
tailors' trimming business in Boston;
and Harry Roland, Chester Eric, and
Lloyd Hamilton are students living at
home. Jennie Elizabeth (formerly a
teacher in the public schools) is now
Mrs. A. L. Walker; Agnes Ellena is
now Mrs. F. E. Gilman and Edith
Elvira is now Mrs. Oliver Langelle, all
of whom reside in Roslindale.

1. B. HAMBLEN.

On June 23, 1835, in the little
town of Wellfleet on Cape Cod, I. B.
Hamblen first saw the light of day,
and he traces his ancestry to James
Hamblen who came from London in
1639. His father was one of the
Minute Men in the War of 1812, and
for years had business relations with

Boston merchants that continued to
the time of his death in 1876.

Young Hamblen attended the Bos
ton public schools, and took a two
years' course at Wilbraham, Mass.,
which he completed in 1852. In the
same year he took charge of the can
ning business of Hamblen,Baker &
Co., of which his father was a senior
member. This concern was one of the
largest canning establishments of that
time, with factories located at many
places along the Atlantic coast from
Nova Scotia to Chesapeake Bay.
Many of them are still carried on by
Mr. Hamblen and his sons. Mr.
Hamblen was one of the oldest can
ning-packers in the Dominion of
Canada and has many medals, won
in competition for superior goods.
The firm of 1. B. Hamblen & Co.,
established in 1873, still supplies a
considerable proportion of the whole
sale trade in the East.

In 1894 Mr. Hamblen came to
West Roxbury, where he established
with his two sons, Louis F., and Wal
ter P., an extensive coal business
which they still carryon. Mr. Ham-
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bien is always interested in any enter
prise in the West Roxbury District
and is an active member of the Ros
lindale Citizens' Association and the
Mount Hope Citizens' Association.
He is also a member of the Royal
Arch Chapter, A. F. and A. M., of
Somerville, Mass.

In politics he is a staunch repub
lican and from 1901 to 1903 acted as
warden in the republican caucus in
Roslindale. He married, in 1855,
Miss Maria G. Gardner of Hingham
and they have five sons, two residing

-in Springfield, Mass., one in Nova
Scotia and two in West Roxbury.

GUY F. NEWHALL.

Guy Folsom Newhall, prominent
in public affairs of the district, was
born in Boston, April 14, 187 I and
has resided here since 1878. He is

of old revolutionary stock, his great
grandfather having fought at the
battle of Bunker Hill. He is a lineal
descendent of John Folsom who
settled at Hingham in 1630, and also
of one of the victims of the Salem
witchcraft craze. Mr. Newhall was
graduated from the Mt. Vernon
Grammar School in 1886 and the
English High in 1889. Taking up
newspaper work he entered the West
Roxbury NEWS in the fall of 1889 in
the printing department, serving two
years, after which he became the
business agent for the Springfield
Union at Northampton and Holyoke.
From 1895-7 he was West Roxbury
correspondent for the NEWS and since
1895 has been connected with the
Boston Globe as reporter for West
Roxbury and Dedham Districts.

Interested in public affairs, he was
an origil(al member of the-West Rox
bury Citizens' Association in 1895
and served on the Committee on
Streets, Parks and Squares for two
years and was chairman of the Co
operation Committee' from May 1902
to 1904. A member of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association, he was chairman
of the Transportation Committee two
years, chairman of the Co-operation
Committee two years, vice-president
one year and president two years,
from March I, 1901 to March'l, 1903.
He was also chairman of the United
Co-operation Committees from the
Germantown Improvement, West
Roxbury Citizens', Mt. Hope Citizens',

GUY F. NEWHALL

Roslindale Citizens' and Jamaica
Plain Citizens 'Associations for two
years.

He was prominent in the politics
of the district for several years as a
democrat, being an unsuccessful can·
didate for the Common Council in
1892 and the Legislature in '95 and
'96. In 1898, however, he was elected
to the Common Council serving in '99.
On account of business reasons he
then withdrew from the political field.
He was a delegate to the State Con-
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\-entions of 1894-5-6, Eleventh Con
gressional in '96 and Municipal in
-99. In 1903 he declined the nomi
nation for the Governor's Council.

For the past eight years he has
Deen a member of the Roslindale
Club, serving Oil various important
committees, and also was vice-presi
dent from 1898 to 1900, president

from 1900 to 1903, delegate to the
Associated Cycle Clubs four )'ears,
and a member of the Executive
Board. He was president at the time,
and conducted the incorporation of
the Club from the Roslindale Cycle
Club to the Roslindale Club.

WILLIAM H. BOWDLEAR

When bicycling was at its height he
was prominent in its circles. A mem
ber of the League of American
Wheelmen, he was Local Consul for
Roslindale for three years, a member
of the Board of Local Consulate for
Boston for two years, a member of the
State Board, Massachusetts Division,
L. A. W., one year; on the press com-

mittee, and was on the Executive
Board Wheelmen 's Rights Associa
tion. For five years, he was also
officii! scorer at Charles River Park.
Athletics always interested him. He
was a founder and first secretary of the
old West Roxbury Athletic Associa
tion one of the founders of the Eng
lish High School Athletic Association,

and of the Roslindale Baseball and
Athletic Association.

In addition to those mentioned he
is a member of the West Roxbury
Unitarian Club, the Highland Club of
West Roxbury, Prospect Lodge, A. F.
and A. M., of Roslindale, Jamaica
Plain Council Royal Arcanum, Hal
cyon Rod and Gun Club, secretary,
treasurer, historian, class of '89
English High School, and life member
of the Alumni Association.

WILLIAM H. BOWDLEAR.

William H. Bowdlear was born in
Boston in 1847. and his earlyeduca
tion was received in the public schools
of Roxbury and Jamaica Plain. Later
he completed a course at the Smalley
Commercial School, to fit himself for
a business life. His first position after
leaving his studies was in the employ
of N. Boynton & Coo, wholesale deal
ers in cotton duck. While in this line
of trade, he ~aw the possibilities of the
wax business, and in 1870 began in a
small way the refining and manufac
ture of wax for the trade, a beginning
\-"hich was the foundation of his pres
ent extensive plant. For several years
Mr. Bowdlear was located on Milk
Street, and in the big fire of 1872 was
burned out on the spot where the
present Mason Building is now located.
He immediately secured new quarters
and the present commodious offices
were opened in 1895 at 149 Pearl
Street. The manufacturing is done at
Williamsville, Mass., where the con
cern has twenty-eight acres of land, on
which are five large factories, two
storehouses, four dwelling houses and

a first-class water privilege, the whole
comprising one of the largest plants in
this line. The business is an exten
sive one, embracing as it does the
bleaching and refining of various
kinds of waxes, the importing of the
raw material from foreign countries
and the exporting of the man ufactured
product, besides supplying a large do,
mestic trade.

Mr. Bowdlear is a member of the
Highland Club, Roslindale Citizens'
Association, and is a Past Grand
Master of Prospect Lodge, A. F. and
A. M., of which he was a charter mem
ber. From 1896 to 1899 he served
three years on the Board of the Bos
ton School Committee.

His religious - affiliation has always
been with the Roslindale Baptist
Church, of which he has been a
member since the church was built,
and was one of the Executive Com
mittee, serving as chairman for ten
years. His liberality in thechlirch
work is well kno,", n in this community,
and this has not been confined to his
own society, but at the time the
Methodist Church was built he was a
generous subscriber to the building
fund.

October 25, 1870, Mr. Bowdlear
married Miss Harriet C. Knight, of
Roxbury, and they have two daughters,
Mrs. J. A. Briggs and Mrs. George
R. Wein.

GEORGE E. GRAY.

George E. Gray was born in Athens,
Maine, :February I, [855. He was
brought up on a farm, and learned the
trade of stationary engineer, in his
native town, after which he went to

Olean, N. Y., and run an engine there
for two years. Then he went to New
York city to learn the photographing
trade, working several years prior to
his coming to Boston, twenty-three
years ago. Here he established him
self in business and has been at his
present location for over twenty years.
Gray's Highland Stwdio has won an

enviable reputation in that time, ex
tending far beyond the confines of
Roxbury where it is located. During
the big Roxbury fire his gallery was
burned out, and Mr. Gray had his
present magnificent quarters, located
at 1030 Tremont Street, built for him.
It is one of the most modern and up
to-date galleries.

GEORGE E. GRAY

Mr. Gray is a member of Washing
ton Lodge, Mount Vernon Chapter,
Roxbury Council, Joseph Warren
Commandery, A. F. and A. M., and is
Past Grand of Putnam Lodge, Past
Chief of Paul Revere Encampment,
1. O. O. F., and holds rank as Major

in Shawmut Canton Patriarchs Mili
tant. He is ex-governor of John
Winthrop Colony, Pilgrim Fathers,
and was chairman of the Republican
Ward Committee for four years. He
was president of the Roslindale Citi
zens' Association in 1899, and is now
the chairman of the Committee on
Transportation. During his term as



between Roslindale and Dedham.
The West Roxbury district is the
coming suburb of Boston, both for

F. S. CUI<LEW

homes and investments, the location
being covered by the Boston Elevated
Railway Company with five-cent fares
to Boston and excellent train service
from the South Station.

Mr. Frank S. Corlew was born in
Chicago in 1872 and was educated in
the public schools of Boston. He
was formerly in the wholesale dry
goods business, but afterwards traveled
through the West as far as the coast,
for the Fowler Cycle Manufacturing
Co., of Chicago. He has been in the
real estate business for the last three
years, developing seashore property,
having a large tract on Cape Cod.,

July I, r904, the present Company
was formed, Mr. Corlew associating

F. S. CORLEW.

The West Roxbury District around
Highland Station has needed, for a
number of years, a good live real
estate office, a concern taking enough
interest in the place to bring people to
the locality and drive them around,
thus making them acquainted with the
beauties of this suburb.

This new company has erected a
modern building on Centre Street
where they will be convenient to their
large tracts of land and easily reached
by the general public.

The firm of Smith & Corlew was
the first to grasp the opportunity and
they have opened one of the largest
and best equipped real estate offices
around Boston, and it is the only office

practicing the profession with offices
at 10 Tremont Street, Boston.

He is a member of Jamaica Plain
Council, Knights of Columbus, and is
also chairman of the Democratic Ward
and City Committee of Ward 23. He
is an able lawyer, and as chairman of
the Ward Committee has made him
self felt with the powers that be, down
town.

being accomplished for the commu
nity.

March 27, 1889, he married Miss
Minnie E. Graham of Boston, and
they have two children, Stanley N.,
now fitting for college in the Roxbury
Latin School and Doris Belle, a stu
dent in the Longfellow Grammar
School.

Mr. Gray is a heavy stockholder in
the Sprague & Hathaway Co., of
Somerville, the largest manufacturers
and dealers in picture frames, mould
ings, etc. He is also a heavy stock
holder and director in the Roxbury
Improvement Manufacturing Co., and
is a director of the Draper Gold Min
ing Co.

JOHN F. CRONIN, ESQ.

John F. Cronin was born in .Boston
July 26, 1873. He is a graduate of
the Agassiz Grammar School and also
of the Boston Latin School. In 1892
he entered Harvard University and
was graduated with honors in the class
of 1896. He then took up the study
of law at the Harvard Law School
and in August 1897 was admitted to
the bar, since which time he has been

president, Mr. Gray gathered together
all the factions in the Association, and
by his diplomacy it grew in member-

JOHN F. CRONIN, ESQ.
(Photo by Conlin)

ship and influence as it has never
grown before or since. Under his
able administration the Roslindale
Citizens' Association represented no
faction nor section, but was interesting
to the whole postal district of Roslin
dale, which included Mount Hope,
Roslindale and Germantown.

Mr. Gray came to Roslindale ten
years ago, and built his present home
on Congreve Street in 1898. He is a
large property holder in the district,
and is interested in anything that
tends toward the development of the
section. He has given liberally of his
time, money and experience for the
public welfare, being satisfied to take
his reward in feeling that something is

GLIMPSES OF THE SYBIL WELD ESTATE

RESIDENCE OF SYBIL WELD

WYVERN STREET, UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY FROM HYDE PARK AVENUE, HEMLOCK HILL IN DISTANCE



himself with Mr. Franklin J. Smith of
the John Hancock Building, well
known in real estate circles in Boston
Jnd vicinity, having had eight years
experience, mostly in developing Dor
chester property.

Since opening in West .Roxbury,
this firm has placed a public telephone
in their office, a move greatly appre
ciated by the citizens, as the nearest
pay station to this point is at Roslin
dale~

Mr. Smith and Mr. Corlew are both
hustlers, and are bound to make
friends in their' new field and bring
business to the West Roxbury Dis
trict.

W. STANLEY CAMPBELL, ESQ.

W. Stanley' Campbell, one of the
legal representatives of West Rpxbury
and Boston, was born in Boston, May
24, 1868. He attended the public
schools and graduated from the Eng
lish High School in 1885. Then for
four years he worked as a shorthand
reporter doing general public work.
In the fall of 1889 he entered Harvard
College and graduated with the class
of '92. He then immediately entered
Harvard Law School from which
he was graduated in 1894 and was
admitted to the Suffolk Bar. He
began practice at once, with offices
in the Equitable Building. Here he
remained until December I, 1903,
when he moved to his present offices,
5 I 7 to 521 Old South Building.

Mr.Campbell is prominent in the so
cial and public life of West Roxbury, is

W. STANLEY CAMPBELL. ESQ.
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a member of the Citizens' Association,
the Unitarian Club and the Highland
Club and in 1899 was chosen vice
president of the latter organization
until 1900, when he was chosen presi
dent for one year. On May 2 I, 1897,
he was married to Miss Ruth Farns
worth, of Boston, and they have two
daughters.

THE SYBIL W. WELD ESTATE.

This estate which lies in the Mount
Hope section, was a part of the orig
inal Ebenezer Weld farm. This
gentleman had three sons and two
daughters. Of these, John, who died
in 1886, built the present residence on
Hyde Park Avenue. The farm was
first cut through by the Boston &
Providence Railroad. About 1870
Hyde Park Avenue was built parallel
ing the railroad. Since this time the
following streets have been laid out
and constructed: Neponset Avenue,
Folsom Street, Larch Place, Jewett
Street, Hunten Street, Myvern Street,
Harrison Street and Marion Street.
There were originally about thirty-five
acres owned by John Weld, about
fifteen acres of which have been built
upon and developed. Now there re
main about twenty acres of meadow,
upland and woodland, which is con
venient to both electric and steam
roads and to schools, churches, etc.
This property lies just far enough
away from Forest Hills to make it de
sirable for residential purposes j is but
fourteen minutes' ride from the South
Station on the New York, New Haven
& Hartford Railroad, and with the
elevated structure extended to Forest
Hills, will be within twenty-five min
utes ride from the heart of the city by
electrics. Hyde Park Avenue is
now being constructed into an eighty·
foot street which will make a wide
thoroughfare through the centre of the
property. Sewers are being put in,
and taken altogether there is not a
better spot in the whole district for the
prospective home-seeker to purchase.
His investment is sure to increase
rapidly in value. The property is
convenient to both Franklin Park and
the Arnold Arboretum,so that a home
builder here, will be assured of plenty
of good wholesome air.

J. Herbert Weld, the only male rep
resentative of this branch of the
Weld family, is one of our most re
spected citizens. He has been a
worker in all the great public improve
ments that have come to our "Vard.
He is a Deacon, Treasurer and Super·
intendent of the Sunday School in the
Roslindale Baptist Church and is a
member of the firm of Blanchard King
& Co., haberdashers, at 226 Boylston
Street, Boston.

LEMUEL '!I/. PETERS, ESQ.

Lemuel "V. Peters, Esq., is a native
of the state of Maine, having been
born at Blue Hill in that state in 1860.
He was a member of the class of '84,
Wesleyan University, and was gradu
ated from Boston University Law
School in 1887. The same year he
was admitted to the Suffolk Bar, and
has since that time been engaged in
the practice of law, with an office in
Boston. He has resided in the dis
trict for fourteen years, is married
and lives at 78 Hastings Street, West
Roxbury.

Mr. Peters was elected to the
Legislature in 1897, and re-elected in

1898, serving, the first year, on the
Committee on Constitutional Amend
ments, and on the Committee on State
House, being chosen clerk of the lat
ter committee. In his second year he
served on the Judiciary Committee,
one of the most important of the
Legislative Committees. He was the
republican candidate for the Senate in

LEMUEL W. PETEI<S. ESQ.

1901. He is a member of the Highland
Club and was the vice-president in
1896 and 1897 ; is a member of the
West Roxbury Citizens' Association of
which he has also been vice-presi
dent j was secretary of the Jamaica
Plain Council Royal Arcanum for
eight years, and was a member of the
Executive Committee on Extension of
the Elevated Structure to Forest
Hills, handling the case of the people
at the hearing on this question before
the Board of Aldermen in such an able
manner as to draw to himself encomi
ums of praise from all parties inter
ested. He has given liberally of his
time to help secure public improve
ments.

FRANCIS A. MORSE.

Francis Appleton Morse was born in
Dublin, N. H., and is a direct descend
ant from Samuel Morse, one of five
brothers who came over from Eng
land in 1635. .

He was a farmer lad and helped to
cultivate a farm of two hundred acres
extending from Monadnock Lake of!
one side· to well up the side of ,Mo
nadnock Mountain on the opposit'e
side, midst scenery unsurpassed.
Here, among the fields and forests he
obtained the strength of body and
mind that has thus far helped him
through a very active and sttenuous
life: Mr. Morse remained upon the
farm until well along in his teens, ob
tainingsuch education as the local
district and high schools afforded, and
then entered Exeter Academy to fit
for Harvard College. Before he could
finish the course his health gave way

under the unusual strain and he re
turned to the farm to recuperate.
Health restored, he took a commercial
course at Eastman's College, Pough
keepsie, N.Y., and then traveled West
and South to enlarge his knowledge of
the possibilities awaiting him. He
finally decided uport the teacher's
profession, and for several years occu
pied the position of principal and
assistant superintendent of the Boston
Farm School, situated on Thompson's
Island in Boston harbor. Here
he' taught by day and studied by
night, guided by private instruction,
until the preparation, which for finan
cial reasons, could be obtained in no
other way, had been mastered.

The record made in this school soon
attracted attention, and he was called
to the ushership of the Lincoln School
in S9uth Boston in 1873, and to both
the Sherwin and Emerson Schools as
sub-master in 1874. He accepted
the position in the former and remain
ed there in that capacity until M r.
Silas C. Stone, the master, was trans
ferred to the Hyde School for girls, in
1885, when he became master of the
Sherwin, a position he has occupied
ever since.

Mr. Morse can truthfully be called
a self-made man. His indomitable
will and perseverance, coupled with
an ambition to succeed,. overcame all
obstacles and brought him to the
honorable position of master of a large
school district in the central part of
the city. As an educator he has
shown the same activity and persist
ence. This was well illustrated some
years ago, when, as chairman of the

FI<ANCIS A. MOJ{SE

Department of Music in the New Eng
land Conference of Educational Work
ers, he originated and pushed through,
two exhibitions and festivals of music
for the public, introducing all of the
grades in the primary, grammar, and
high schools in Boston and surround
ingcities and towns-an exhibition
that did much towards placing this sub
ject upon a proper footing in our city.



He came to West Roxbury in 1877
and at once took an active part in all
matters pertaining to the improvement
of the locality,establishing a reputation
as a public spirited citizen, which rep
utation has been maintained to the
present time. His latest effort was,
as a member of the Executive. Com
mittee representing four Citizens'
Associations, .to help secure the ex
tension of· the elevated structure from
Dudley Street Station to Forest Hills.

He is an active member of the
South Evangelical Society, and of its
Governing Board, having been· inti
mately connected during the pa5t ten
years with all financial interests.

Mr.Morse has been for· many years
a director of the Home Savings Bank
of Boston and the West Roxbury Co
operative Bank of this section. He is
a .member of the Columbian Lodge of
Masons.

HERBERT R. MORSE, ESQ.

Herbert R. Morse, EsQ. Was born in
Boston, April 12, 1875, and has re
sided for twenty-seven years in West
Roxbury. His education was received
in the Mt. Vernon Grammar School,
the English High School, Harvard
College and Harvard Law School.
He was admitted to the bar in Febru
ary, 1900, and has been practicing
law ever since with offices in the Ex
change Building.

He is a member of Columbia Lodge,
A. F. and A. M., and has been secretary

HERBERT R. MORSE
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6f the West Roxbury Citizens' Asso
ciation for five years; is a member of
the Highland Club and resides at 55
Hastings Street.

HERBERT L. MORSE.

Herbert Leonard Morse is a de
scendant of Samuel Morse who came
from England in 1635 and settled in
Dedham two years later. In 1657
Samuel's son, Daniel, bought eight

hundred acres of land in Sherborne.
About two hundred years later, Her
bert Leonard was born on a portion of
that same estate. His father,Leonard
Townsend, was one of the prominent
men of the town, having held impor
tant town offices the greater part of his
life.

Herbert L., was educated in the pub
lic schools of his native town, Dowse
Academy and Bridgewater State Nor
mal School. He commenced his pro
fessional work as teacher of a district
school in Sandwich, after which he
became principal of the high school at
Shirley. Two years later he went to
Canton, from which position he was
called to the principalship of the gram
mar school at South Natick. Here,
besides his school work, he was made
librarian of the Bacon Free Library
and became a director of the South
Natick Historical and Natural History
Society. Historyalways having been
a favorite study of his, he took much
interest in the work of this Society
and prepared a number of papers on
historical subjects. In 1885 he was
made principal of the L. V. Bell
Grammar School, Somerville. Here
his historical likings were again
brought to the front, he being one of
a small number who secured the mark-

HERBERT L. MORSE
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ing of spots connected with the revolu
tionary struggle.

At this time an attempt was being
made to introduce the teaching of
Sloyd into the schools of this country.
Mr. Morse was much interested in the
experiment. He made a study of the
subject and later secured funds and
taught classes during the summer, to
interest the citizens of Somerville in
this new educational movement.

He became a member of John Ab
bot Lodge, A. F. and A. M. in 1888.

Leaving this district which had
grown to number two thousand three
hundred pupils, he came to Boston as
sub-master of the Lyman School, East
Boston. For a number of years he

was connected with the Evening High
School and during the winter of 19°3-4
organized and supervised the East
Boston Educational Centre with mark
ed success. On the formation of the
new B1ackinton District he was made
master, which position he now occupies.

His busy life has given him but lit
tle time for social duties. yet he has
always been desirous of being identi
fied with the life of the community in
which he has resided. At present he
is a member of the Highland and
Unitarian Clubs and Citizens' Asso
tion. He has a wide acquaintance
among the educators of the state, hav
ing been secretary of the Massachu
setts Schoolmasters' Club for a num
ber of years.

Mr. Morse is married and has three
children. He moved to West Rox
bury in 1898 to his present residence
on Whittemore Street.

AUGUSTUS H. KELLEY.

A\lgustus H. Kelley, of 57 Mont
view Street, is the master of the Lyman

AUGUSTUS H. KELLEY
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School District. The Lyman is the
largest district in East Boston, and for
the past year or two has had the
greatest increase in school population
of any district in Boston.

Mr. Kelley is a native of Maine,
where his early life was spent on a
farm in "learning to do by doing" the
many things incident to farm life that
tax to the utmost the physical, mental,
and moral powers of those responsible
for good results. He was educ~ted in
the public schools of Waterville, the
Coburn Classical Institute, and Colby
College, and has received the degrees
of A. B. and A. M. from that college.

Before coming to Boston Mr.Kelley
was principal of the Boynton High
School in Eastport, Maine, and of the
high school at Belfast, Maine. As a
citizen of West Roxbury he has fully
identified himself with its interests, as·
may be seen by the fact that he is a

member of the Highland Club, the
Citizens' Association, the Unitarian
Club, the West Roxbury Reading
Club, and a vestryman in Emmanuel
Church.

Mr. Kelley is a member of the Bos
ton School Principals' Association,the
Massachusetts Schoolmasters' Club,
the Massachusetts Teachers' Associa
tion, the American Institute of Instruc
tion, and an active member of the
National Educational Association. He
is the author of the Heath School

. Record Books, and joint author with
Dr. Larkin Dunton of the Inductive
Course in English.

JOH~ A. WHITTEMORE.

John A. Whittemore, son of John
A., and Maria M. (Chamberlain) Whit
temore, was born in West Roxbury,

JOHN A. WHITTEMORE

February 2, 1864. The familv is one
of the oldest in this vicinity; his
grandfather, Capt. John Whittemore,
who was a commissioned officer in
the First Massachusetts Regiment in
1820, resided on Centre Street near
Beech, in what is known as the Whit
temore homestead, and his great
grandfather Chamberlain was one of
the first missionaries to the Sandwich
Islands, going from Boston with his
wife and child in the early part of the
nineteenth century.

The subject of this sketch received
his education in the public schools of
West Roxbury and at the age of
twenty-one became a partner in the
coal and wood business with his father
and brother, Charles W., under the
firm name of John A. Whittemore &
Sons. In 1888, his father retired and
the business was continued under the
name of J. A. Whittemore's Sons.
The latter firm did contracting and
street improvement work for a period
of twenty years, until the death of
Charles W., ill May 1901.

The business was first located at
Roslindale on Amherst Street, but in
1897, owing to the railroad taking land



RESJDENCE OF HON. HERBERT L. BAKER getic, conscientious, public-spirited
citizenship.

the original bill from ultimate failure
and made certain these two very
essential improvements.

Dr. Breed's life in this community
has been a splendid example of ener-

JOHN H. EATON, D. D. S.
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LEWJS S. BREED, D. D. S.

degree of D. D. S. in 1896. Since
that time he has practiced in Warren
Chambers, Bostoi-J, and in Roslindale,
dividing his time between the two

JOHN H. EATON, D. D. S.

John Hancock Eaton was born in
Dorchester in 1862. He is descended
from Jonas Eaton, an early settler of
Reading, Mass., and John Hancock
of Lexington, Mass.

Dr;; Eaton is a. graduate of the
Newlon Schools and the Boston Den
tal College. He was. in business in
Boston until 1893, when he 'entered
the Dental College, obtaining the

and Indian Wars, the Revolution, and
the Civil War, in which latter his
father served for four years, attaining
the rank of lieutenant.

Dr. Breed received his early educa
tion in the public schools of Vermont
and in Montpelier Seminary. As a
boy of fourteen, he won a scholarship
in the State University of Vermont in
a competition open to all boys of sev
enteen or under in the state, and in
which over four hundred participated,
but circumstances prevented him from
availing himself of it.

In 1886, he came to Boston to work
and pursue the study of his profession
in the Boston Dental College (now
Tufts), from which he graduated in
1889 with the degree of D. D. S. For
two years succeeding his graduation
he acted as demonstrator at this
College.

In 1891, Dr. Breed married Helen
M., daughter of Charles S. and
Augusta L. (Hodgkins) Carroll, of
Stockbridge, Vermont, and came to
Roslindale, where he immediately
took an active interest in its affairs,
and as a member of the Congrega
tional Church, the Citizens' Associa
tion and other organizations, he added
his efforts to the growth of these
organizations and the community.

A republican in politics, he early
took an active interest in the affairs of
the party, and in 1901 served in the
House of Representatives. In the
summer of 1900, the movement for
lower fares for Roslindale had begun,
and with characteristic energy Dr.
Breed was in the forefront, being a
member of the committee, which, in
June of that year, first laid before the
Elevated Street Railway Company
the needs of the district and a possi
ble plan to meet them, and later in the
fall being the chairman of the mass
meeting committee chosen by those
representing the movement in the
Mount Hope section. His election
to the Legislature of 1901 gave him
the opportunity to do splendid work,
and at that session he was largely
instrumental in procuring the passage
by the House of a bill for five-cent
fares within the city limits on steam
roads, which failed in the Senate, and
by his efforts secured legislation pro
viding for widening Walter Street, to
make it possible for the Elevated sys
tem to be extended by that route.

Defeated for re-election in the fall
of 1901, he made a vigorous campaign,
and was elected in 1902 to serve in
the Legislature of 1903, and was
appointed a member of the Committee
on Metropolitan Affairs. At this ses
sion, the agitation for street widening
in this section culminated in a bill,
sanctioned by the Mayor of Boston,
authorizing bonds to pay the cost of
widening Hyde Park Avenue, and
making no provision for widening
Brandon Street and Belgrade Avenue,
an improvement equally as important
to the district. By skilful parliamen
tary tactics, Dr. Breed succeeded in
so amending the bill as to provide for
Brandon Street and Belgrade Avenue,
and witho~t doubt by so doing saved

the public schools. Mr. Baker en
tered Boston University Law School
in 1881, from which he was graduated
in the class of 1884. He was
admitted to the bar in the same year,

and opened an office in Boston where
he still continues the practice of law,
his present office being at 30 Court
Street.

Mr. Baker is a member of Paul
Revere Lodge, St. Andrew Chapter;
De Molay Commandery, A. F. and
A. M.; Massachusetts Bicycle Club;
Winthrop Yacht Club; Royal Society
of Good Fellows; West Roxbury
Citizens Association and the High
land Club. In 1893 he was elected
by the republican party to the State
Senate where he was chairman of
Bills in the Third Reading and a
member of the Judiciary Committee
and the Committee on Woman Suf
frage. He was treasurer of the Re
publican Ward Committee of Ward 22
for four years. At the present time
he is a member of the Anti-Death
Penalty League, holding the office of
president.

Although Mr. Baker's law practice
demands the greater part of his time,
he is ever ready to assist in any pub
lic enterprise for the good of the
district and takes an active interest
in the affairs of West Roxbury. On
October 22, 1885, Mr. Baker married
Miss Mary Alice Handy of Wareham,
Mass., and they have two sons.

LEWIS S. BREED, D. D. S.

Lewis Sherman Breed, D. D. S.,
son of William H. and Matilda A.
(Davis) Breed, was born in Pittsfield,
Vermont, November 4, 1866. His
antecedents for several generations
had been Vermont farmers, and his
family line in America runs back to
Allen Breed, who came with Governor
Winthrop to Lynn, in 1630' The
family was lepresented in the French

HaN. HERBERT L. BAKER

for grade crossing at Roslindale, the
plant was moved to 15 Spring Street,
West Roxbury, although an office is
still conducted at the former place.

Mr. Whittemore is a member of the

HaN. HERBERT L. BAKER.

Among the representatives of the
legal profession, who reside in West

West Roxbury Citizens' Association,
the Highland Club, and the Unitarian
Club of West Roxbury. On June 3,
1889, he married Miss Henrietta
Peters of West Roxbury, and with
their three sons, they now reside at 36
Hastings Street.

Roxbury, is Herbert L. Baker, whose
residence and spacious grounds are
on Bellevue Street. He was born in
FalplOuth, Mass., August 9, 1859,
where he began his early education in



RESIDENCE OWNED BY H. L. WHITTEMOl-{E

GEORGE E. WHIPPLE

JOHN HENRY NAY.

John Henry Nay was born in Hart
land, Somerset County, Maine, Sep
tember 21, 1852, and received his
education in the district schools.
vVhen he was nineteen years of age,
he came to Boston and went to work
for Richards & Co., then dealers in
metals, at 40 North Street. He
worked for this concern for four
years, attending evening school dur
ing that time.

In 1876, he opened a public train
ing stable at the old Norfolk Trotting
Park, where the Readville track now
stands. He lived here with his fam
ily for eight years, when he bought a
farm back of the Blue Hills, formerly
known as the old Farrington farm.
Here he remained for two years, then
selling the property to Charles H.
Parker, president of the Suffolk Bank.
He then returned to the trotting park

hand, and so well were their plans
laid that four hundred tons of coal
were shipped to them during the hot
test part of the strike. After the
strike was settled, Mr. Whipple visited
the coal region and his efforts were
crowned with success, the firm being
able to supply their customers from
the beginning to the close of the
strike. Their output averages about
fourteen thousand tons a year and the
business is steadily on the increase.

1\1r. Whipple is a member of Long
fellow Lodge, 1. O. O. F., and of the
West Roxbury Citizens' Association.
He is also a member of the Wesley
Memorial Church, and serves on its
Board of Trustees. He is married
and with his wife and daughter resides
at II I vary Street.

moval, on January I, 1899. The new
plant is one of the best equipped prop
erties for handling coal in New Eng·
land and the management 'is up-to
the-times in every respect.

During the coal strike of 19°2, this
company had a large supply of coal on

Haven & Hartford Railroad, at
Spring Street Statiorl. Their stay in
this location was short, as the yards
were small and the coal sheds crude
and insufficient, making it necessary to
look for more commodious quarters.
As soon as the Railroad had perfected
its plan for abolishing the grade cross
ing at this point, the firm immediately
purchased land on the opposite side
of the track from the old stand and a
large and commodious coal trestle was
erected which would be adequate for
the increasing business. Owing to the
strenuous work and energy, and the
efforts of this firm to please their pa·
trons, the business had increased from
two thousand five hundred tons the
first year of business to seven thousand
tons on the year previous to their re-

On September 16, r896,hemarried
Miss Alice Keazer and they have
three children.

GEORGE E. WHIPPLE.

George E. Whipple, senior member
of the firm of G. E. Whipple & Co.,
coal dealers, was born in Concord,
Vermont, June 19, 1854, and received
his education in the schools at Charles-'
town, N. H., and at Montpelier, Ver
mont.

It was not until 1894 that Mr.
Whipple became identified with West
Roxoury, when G. E. Whipple & Co.
purchased the coal yards of F. E.
Ames, located on the New York, New

was identified with the milk trade,
having started in business for himself
in 1892, supplying local customers for
two years. In 1897 he again started
a milk route which he has carried on
to the present time, supplying patrons
in West Roxbury, Roslindale and
Jamaica Plain.

Mr. Whittemore is a member of the
Highland Club, but has very little
time for social affairs owing to the
cares of his business. In 1896 he
erected a fine two-apartment house at
14 and r6 Hastings Street and resided
there for six years, moving in 1902 to
1898 Centre Street, where he could
have grounds and buildings adequate
to the requirements of the milk busi
ness, although he still owns the Hast
ings Street property.

HARRY L. WHITTEMORE.

John Whittemore was one of the
old residents of West Roxbury, who
in the early days owned large tracts of
land in this section, and his son H. L.
Whittemore was born in the old Whit
temore homestead September 2, 1874.
He attended the public schools of
West Roxbury, but at an early age

of this section, taking an active part in
local organizations.

On September 3, 1895, he married
Miss Annie F. S. Stone, of West Rox
bury, and they have two daughters,
Phyllis, born February 8, 1898, and
Jeannette, born December 12, 1900.

and provision business, at the time
Mr. Sturdivant came to West Rox
bury, he is the only one in business at
the present time.

Mr. Sturdivant is a member of the
Congregational Church, and is inter
ested in the growth and improvement

PHILIP D. STURDIVANT

PHILIP D. STURDIVANT.

A citizen of West Roxbury whose
business interests have always been
connected with this district, is Philip
D. Sturdivant, who resides at 27
Whittemore Street. He was born in
Cumberland, Maine, August 21,1859,
and received his education at the
Greeley Institute in that place.

In 188'1 he commenced his mer
cantile life as clerk ina grocery store,
and one year later the firm of Sturdi
vant .Brothers was established, their
store being at the South End, where
they succeeded to such a degree, that
in 1890 a second store was opened at
Highland Station, in what was former
ly known as the old Post-office and
Keith's grocery store. Soon after,
the South End store was sold out, the
brother entering a commission busi
ness, and Philip Sturdivant continuing
the grocery business under the old
finn name. On July 9,1896, a change
was made to the present commodious
quarters at 29 Corey Street, and in
addition to an extensive grocery stock,
provisions were added, so that to-day
this concern is one of the largest and
most favorably known in the suburbs
of Boston.

Of all those who were in the grocery

offices. He has recently been ap
pointed instructor in Clinical Den
tistry at Tufts College.

Dr. Eaton has been interested in all
the public improvements that have
come to the district, and is a member
of the Roslindale Citizens' Associa
tion. He is of a retiring disposition
and has always refused to allow his
friends to use his name for any politi
cal office.



RESIDENCE OF WILLIAM S. MITCHELL

milk business which he carried on suc
cessfully for five years. When twenty
one years of age he entered the hay,
grain and feed business with his
father, Charles W. Whittemore, and
succeeded to that business six months
later, upon his father's death. This
business is carried on at Washington

w. P. WHITTEMOKE

(Photo by Gray)

respected families in our district. He
was born in Roslindale, April 22,1870,
and was educated in the Boston public
schools and the Bryant & Stratton
Business College.

At the age of sixteen' he started a

WILLARD P. WHITTEMORE.

J. J. BOOKER

(Photo by Conlin)

Willard P. Whittemore is a descend
ant of one of the oldest and most

of the Highland .Club of West Rox
bury.

He is married, and, with his two
daughters, resides on Chapin Avenue.

concern. In 1891, this firm failed
and closed up its business, and Mr.
Booker began for himself, taking or
ders from his former patrons, and
having the work done in Boston
laundries.

In August, 1899, he started the
present laundry, at 31 Corey Street,
with Mrs. L. J. Ray as a partner, and
from a small business of three hun
dred dollars a week the business has
trebled, and the concern now has a
pay roll of more than four hundred
dollars weekly. The greater part of
the business done is high class custom
work, and the largest and finest haber
dashers in the city of Boston are
counted among their customers. Al
though they do a large amount of
work for local residents, the superior
quality of their work is recognized by
patrons from the wealthier families of
Boston and many surrounding towns.

Mr. Booker has been a member of
the Winnesemett Lodge, 1. O. O. F.,
since 1882, is Past Governor of the
Pilgrim Fathers, and is also a member

Plain, and several large buildings in
the manufacturing cities of New Hamp
shire. He is at present building some
fine residences on Farrington Street
near his home.

With all his business interests, he
finds time for social and public affairs
and is a member of the Citizens' As
sociation and the Highland Club.

In 1875 Mr. Mitchell married Miss
Abigail J. Palmer, who died in 1896,
leaving two sons and two daughters.
In 1898 he married Miss Edith South
worth and his residence is at the cor
ner of Kenneth and Farrington Streets.

J. J. BOOKER.

John J. Booker was born in Dublin,
Ireland, July 23, 1859, coming to
this country in the spring of 1863,
where he was educated in the public
schools of Chelsea, Mass. He began
work on April 5, 1871, when but
twelve years of age, in the Chelsea
Dyehouse and Laundry, and for twenty
years continued in the employ of that

were limited, for at the age of fourteen
he went to sea before the mast, on a
sailing vessel, and for several years
followed this avocation, visiting nearly
every foreign country in the world.
In 1868 he was employed as a ship
joiner in the yards at East Boston, and
two years later went to North Easton,
Mass., where he was carpenter and
builder for the Ames Shovel Manu
facturing Co. He went to Worcester
in 1871 and in 1873 came to West
Roxbury, as foreman of the Anawan
Land Company, having charge of
their building operations in this sec
tion.

In 1875 Mr. Mitchell started in
business for himself as a contractor
and builder and has been lOcated here
since, his present offices and build
ings being near the Highland Station,
where in connection with his other
work, he carries a complete line of
hardware and builders' supplies. Dur
ing his residence here, Mr. Mitchell has
built one hundred or more houses in
West Roxbury, Newton and Jamaica

WILLIAM S. MITCHELL.

William S. Mitchell, one of the
energetic business men of West Rox
bury, was born in Freeport, Maine,
February 24, 1849. His school days

Improvement Association, and of
Samuel Dexter Lodge, 1. O. O. F.,
and Monterey Encampment. He is
interested in all public improvements
in the district, and is one of the most
genial and wholesome gentlemen imag
inable.

He married Miss Mary E. Killion,
of Cambridge, and they have six chil
dren : -Harry, now superintendent of
his father's business; Minnie L., now
Mrs. John Sullivan of Dedham j Cath
erine, now Mrs. James E. Sullivan, of
Dedham j Robert, who carries on his
father's milk business; Grace, who
graduates this year from the Dedham
High School and George Warren, a
graduate of the Robert G. Shaw
School, now a student in Burdett's
Business College.

WILLIAM S. MITCHELL

JOHN H. NAY

(Photo by Gray)

He has twenty cows, and his dairy
is one of the best appointed in the
state. Mr. Nay has been for a num
ber of years a judge at the race tracks,
and is now a starting judge on the
New England Circuit. He is one of the
best known horsemen in this district.
He is a member of the Germantown

men's driving horses, and carries on
a dairy business. He has twenty-five
gentlemen's drivers, and among the
list of patrons of " River-View Farm"
are some of the most noted horsemen
in New England.

to live. The day of the Bussey Bridge
accident he bought his present place,
2549 Centre Street. Here he has
sixty-five acres lying between Centre
Street and the Charles River. It is
one of the most beautiful residential
spots in the whole West Roxbury Dis
trict. Here he keeps a magnificent
stable, with country board for gentle-



Street near Green Street, Jamaica
Plain, with elevator, mill and hay-shed
situated near Mt. Hope Station. This
business has steadily increased during
the last thirteen years until now it is
the largest industry carried on in this
section.

Mr. Whittemore is interested to a
large extent in Roslindale and West
Roxbury real estate, and is a keen
business man.

FREDERICK G. CHILDS.

Frederick George Childs was born
July 14, 1856, on the site of the Hollis
Street Theatre, in Boston, and came
to Roslindale with his parents when
he was six years old. Here he at
tended the public schools, and com
pleted his education in Comer's Com
mercial College and H. C. Kendall's
Writing Institute. He was graduated
from the latter school as a professional
penman, and for several years was
employed as book-keeper in Boston,
for R. Sherburne, dealer in plate glass.

In 1891, Mr. Childs commenced
the study of photography in the studio
of A. A. Glines, the Boston artist, and
in 1893 did the World's Fair views
for the state of Massachusetts, which
were exhibited at Chicago, Ill., re
turning to Roslindale in September of
the same year. At 50 and 52 Ash
land Street he established his present
photog"raph business, and has con
ducted the same very successfully.
His wide and thorough experience in
all departments of photography has
been of great advantage, and his work
is recognized to be of a high standard.

In music Mr. Childs is an artist on
the violin, and has a wide acquaint-

FREDERICK G. CHILDS

ance with musical people, both in this
country and Europe. He was, for
three years, musical editor and critic
of the Boston Times, in which position
he won the esteem and respect of the
musical fraternity in general.

Mr. Childs is a member of the

Roslindale Club. He is married, and
with his wife and three daughters re
sides on Ashland Street.

GEORGE HILL.

George Hill, son of Luther and
Betsy (Bowen) Hill, was born in Mat
tapan, April 9, 1848. He attended
the public schools until he was fifteen
years old, \\-hen he began work in the
bakery business of William Walker, in
his home town, where he remained for
seven years. He next worked in the
grocery business of J. B. L. Bartlett
for three years and in 1873 went to
Saco, Maine, where, with Edmond
Sweetzer, he was interested in the
manufacturing of shoes. Later he re
turned to his first line of work and
was employed in bakeries at Hyde
Park, and Andover, Mass., covering a
period of seven years.

In 1887 he decided to learn the
undertaking business and after one
year in the rooms of Smith & Higgins,
he attended the Massachusetts College
of Undertaking, coming to Roslindale
in 1889, locating at 781 South Street
where he has been in business ever
Since.

Mr. Hill is a member of Hyde Park

GEORGE H1LL

Lodge, A. F. and A. M.; of Longfellow
Lodge, I. O. O. F., holding the office
of financial secretary since 1891, and
of the Roslindale Club and the New
England Order of Protection, having
been a trustee of the latter order since
the organization of the local body.

WALDO J. STOKES.

Waldo J. Stokes was born in
Jamaica Plain, July 13, 1871, and
received his education in the old
Agassiz School. On account of his
health, his family physician ordered
him to work out of doors, consequently
he undertook the pasturing of horses,
securing for this purpose the old Bill
ings estate on Centre Street. He

furnished winter board for the animals,
and later added dri.ving, boarders and
livery horses. August 17, 1891, he
moved to the corner of Corey and
Centre Streets, having bought out
Charles Hayden. He" then added
public carriages, which he conducted
with his other business. His present
commodious quarters, which consist
of brick stables and wooden carriage
houses, located on Park Street, oppo
site Corey, were built in February,
1894. He has accommodations for
fifty-five horses, is near the railroad,
and with an elevator, fine offices, and
ladies' waiting room, is fully equipped
with all the conveniences that modern
ingenuity can invent for the successful
prosecution of his business. He has
fifteen livery horses and thirty board-

WALDO ]. STOKES
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ers, and among his customers are the
best families in West Roxbury.

September 8, 1899. Mr. Stokes
graduated from the Massachusetts
College of Embalming, and then
started in the undertaking business.
This line is separated entirely from
his stable and yet is on the premises.
He is prepared to do the highest
grade of funeral directing and does a
large business.

He is a member of Washington
Lodge, St. Paul's Chapter; Joseph
Warren Commandery; Alleppo Tem
ple Mystic Shrine, A. F. and A. M.
He is also a member of Longfellow
Lodge, 1. O. O. F.; Eliot Council,
Royal Arcanum; the Highland Club,
and the West Roxbury Citizens' Asso
ciation.

GEORGE CHERRY.

George Cherry was born in Austria,
May 10, 1854. He went to sea when
he was but eleven years of age, and
after serving as cabin boy for five
years on a coasting vessel, he shipped
as an ordinary seaman. Three years
later, when nineteen years old, he first
shipped under the American flag. He

continued a sea-faring life upon Ameri
can ships until 1883, meanwhile visit
ing about every large port in the
world. Since that time, he has been
in the restaurant business in Boston
until two years ago, when he went
into the real estate business, opening

GEORGE CHERRY

an office opposite Mount Hope Sta
lion. Here he does a real estate,
insurance, and mortgage business.

Mr. Cherry is a member of Tem
ple Lodge, A. F. and A. M., is Past
Grand of Franklin Lodge, Trimount
Encampment and Patriarch's Militant,
1. O. O. F., served as Director of
Scandia Lodge, K. of H., for two
years, is a member of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association and the Mount
Hope Citizens' Association, being
chairman of the Committee on Streets
Sewers and Lights of the latter organ
ization, was a member of the Execu
tive Committee on five-cent fares, and
is chairman of the Executive Commit
tee on the extension of the elevated
structure to Forest Hills.

He has given of his time, money,
and energy to the improvement of the
community in which he lives, and is
one of the most energetic workers
toward that end that the district has.

Outside of public improvements,
Mr. Cherry's greatest hobby is yacht
ing, for which his former experience at
sea gave him the taste. He has been
sailing master in the Eastern and New
York Yacht Clubs, and has sailed in
many of the International races for
America's cup. He is married and
resides on Seymour Street.

THOMAS MINTON.

Thomas Minton is one of the best
known residents of the West Roxbury
District. He was born in County
Roscommon, Ireland, October 25,
1847. At the age of seventeen, he came
to this country and settled in Boston.
Mter engaging in different lines of
work, he began about thirty years ago
on a small scale, the business of con-



THOMAS MINTON BLOCK, FOREST HILLS

has not been active in politics but has
maintained his identity with the pub
lic improvements of that district, being
an active member of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association, at present hold
ing the office of secretary in that
organization.

During his two years of service as

M. S. MORTON

1896-97, and to the Ward 23 ·Repub
lican Committee in 1898 and '99,
serving as secretary in the latter year.
He was elected to the Common Coun
cil in 1900 and re-elected in 1901. In
1902 he received a third nomination,
but failed of election by a narrow
margin. Since that time Mr. Whiteley

ciated for twenty-three years, working
his way up through the various depart
ments of service, until he now repre
sents them as a traveling salesman.

Mr. Whiteley moved to Roslindale
in 1895, and entered at once into the
political and social life of the commu
nity, being elected a caucus officer in

M. S. MORTON BLOCK, FOREST HILLS

FREDERICK W. WHITELEY.

Frederick William Whiteley was
born at Cambridge, Mass., in the year
1868, and received a grammar school
education in the public schools of that
city. At the age of thirteen he entered
business life as office boy with a State
Street broker, which position he aban
doned at the end of a year to enter
the employ of Sherburne & Co., rail
way and contractors' supplies,53 Oliver
Street, where he has since been asso-

His first employment was in the
cabinet-making trade, and for seven
years he was employed in the Smith
Organ Factory.

In 1873 he was employed by the
New England Colonization and Emi
gration Society to look up available
land in the South. While thus em
ployed he located in 1876 at Afton,
Va., in general merchandise business
which he conducted for four years.
In 1880 he returned, and bought in
terest in the grocery store at the
corner of Morton and South Streets.
Five years later Mr. Morton bought
the land at the junction of Hyde Park
Avenue and Washington Street, where
in 1886, he erected a large block, in a
part of which he now conducts a gro
cery and provision business.

He is a member of Jamaica Plain
Council K. of c., and the Foresters;
is an active member of the Jamaica
Plain Citizens Association and holds
the chairmanship of the Committee
on Streets and Public Works.

Mr. Morton married, July 12,1881,
Miss Mary E. Driscoll, a teacher in
the Child Street School.

MICHAEL S. MORTON.

M. S. Morton, a resident of this
district for half a century, was born in
Dorchester, September 12, 1850' His
parents moved to West Roxbury in
1853, and his education was received
in the public schools of this district.

aid, wife of John F. McDonald, Esq.,
Thomas F. Minton, who has succeeded
to his contracting business and Wil
liam H. Minton, now a student at
Harvard College. He belongs to no
clubs, but is essentially a home man,
residing at Orchard Avenue, Forest
Hills.

oped this property, laying out Robin
wood Avenue and Locksley Street.
He bought a large tract of the Parker
estate on Brookside Avenue, Jamaica
Plain, through which he constructed
Cable, Marmion and Minton Streets.
While he has constructed these and
many other important thoroughfares
in the West Roxbury District and in
other parts of Boston, he has also
graded the yards of fourteen schools
in different sections of this city. He
also performed the contract of grading
the surroundings and approaches to
the State Normal School, Providence,
R. I. About three years ago he re
tired from the contracting business,
transferring it to his son, Thomas F.
Minton, and is now devoted to his real
estate interests. His holdings are situ
ated in different parts of this district,
among- the most important of which
is Minton Block, Forest Hills. He is
known as a man who has been a
great factor in the development of
this section. His large business ability
and integrity is well recognized. He
has a capacity for hard work which
was always used in the direction of
good to the community in which he
lives. He takes an active interest in all
public matters of the district and has
given liberally his time, energy and
money to public improvements. He
never was a candidate for public
office. His influence, however, ex
erted in his own energetic, yet silent
way, has done as much, if not more
for the district than many who have
received the plaudits of the public.
In 187 I he married Mary E. Cassidy
of Boston and they have four chil
dren, .John M. Minton, chairman of
the Board of Election Commission
ers of Boston, M. Elizaheth McDon-

constructed Tower, Woodlawn and
Weld Hill Streets. Then Keyes
Street and the side streets leading
therefrom bear the imprint of his labor.
With Frederick J. Herthel, Jr., and
others, he bought what is known now
as " Robinwood," a large estate on Cen
tre Street, Jamaica Plain, and devel-

THOMAS ML'liTON
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Walter Street and the Dedham Branch
Railroad. He improved the Thomp
son estate, or what was known to the
residents of Jamaica Plain as the
" Forest Garden," building Peter Par
ley Road, Park Lane and other streets,
through this property. Through the
Weld estate in Forest Hills he

tractor and eventually became one of
the prominent contractors of Boston.
He has constructed many of the most
important highways in his district. He
developed what is known as Skinner
Hill in Roslindale for Andrew J. Peters
and Thomas F. Proctor, trustees, lay
ing out the streets thereon between



B. t·. COBLEIGH'S BLOCK, ROSLINDALE

George Warren Currier was born
in Lowell, Mass., August 2, 1855.

GEOI{GE WARREN CURRIER

WILLIAM ]. LEONARD

horses of the local democratic organi
zation to keep up his activity on the
Ward Committee.

GEORGE WARREN CURRIER.

Here he attended the common schools
for several years, but in 1869 moved
to Boston, where he attended the old
English High School on Bedford
Street, from which he was graduated
in 1872.

He entered the office of W. R.
Fish, a surveyor, where he remained

eighteen months, and in 1874, entered
the service of the city of Boston, in the
Auditing Department, then in charge
of Alfred T. Turner, City Auditor.

During the earlier part of his long
service in City Hall, he was identified
with newspaper work, and was on the
staff of the Boston Post from 1879 to

and was for twenty years engaged in
the plumbing business, and the past
ten years has been in the real estate
business here. Besides his large prop
erty interests in this district, he is
interested in some hotel and summer
resort property in Maine.

Mr. Cobleigh is not only one of our
substantial citizens, as regards the
development of property, but he has
been a factor in the solution of the
questions of importance to the district,
as they have from time to time pre
sented themselves.

He is a member of the Roslindale
Citizens' Association.

WILLIAM J. LEONARD.

William J. Leonard was born in
Jamaica Plain, Jan. 28, 1862, and re
ceived his early education in the Cen
tral Grammar and West Roxbury High
Schools and afterward attended even-

ing classes in Boston. He learned
the trade of hat making, and for many
years worked as journeyman and fore
man in that business. He took an
active part in the labor union move
ment and served as the National Presi
dent of his trade union for four years.
He is an ex-chairman and present mem
ber of the Ward 23 Democratic Com
mittee and in 1896 was the democratic
candidate for Representative. He is
a Past Grand Knight and Past Dis
trict Deputy of the Knights of Colum
bus. He is chairman of the Com
mittee on Public Grounds, Buildings,
Parks and Trees of the Jamaica Plain
Citizens Association, having been a
very active member of that society
ever since its formation.

In Jan. 1901, Mr. Leonard was ap
pointed an officer of the Superior
Court, Suffolk County, by the Sheriff.
This position he now occupies. He
has given of his time liberally to all
the public improvements of the Ward,
and is one of the few of the ·old war

the Roslindale Baptist Church. He
was, in 1898, a member of.the Boston
Young Men's Congress, and is also a
member of the New England Railroad
Club and the New England Street
Railway Club.

He resides with his family at 17 I

Belgrade Avenue, Roslindale.

LEON T. ANDREWS.

One of Roslindale's hustling busi
ness men is Leon T. Andrews, whose
grocery business is located at the
corner of Poplar and Washington
Streets. He was born December 14,
1871, at Worcester, Mass., and his
education was received in the public
schools of that city. When but six
teen years of age, he was employed as
clerk in a Boston grocery house, leav
ing there in 1889, to come to Roslin
dale, where for a period covering six

years he was employed as salesman
in the grocery trade.

His popularity with his trade led
him to believe that he could succeed
in business for himself, and, on Octo
ber 29, 1897, Mr. Andrews opened the
store which he now occupies. Al
though he devotes most of his time to
his business, he still finds opportunity
for social and public work. He is a
member of Prospect Lodge, A. F. and
A. M., Longfellow Lodge, 202, 1. O.
O. F., Charles Hayden Encampment
of Jamaica Plain, Roslindale Citizens'
Association, Roslindale Club, High
land Club of West Roxbury, and the
Germania Club.

B. F. COBLEIGH.

The subject of this sketch was born
in Waltham, Mass., July 2, 1859, and
received his education in the public
schools there and at Mr. Smalley's
school, Jamaica Plain. About thirty
five years ago he came to Roslindale,

FI<EOEI{ICK W. WHITELEY
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LEON T. ANDREWS
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line. He also had a part in securing
for the district the Branch Public
Library at Roslindale. During his
terms in the Council he held some
important Committee appointments,
among which might be mentioned,
Appropriations, Lamp Department,

Councilman, Mr. Whiteley was very
attentive to the duties of his office and
many improvements came to the dis
trict through his efforts. He was
particularly interested in better school
accommodation, and received a hand
some endorsement from the residents
of Central Station for work in this

Library Department, Printing Depart
ment, Schools and School Houses,
and Street Laying-out Department.

Mr. Whiteley is a member of Long
fellow Lodge, 1. O. O. F., the Roslin
dale Club, and is well known in music
al circles, being one of the soloists at



to 1885, in the days of the late
lamented Charles Hoyt, the play
wright. He was a member of the
Boston Press Club for several years,
and in J 888 was treasurer of that
Club, then located on Bosworth Street.

Mr. Currier has always taken quite
an active interest in athletic work and
was one of the men who organized the
Roslindale Baseball Club, and in 1903
was a director of -the Roslindale
Athletic Club. He has always been
identified with the public improve
ments of his district, and is a member
of the Citizens' Association.

He married August 26,1900, Annie
A. F. Gray, and they have one daugh
ter.

GEORGE W. P. BABB.

George W. P. Babb was born in
Boston, August 20, 1866, and attended
the public schools of the city. At an
early age he was obliged to leave his
studies to enter mercantile life, and
was first employed as book-keeper for
the estate of Alpheus Hardy. He
next became identified with the fire
insurance business of P. E. Eddy of
Boston, and for six years had business
relations with some of the large capi
talists and real estate owners in this
district, thus laying the foundation of
his success in his present business.

His parents having moved to West
Roxbury in 1883, he decided to locate
here and entered into business for him
self at Roslindale, where he established
a real estate office, in 1896, which he
has since conducted. He was one of
the chief movers in establishing the
co-operative bank, and through his
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efforts a charter was granted to the
institution in 1898, Mr. Babb holding
the position of secretary and treasurer
since its organization.

In his business relations he has
served as executor and trustee of
several estates in Roslindale and
West Roxbury, and his extensive

operations in real estate have done
much toward building up and improv
ing the resources of this section for
homes.

His business elaims a large part of
his time, giving small opportunity for
social life, but some years ago Mr.
Babb joined the Highland Club at
West Roxbury and has since been an
active member of that institution. He
is also a member of the Citizens'
Association, and at the time the grade
crossing and subway were built, served
that body as secretary.

On April 22; 1893, Mr. Babb mar
ried Miss Lila Bryden of West Rox
bury.

FRED D. RAND.

Fred D. Rand was born in Clare
mont, N. H., April 3, 1859, and at
tended the public schools of his native
place. At the age of twenty-one he
started in business, dealing in stoves
and tinware and doing a general
plumbing business in the town of
Claremont, and was located there
eleven years, a part of which time he
had a partner. The firm was known
as Rand & Rice. In 1891 Mr. Rand
came to Roslindale, bought an interest
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in the Boston Branch grocery store,
and in company with Mr. G. N. Lippitt,
carried on that business for some
time. This store was located in the
old Taft's Tavern, one of the land
marks of this vicinity, which was de
stroyed at the time the library building
was erected. From there th~ business
was moved to 4259 Washington Street,
into a new building which was leased
for ten years. One year later Mr.
Lippitt retired from the concern .and
Mr. Rand moved to his present loca
tion at the corner of Poplar and
Corinth Streets in 1889. The com
modious quarters give every facility for
the extensive business and to-day the
concern is one of the largest in gro
cery and provision trade in Boston

suburbs. The business employs
twenty-seven people and it has a large
delivery service of eight teams. _

Mr. Rand is a member of the Ros
lindale Citizens' Association, but his
business interests demand the most of
his time, giving small opportunity for
social life.

He married March 5, 1889, Alice
B. Morill of Sanbornton, N. H., and
they have one son, Harold, born
February 9, 1891.

WILLARD N. POLAND, ESQ.

Willard N. Poland was born in Bos
ton, June 5, 1873, and was graduated
from the Boston Latin School in 1893
and from Harvard College in 1895.
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Later he attended Harvard Law School
fOJ two years, and was admitted to the
bar September 21, 1900, after whiCh
he became associated with the late
Edward H. Pierce and practiced
law with offices at 3 I Milk Street.
Upon the death of Mr. Pierce, Mr.
Poland opened a law office at 45 Milk
Street.

He is a member of the Highland
Club; is chairnlan of the Committee
on Waters, Sewers and Lights of West
Roxbury Citizens' Association, and of
Emmanuel Chapter, Brotherhood of
St. Andrew, he is the treasurer. He
is also a member of the Republican
Ward 23 Committee, and he has taken
an active interest in both politics and
the public improvements of the com
munity in which he lives.

WILLIAM J. HARGRAVES.

William J. Hargraves was born in
Lowell, Mass., July 23, 1842, and
received his education in the public
schools. At the age of twelve he
started to serve his time in the busi
ness of gardener and florist, with W.
H. Simpson of Framingham. He
remained with this gentleman until he

enlisted in Company c., of the 23rd
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers,
August 6, 1862. Mr. Hargraves par
ticipated with this regiment in the
following engagements: Fredericks
burg, December II to 16, '62;
Chancellorsville, May I to 4. '63;
Beverly Ford, June 9; Gettysburg,
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July I to 3; Wauhatchie, October 27 ;
Lookout Mountain, October 28 and
29; Orchard Knob, November 23;
Chattanooga, November 24; Battle
above the Clouds and Missionary
Ridge, November 25; Rocky Face
Ridge, May 5 to 9, '64; Mill Creek
Gap, May 9; Resaca, May 13 ·to IS';
Cassville, May 19 to 22 ; Dallas, Mav
25 to June I ; Ackworth, June 3 and 4';
Kenesaw Mountain, June 9 to 30;
Chattahoochie River, July 6 to 10;
Siege of Atlanta, July 28 to August
30. During this siege Mr. Hargraves
was transferred, August 14, 1864, to
the Veterans Reserve Corps and was
detailed by the Secretary of War to
assist Surgeon Thomas Antisell in
charge of the sick and wounded, for
nine months. He was then transferred
to the Army Medical Examining
Board. An honorable discharge was
received by him- from Washington,
D. c., June 24, 1865, by reason of
General Order, No. II 6 from the War
Department.

Upon. his return from Unele Sam's
service, Mr. Hargraves went back to
his position with Mr. W. H. Simpson.
Two years latter he went to work in
the Public Garden and after remaining
there for a short time he entered the
employ of Dr. Joseph Burnett of
Southboro, as foreman and gardener.
Here he remained six years, after
which he came to Jamaica Plain and
was for fifteen years foreman for
J. Ingersoll Bowditch, having charge
of the whole sixty-five acres of that
large estate.

In April, 1890, he came to Forest
Hills Cemetery as foreman and in
May, 1896, he became superintendent



and has served in that capacity ever
slllce.

This cemetery is the largest in
Boston and Mr. Hargraves, having
bad so long an experience as foreman,
gardener and florist, is eminently
fitted for the position of superinten
dent. He is a life member of the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society,
is Past Master of Eliot Lodge and a
member of Mt. Vernon Chapter,
A. F. and A. M., and is a member
of Gettysburg Post, 191, G. A. R.
and Past Commander of Charles W.
Carroll Post, 144, Dedham.

GEORGE BLEILER, JR.

George Bleiler, Jr. was born in Rox
bury, December 3, 1857, and received
his education in the public schools of
Roxbury, Brighton, and Watertown.
His father was engaged in the slaugh
tering business at Brighton, and when
George, Jr. came out of school he went
into the business with his father. At
the age of twenty-one, he went to
Toledo, Ohio, and there run a sta
tionary engine for two years. He
then came back to Boston and assumed
charge of the wine cellar in the origi
nal "Old Elm" on Tremont Street.
He was with this concern three years,
and rose to the position of head-bar
tender.

Twerity years ago last April he
went into business for himself at 86
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Bedford Street, openmg a cafe and
restaurant with bar. When the big
Boston fire burned him out he opened
his present place at 82 Bedford Street,
where he obtained much more commo
dious quarters, and had it fitted up
with all the facilities that go with a
gentleman's first-class cafe and bar
room. His cuisine is excellent, and
George Bleiler's dillners have become
celebrated far beyond the confines of
this city and commonwealth. Mr.
Bleiler is a member of the Mount
Hope Citizens' Association, the Ros-

lindale Club, and a director in the
Roslindale Baseball and Athletic
Association. He was a charter mem
ber of Prospect Lodge, A. F. and A. M.,
of Roslindale, and is a member of
St.' Paul's Chapter, Boston Council,
Joseph Warren Commandery, K. T.,
and Aleppo Temple Mystic Shrine.
He is also a member of Franklin
Lodge, I. O. O. F., and is Past Dicta
tor of Scandia Lodge, Knights of
Honor.

He is married, and has one daugh
ter, residing on Brown Avenue, in
Roslindale. Mr. Bleiler has taken an
active interest in all the public im
provements of our section, and has
given liberally of his time and money
toward the benefit of the community
in which he lives.

HENRY REBNER.

There are many adopted citizens
from foreign lands, who, by the
thorough cultivation and practical ex
perience which their -native customs
require, bring to our fields of labor
emulative skill anrl energy which serve
to promote and strengthen American

HENRY REGNER

growth and progress. We welcome
the inspiration and helpfulness of such
to American citizenship.

The subject of this sketch was born
in Germany, November II, 1865;
was educated and passed a regular
furrier's apprenticeship in Berlin, and
afterwards served in the most noted
European fur manufactories, perfecting
himself in the furrier's art, which was
his prime ambition.

He came to New York in 1890, ac
cepted a position with one of the
largest fur houses and marrierl there.
In 1894 he came to Boston and with
his wife and daughter, resides at 67
Ashland Street, Roslindale, where he
is well known as an expert furrier,
conscientious in all his dealings, and
a respected citizen.

For several years past he has' been

connected with leading fur houses, as
foreman in charge of manufacturing,
designing and fitting, in which his in
telligence and advanced methods ren
dered him eminently successful.

He is now established in business
under the firm name of Woodbury &
Rebner, 140 Boylston Street, Boston,
where his exceptional ability as an
artistic furrier, will no doubt bring to
the new house a large and well merited
patronage.

Be has social connections with
musical societies, and also belongs to
the Odd Fellowship fraternity, affiliat
ing with Longfellow Lodge, 202.

T. N. GENOUD.

T. N. Genoud was born in Chatel
St. Denis in the French part of Swit
zerland opposite Mount Blanc. His
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education was completed in the Cath
olic University of Fribourg, where he
received the degree of Licentiate in
Law. Many of his family have
settled in America, there being at
present a colony of Genoud in the
Argentine Republic.

T. N. Genoud came to Boston in
1882 and was for five years director
of the Lafayette College of Languages.
In 1887, he opened a small store for
the sale of imported delicatessen and
wines, and at the present time is the
president of the French American
Wine Company with headquarters at
996'998 Washington Street, Boston.
This concern also has offices in New
York. Mr. Genoud is the sole United
States agent for the celebrated Ameri·
can Champagne Roualet.

They carry in stock at the Washing
ton Street store, imported cordials,
wines and liquors which come from
every part of the world and they have
a large family trade. Their altar
wines are a specialty and they supply
most of the parishes of New England,

there being a private office for visiting
clergy. Miss Fannie Genoud, who is
secretary of the French American
Wine Company, also attends to the
retail business, while her father gives
his attention to the wholesale business.

The family resides at 4181 Wash
ington Street, Roslindale.

JOHN E. KELLEY.

John E. Kelley was born near
Charlottetown, P. E. 1., August 6,
1860, and was educated in the public
schools of the Province. He worked
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on his father's farm until he was'
twenty-four years of age, and then
coming to Boston, he went to work as
a carpenter. In 1893, he started as
a builder, in which business he has
been ever since.

Mr. Kelley is a member of the
Royal Arcanum and the A. O. H.
He was president of the Mount Hope
Citizens' Association in 1902, and has
since been the chairman of its Com
mittee on Schools, Parks and Public
Grounds. He was a member of the
Executive Committee on the extension
of the Elevated structure to Forest
Hills, and has given much of his
valuable time and thought to the
various public improvements in the
ward. He is married, and resides on
Sycamore Street.

THOMAS H. DUFFY.

Thomas H. Duffy was born in
Athlone, Roscommon County, Ire
land, November 22, 1842. When he
was but eight months old ~is

family came to this country and young
Thomas received his education in the
public schools of Roxbury. Early in
life he entered the employ of William
Wellington of Jamaica Plain and he
worked for this gentleman for five
years in his livery stable, as a driver
of stage, between Jamaica Plain and



Boston, before the horse cars ran.
Later he went to work on the Wel
lington farm as a gardener. In
September, 186 I, he enlisted in Com
pany 1., 28th Massachusetts Volun
teers, which was sent first to South
Carolina. After the battle of James
Island, the Regiment was transferred
to the army of the Potomac and Mr.
Duffy was in active service at the
second Battle of Bull Run, Chantelly,
South Mountain, Antietam, Freder
icksburg, Chancellorsville, Petersburg
and others. He was promoted to
first lieutenant for bravery. in the
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field and served with his regiment
until 1864. Later he joined the 61 st
Massachusetts Regiment,Company E.,
as a private, and served with that
regiment until the close of the war.
April 5, 1865, he was commended by
Col. C. F. Walcott in General Order
No. 34 as fullows:-"The Colonel
commanding takes great pleasure in
publicly thanking Private Thomas H.
Duffy of E Company for the very gal
lant manner in which he encouraged
the men to move on the enemy's
works in the action in front of Peters
burg, Va., on the second day of April."
This order was read on dress parade
and Mr. Duffy was promoted to the
rank of sergeant.

, U pan his return from his long and
honorable service in the army, Mr.
buffy went to work on the Stephen
M. Weld farm. Subsequently he was
in the employ of Patrick Meehan.
Four years later he went to learn the
currying trade. He worked on the
streets of the old town of West Rox
bury before it was annexed to Boston,
being employed by Abbott & Co., and
Simpson Bros., in the concreting busi
ness. Soon after the annexation of
the district he entered the employ
of the city of Boston, in which he has
been continuously, with the exception
of one year under Mayor Hart. ' He
was appointed sub-foreman in r89r,
and foreman in 1900.

Many of our Citizens' Associations
and public men are indebted to Dis
trict Foreman Duffy, for the able man
nei in which he has carried out the
duties of his office. He knows the
district thoroughly and what its wants
are. Very often his judgment
of our dire necessities has been of
untold advantage to our "Garden
'Vard."

FRANK L. PARTRIDGH.

Frank L. Partridge was born in
Roxbury, Mass.; November I, 1852.
He attended the public schools of his
native place and in 1865, when but
thirteen years of age, he entered the
employ of Samuel Hooper & Co., then
located on Tremont Street in Boston,
and doing a general shipping and
commission business. After three
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years' service with this firm, young
Partridge severed his connection to
accept a more lucrative position with
the E. Howard Clock Co., where he
was permanently employed until 1872.
About this time he commenced to
show the effects of close confinement
to business, and owing to failing
health he was obliged to seek out-of
door work. . He secured a position in
the wholesale milk business and for
three vears followed this line of work
for different concerns. In 1875 he
established a milk route for himself
and for five years conducted a success
ful business in and around Boston.
In 1880, exceptional inducements hav
ing beeQ offered him, he sold his milk
route to accept a position as traveling
salesman for a condensed milk con
cern in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, traveling
through the South and West for sev
eral years.

On his return to the East, Mr. Part
ridge settled in West Roxbury and has
since made this place his home, carry
ing on a retail milk business and sup
plying the family trade of his own dis
trict of West Roxbury and Roslin
dale.

He is an energetic and hustling
citizen, taking an active interest in all
matters for the good of the district.
He is a member of the 1. O. O. F., A.
O. U. W., and at the present time
holds the office of Supreme Sergeant
of Pilgrim Fathers at Lawrence, Mass.
In politics a republican, he served on
the Ward Committee of that party
from 1898 to 1901.

THOMAS F. MANNING.

Thomas F. Manning was born III

County Roscommon, Ireland, in
1852. 'When he was but seven years
of age his father came to this country.
Young Thomas' education was re
ceived in the public schools of Rox
bury where his family located. At
an early age he entered the employ
of the old Cordage Works and later
he learned the trade of marble cutter
with Milmore Brothers. After serv
ing five years with this concern he
opened a grocery and provision store
at the corner of Mt. Hope and Can-
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terbury Streets which he has con
tinued for thirty-one years.

In 1877 Mr. Manning married Miss
Mary MuIrey, and eight children have
been born to them, John J., book
keeper; William H., now in the gro
cery and provision business at Matta
pan; Michael S., clerk in his father's
store; Mary J., bookkeeper for her
brother, William H.; Thomas F. Jr.,
clerk with his brother, William H.;
Frank T., clerk with his father; Nellie
G., a student: in the Charles Sumner
School and Charles, student in the
Stephen M. Weld School.

Mr. Manning has taken an active
interest in all the public improvements
of the district, and is a member of
Fairview Lodge, A. O. U. W., the
Mount Hope Citizens' Association,
the Roslindale Citizens' Association
and other organizations.

ANDREW EILERTSEN.

Andrew Eilertsen was born in Far
sund, Norway, December 20, 1828,
and his education was received in the
public schools there. At the age of
fourteen he entered into mercantile
life in his native town, remaining for
nearly twenty years. During this
time Mr. Eilertsen began to ship fresh
mackerel to England, in ice, being the
first man from his town to open this
industry. He was then appointed
Pilot Alderman, which position he
held for fifteen years, and besides this
he carried on a general store at Far
sund.

He came to America in 1871, locat
ing in Chicago. This was just two
weeks before the great fire, and he
found plenty of employment as car
penter and painter, in helping to re
build the city. After traveling in the
West he came to Massachusetts in
1878, locating first at Cambridge.

Fifteen years ago he bought a home
for himself and family on Canterbury
Street, Mt. Hope, where he has re
sided ever since. Although seventy
six years of age, he is as energetic as
many young men, being still actively
engaged in his business of painter.
His activity was best exemplified
when the five-cent fare movement was
started. For such was his enthusiasm
that he went from house to house in
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every sort of weather and was not
satisfied until he had obtained eleven
thousand names on his petition for
five-cent fares.

He is an active member of the
Lutheran Church on Bartlett Street
being one of its trustees, and it wa~
under his personal supervision that
the present structure was built. He
is a member of the Scandinavian
Club of Roslindale and is vice-presi
dent of the Mou!1t Hope Citizens'
Association.

M~. Eilertsen was married in 1855,
to MISS Lena Olsen of Farsund, Nor-



way, and they have three children:
Emil Eilertsen who now resides with
his family at 1002 Canterbury Street;
Olaf Eilertsen, living with his family
at 105 Florence Street and Tilda,now
Mrs. T. Hamre, 1002 Canterbury
StreeL His deceased daughter, Anna,
left three children who are with their
father, Walter Hall, at 981 Canter
bury Street. Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Eilertsen had seven children, and
have had eighteen grandchildren,
fourteen of whom are alive and reside
in Roslindale.

same avocation. For some time he
has been foreman for some of the
best known concerns in this line.

Mrs. Nelson, formerly Mrs. Anna
Louise Stenenietz, was also born in
Sweden, although she has been in
this country thirty-three years. She
was formerly a nurse. They were
married November 15, 1882.

The district owes much to this
couple, because the first meeting
arranged by them awakened the
people to a realization that agitation
could accomplish unheard of things.

In 1886 he married Miss Ida Al
berta Corson and they reside at
Birch Street, Roslindale. They have
one daughter, now a student.

WEST ROXBURY
CO=OPERATIVE BANK.

The first Building and Loan Asso
ciation in the United States was or-

The West Roxbury Co-operative
Bank was early in the field, being the
fourth incorporated within the city
limits, and began business in March,
188 I. Mr. John Pearce of Roslindale
sen-ed as president until his decease
in 1896, taking great interest in the
welfare of the Bank during its period
of formation. Mr. S. F. Woodman,
General .-\.gent for Boston of the
Tra\'elers' Insurance Company, is
now and has been the president of
the Bank for se\'eral years, and the

HENRY A. NELSON.

The accompanying picture, the
residence of Henry A. Nelson, is
known as the birt!lplace of five-cent
fares. It was here that the first meet
ing was held at which was appointed a
committee to engage Knights of
Honor Hall in Roslindale to see what
could be done to get cheaper trans
portation for the district. Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson threw open their house
on Richards Avenue and quite a crowd
gathered there on August 7,19°0, and
from this small beginning in the
Mount Hope woods arose the great
agitation for five-cent fares, that be
came so celebrated. Mrs. Nelson is
now the proud possessor of the pen
with which the Governor signed the bill
allowing the Old Colony and Boston
Elevated Street Railway Companies
to get together under an operating
lease. This pen was presented to

GERALD M. MORRISON.

Gerald M. Morrison was born in
Boston, January 29, 1859, and was
educated in the public schools of
Hyde Park. ,When he was eighteen
years of age he accepted a position as
paymaster in the Chase Woolen Mills
in Lowell, Mass., and after a service of
five years he went to Templeton,Mass.,
for the same concern, as book-keeper
and paymaster. Three years later he
went into the express business in Hyde
Park with the Corson Express Co.

Mr. Corson died in 1896 and Mr.
Morrison succeeded to the business.
Five years later he sold out and came
to Roslindale, buying out his present
livery stable, formerly carried on by
George W. Cobleigh. Mr. Morrison
now has twelve hack and livery
horses and thirty boarders. The
building they occupy is of brick, one
hundred by sixty feet, with two floors GERALD MORIUSON BLOCK
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Mrs. Nelson by Senator Edward
Seaver as an evidence of the fact that
the district appreciated the services
of this couple and their neighbors.
Mrs. Nelson has often been called
the "Mother of five-cent fares."
~ Henry Nelson was born in Gothen
burg, Sweden, March 21, 1849, and
served his time in that country as a
painter and decorator. When he
was thirty years of age he came to
this country where he has pursued the

which give twelve thousand square feet
of floor space. The horses are all kept
in the basement and the carriage
house, wash room and offices are on
the first floor. He has all the facili
ties for carrying on the business, and
is reasonable in his charges.

Mr. Morrison is a member of Allon
Lodge and Monterey Encampment,
1. O. O. F. j Riverside Lodge, A. O.
U. W.; Highland Club j and Roslin
dale Citizens' Association.

ganized in 1831 in a suburb of Phila
delphia; owing to the remarkable
success of the plan and the benefits it
has conferred, there is no city today
in the Union where so many wage
earners own and live in their own
homes.

Hon. Josiah Quincy became inter
ested in this means of providing homes
for people of moderate incomes and
increasing the habit for saving, and
seconded by Ex-Governor Brackett
and others an act was passed in 1877,
providing for the incorporation for
savings in this state on the Philadel
phia plan, designated here as co
operative banks. The general plan
of the Philadelphia Association was
adopted, but from time to time im
proved methods have been added,
giving additional safety and security,
and Massachusetts now ranks at the
head of all the states in legislation
relating to these banks. In this state
there are over eighty-five thousand
shareholders, the assets amounting to
thirty-three million dollars and more,
about thirty million of which is in
vested in loans on real estate. The
total amount of profits apportioned to
shares during the year ending, 1903
was $1.473,5°3.32. There are one
hundred and thirty banks, all under
the supervision of the Commissioners
of Savings Banks who make annual
examinations of the banks and receive
reports in detail for their annual
report to the General Court of Massa
chusetts.

Board of Directors consists of well
known citizens of this vicinity who
are active and zealous in promoting
the objects and extending the in
fluence of the Bank, to which they
give careful thought and considera
tion.

The Security Committee's duties
are to examine the real estate offered
for the security of loans, and consists
of three members, Mr. Edward M.
Brewer, chairman, of Milton, formerly
of Jamaica Plain; Mr. R. S. Barrows
of Jamaica Plain, and Mr. Henry S.
Harris of West Roxbury. Mr. Henry
A. Wood of Brookline, formerlv of
Roslindale, was a valuable memb~r of
this Committee for over eighteen
years, and only recently resigned.
.This Committee has faithfully at
tended to its responsible duties as is
amply shown by the fact that since
the organization of the Bank in 1881,
not a single dollar of principal or
interest has been lost on any loan
which it has recommended to the
directors.

The person most in evidence in
the transactions and details of the
Bank's business is the secretary and
treasurer who comes more closely in
personal contact with the shareholders.
For the last twenty years the position
has been filled by Mr. Benjamin H.
Jones, and from his long and active
experience he is competent and al
ways glad to inform others fully in
regard to the methods of the Bank
and explain the operation and advan
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tages to be gained by connection with
it. During his term of office the
Bank has won a reputation for fair
dealing, prompt attention and efficient
services. It is advertised by its
friends, it stands for co-operation be
tween the lender and the borrower,
the one making a safe investment
for his surplus earnings, the other
who has an earnest purpose to own a
home; in fact if one has the will the
Bank finds the way.

No profits are reserved for those
who are active in promoting the busi
ness, all shareholders share alike.
The Bank's office in Boston, located at
27 Kilby Street, is open during busi
ness hours, and anyone interested
enough to call or send for particular
information will be gladly furnished
with the same.

The officers of the bank are as
follows: President, Stephen F. Wood
man; Vice-President, Eugene W.
Clark; Secretary and Treasurer,
Benjamin H. Jones; Directors: R. S.
Barrows, Edward M. Brewer, Eugene
W. Clark, Charles F. Dole, Benjamin
H. Jones, S. F. Woodman, Baily L.
Page, J. Edwin Jones, William A.
Mosman, Francis A. Morse, Frank
W. Estey, Eliot L. Caldwell, Walter
M. Kingman, Arthur A. Maxwell,
Henry S. Harris.

BENJAMIN H. JONES.

Benjamin H. Jones, secretary and
treasurer of the West Roxbury Co
operative Bank, was born and bred in

BENJAMIN H. JOl'ms

Boston. He attended the Phillips
School at the West End and completed
his education in the Chauncy Hall
School when it was located in Chauncy
Place, now Chauncy Street. For
twenty years or more he was a resi
dent of Jamaica Plain where he took
an active part in fraternal insurance
societies and became an enthusiastic
worker in the Co-operative Bank from
its earliest beginnings.

He became a resident of West
Roxbury in 1898. He is a member
of the Highland Club, and the Uni
tarian Club of West Roxbury, treas
urer of the West Roxbury Citizens'
Association, of which he is also a
member of the Board of Directors ;is
the present treasurer of the First
Parish (Unitarian) West Roxbury and
a member of the Unitarian Club of
Boston. As founder of the Co-opera
tive Bank Club of Boston, he was the
first president a.nd is an active mem
ber of the Massachusetts League of
Co-operative Banks, serving as a
member of the Executive Committee.

The business of the West Roxbury
Co-operative Bank has increased and
doubled within the last ten years and
there are about nine hundred share
holders, so it requires the entire
attention of the secretary and treas
urer and brings him in c0ntact with a
large number of persons in this
vicinity by whom he is well and
favorably known.

Police and Fire Department.
The district south of Forest Hills,

owing to its extended territory, is not
so well protected as to Police and
Fire Department as some other
sections of the city, but according to
its population it has been treated
fairly in this matter by the authorities.

The Police Department is under
the jurisdiction of Station 13, located
at Jamaica Plain, which provides two
sub-stations. The one at Roslindale
is in charge of Sergeant William H.
Rideout who has fourteen patrolmen,
whose routes are very long, therefore it
is necessary that two of them be
mounted; bicycles also are used to a
considerable extent.

The sub-station at West Roxbury
is in charge of Sergeant Charles H.
Brazier and he has thirteen patrol
men, two of whom are mounted.

It is to be hoped that more mep
will be assigned to these two sub
stations in the near future, it being
almost impossible for those now doing
duty to cover the entire routes assigned
to them. It is extraordinary that so
large a territory is covered in the
efficient manner in which it is, and
great credit should be given to the
two sergeants in charge, as well as to
the patrolmen, fot their conscientious
and painstaking efforts in keeping
their departments up to their present
high standing.

As to the Fire Department, Fire
Commissioner Henry Russell, who
was born in West RoxbUIy, has given
it as his opinion that the two fire
houses we have in the district are
sufficient to protect it properly. Com
missioner Russell is undoubtedly an
expert upon such matters, and his
opinion is respected. At all events,
the two houses that we have are far
in advance of provisions made under
the town government, before West
Roxbury was annexed to the city.

At that time the hand engine
"Salamander No. I," with a volunteer
crew, was located in the building now
occupied as a sub-police station on
Centre Street; and an old wooden
house with another hand engine in
Roslindale, were the only protection
against fire in this section. After the
annexation a fire station was built on
Mount Vernon Street and Chemical
Engine NO.7 was put in commission

in command of Capt. J. B. Prescott,
September 10, 1876. July 10, 1883
this Chemical was abandoned and
Engine 30 was put in commission to
take its place. A captain, engineer
and a driver (permanent) and a few
call men constituted the company.
The old fire station was a very com
fortable home, and on completion of
the present splendidly equipped fire
house, June I, 1898, it was said that
Engine Company 30, with saddened
hearts and tear bedimmed eyes left
all the comforts of home to take up
their residence in a house that Fire
Commissioner Russell had built for
business. April 23, 1900, Combina
tion Ladder 9 was put in commission
and installed in the house with Engine
30. A lieutenant and three perma
nent men, with four call men, constitute
the Company.

The following are per,manent men
on Engine 30: Capt. Thomas M.
McLaughlin was born in West Rox
bury, and was graduated from the
Mount Vernon Grammar School.
After leaving school he served his
apprenticeship to the cabinet making
trade and continued in that work
until he entered the fire department as
call man on Engine 28, July 1,1886.
October 7, 1887, he was appointed a
permanent member and assigned to
Ladder 1001, on Friend Street. In
December, 1893 he was promoted to
lieutenant, and assigned to Ladder
4, and June 7, 1894 he was made

Lieutenant of Ladder 8, and 14 at
Fort Hill Square. In 1898 he
received his promotion to the rank
of Captain of Ladder 8, and remained
with that Company until December 6,
1901 when he was transferred to
Engine 30. During his eighteen years'
connection with this department,
Captain McLaughlin has been in all
of the big fires in Boston. He fell
in with the roof of the Chapman

Building, April 20, 1891, with three
men of his company. On this occa
sion he helped to relieve the present
Chief of the Department and others,
who were pinned down by roof tim
bers. His services in rescuing two
children from a fire on Lowell Street
were also recognized by the Commis
sioners.

William Condry was appointed
January I, 1874, as driver of Engine
28; July 10 1883, was transferred to
Engine 30, as driver.

William H. Clay, engineer, was
appointed call man on Engine 9,
April 4, 1874, and was made perma
nent June 3, 1880, when he was
assigned to Engine 25 as assistant
engineer. October 21, 1883, he was
promoted to engineer of Engin~ 6,
and March 28, 1886, was trans
ferred to Engine 27, from which he
came to Engine 30 in September,
19°0.

Fred P. Fullerton, assistant engi
neer, was appointed March 23, 1900.
He has served on Combination Ladder
3, Engines 19 and 44, and June 24,
1904 was promoted to assistant
engineer of Engine 30.

Patrick J. Dunn, appointed August
7, 1891, was assigned to Engine 26,
as operator, and aid to First Assistant
Chief Reagan. On November 13,
1896, he was transferred to Engine
3°·

George D. Bullard was appointed
in April, 1888 and was assigned to



ROSLINDALE FIRE HOUSE

WEST ROXBURY FIRE HOUSE

Engine Company 45 was organized
September 17, 1894, with Lieutenant
Lally in charge and remained in this
position until May I, 1897. Capt.
F. S. Hibbard took charge of this
company May 22, 1903. He was
appointed call member of Ladder 3,
January 9, 1874; May 14, made a
permanent member; transferred to
Engine 26, October 2 I, 1878; pro
moted to lieutenant, January I, 1882
and assigned to Engine 3; trans
ferred to Engine 22, June I, 1889;
promoted to captain and transferred
to Engine 21, February 10, 1893;
transferred to Engine 45, May 22,
1903 and was a member of West Rox
bury Department before it was an
nexed to Boston.

The perma~nt men in Engine 45
are: Thomas F. Hedrington, engi
neer; Edward B. Jenkins, assistant
engineer; Edward A. Burbank, Daniel
F. Greenlaw, Frank C. Turner and
John J. Goff. The call substitutes
are: Charles R. Williamson, Terrence
McNUlty and Daniel F. Nolan.

rUE UltiU~AND CLUB.

The Highland Club of West Rox
bury is the successor of the Citizens'
Club of that place, an organization
composed of the leading citizens of
the district, who had organized to
secure influential representation in,
and proper appropriations from, the
city government, and though in the
beginning its object was a temporary
matter, so well did it accomplish its
purpose and so fruitful were the
results that it was decided to make the
organization permanent, and to add
certain social features to the political
purposes. This Club met in Conso
lation Hall, through the courtesy
of Mr. Andrew J. Robinson, and
on Saturday evening, January 14,
1888, the Citizens' Club ceased to
exist and the Highland Club was
born.

The Highland Club began its ex
istence with seventeen members and
the following list of officers: Presi
dent, Charles G. Davis; vice-presi
dent, Frank A. Davidson; secretary,
Frank A. Morse; treasurer, Andrew J.
Robinson; Club Committee, Charles
B. Botsford, Henry C. Allen and
Henry F. Allen. Later, December 8,
1888, the Club moved to new quar
ters, over what was then Alden's store
on Centre Street, opposite Bellevue.
Increased membership again made
necessary a change of location and
under the auspices of the Highland
Club Association the clubhouse on
the corner of Centre al1d Hast
ings Streets was built and occupied
for the first time in June, 1889.
The Club entered into its new and
commodious home with a member-

. ship of eighty, and from that time
its progress towards its present high
state of prosperity has been uni
form.

transferred to pOSitIOn of lieutenant,
Engine 45, in charge of Ladder 16,
July 26, 1895.

Edward Peters, butcher, appointed
November 21, 1900; David Turn
bull, plumber, appointed July I I, [902.

At the Roslindale Fire House is
Ladder Company 16 and Engine
Company 45. Upon the annexation to
Boston a chemical engine was put
into the wooden building heretofore
used. The present house was built
in 1888 and the hook and ladder
truck came in August 24 of that year.
The ladder company then consisted
of two permanent men and six call
men, in charge of Lieut. B. B. Wright.
He was succeeded by Lieut. Thomas
P. Lally, June I, 1889. The perma
nent men in this Company are now:
Lieut. Thomas P. Lally, F. A. Bean,
P. F. Gately and W. A. Gavin, and
the call men are F. Fratus, H. S.
Trethewey, T. W. Lewis, W. D. Pres
cott and J. H. Burton.

Lieutenant Lally was appointed
call substitute on Engine 7 in 1865;
was promoted call man with pay, Jan
uary I, 1867; transferred to Hose 2,
July 31, 1.873; appointed permanent
hoseman on Engine 10, April I,

1874; transferred to Chemical Engine
4, as driver in charge; promoted to
lieutenant and assigned to Ladder 16,
in charge of Chemical Engine 4, June
I, 1889; transferred in charge of
Engine 45, September 17, 1894;

Samuel T. Rutherford, plumber, ap
pointed April 23, 1900; Michael J. Mar
tin, painter, appointed, April 23, 19°°;

The call. men of Combination Lad
der 9 are as follows:

Joseph McDonough was appointed
May 18, 1891 and assigned to Ladder
17; April 23, 1900, transferred to
Combination Ladder 9.

The call men are: Frank B.
Smith, boss carpenter, appointed
August II, 1890; William J. Noon,
boss painter, appointed October
30, 1890; Alvin Spear, contractor,
appointed January 8, [897; and
William E. Eaton, barber, appointed
April 23, 1897.

Combination Ladder Company No.
9 which is located in the same building
as Engine 30, is, while in the house,
under the command of Captain
McLaughlin, but the minute it leaves
the threshold it is under command of
Lieut. Hadwin Sawyer. The follow
ing are permanent men on Combina
tion Ladder NO.9: Lieut. Hadwin
Sawyer, who was born in Portland,
Maine, was appointed call man on
Engine 14, September 10, 1874;
transferred to Engine I 2, January 5,
1876; made permanent September 3,
1884; promoted to lieutenant and
transferred to Engine 26, February
10, 1893; to Engine 23, December
22, 1893 and transferred in charge of
Combination Ladder 9, April 23,
1900; was seriously injured May IS,
1894 by a falling building on Burke
and Berlin Streets, when the doctor
said five minutes would be the limit
6f his life; seriously injured while
responding to Box 98, by hose wagon
tipping over; seriously injured. when
going down the pole hole in answer
ing an alarm in Engine 23 house.

Thomas H. Fox was appointed call
man on Engine 28, January 6, 1887,
made permanent January 6, 1888 and
assigned to Ladder IS; performed
service with Ladder 8 and 10 and
Engine 14; April 23, 1900, transferred
as driver of Combination Ladder 9.

Harry L. McCartee was appointed
April 2 I, 189 I and assigned to Ladder
I ; April 23, 1900, transferred to Com
bination Ladder 9.

Ladder 8; he performed service with
Engines 8 and 27, and Ladder 10,
until he was transferred to Engine 30
on February 10, 1899.



HIGHLAND CLUB HOUSE

From the first the Highland Club
has been the centre of social activity
in West Roxbury. With the growth

" of the district the Club has increased,
until after a period of nearly twelve
years in its first clubhouse, again it
became necessary to find more com
modious quarters. Thus did the
Highland Club of West Roxbury, a
corporation, organized under the laws

of this commonwealth, come into
existence and in March, 1901, the
Club moved into its present commo
dious quarters on the corner of Centre
and Corey Streets.

With a new clubhouse, built by the
Club under the direction of a com
mittee of its members, and with over
two hundred and twenty of the lead
ing citizens of the community as
membt~rs, it has maintained the high
standard set by its founders and is at
the front in all that makes for the
good of the district.

In addition to the entertainments
provided for the gentlemen, the ladies
have an organization of their own
which meets in the clubhouse on Fri
days during the season and the enter
tainments provided are entirely sepa
rate and distinct from the Club enter
tainments.

The officers for the year 19°4-°5
are: President,F. C. Jillson; vice-pres
ident, G. W. Rollins; secretary, G. P.
Beckford; treasurer, A. G. Moir; col
lector, E. C. Wade. Directors: J. E.
Brown, F. S. Davis, J. W. Rollins, Jr.
and H. M. Shaw.

THE ROSLINDALE CLUB.
Among the social organizations of

the district none occupies a more
prominent position than the Roslin
dale Club. Like many successful
organizations of its kind, the Club
started from a small beginning, the
nucleus having been formed by eleven
young men, in December, 1891, for

the purpose of meeting during the long
winter months. One-half of the build
ing now occupied by G. W. P. Babb
was secured, with a dozen chairs, a
table and a stove, and the club was
called the T. O. T. A.

April 22, 1892, from this nucleus
was formed the Roslindale Cycle Club,
which, ten years later, was chartered
as the Roslindale Club, when quarters

were opened in the old wooden build
ing, then on the present location of
the Webb building. With the erec
tion of the Webb Building, rooms for
the Club were especially arranged and
the opening was held April 22, 1896.

These rooms were occupied until this
fall when new quarters in the Cobleigh
Building were secured. In the mean
time, the Club has purchased a lot at
the corner of South and Conway
Streets, for a location for a clubhouse
of its own, for which it is zealously
working.

During its career as a Cycle Club
it attained a most enviable place in
eastern Massachusetts and was second

to none. In its rooms are many
prizes won by the racing teams. As
a member of cycling organizations, it
always took a leading part. It was
represented at the World's Bicycle
Meet at Montreal in August, 1899,
and tendered a reception to visiting
wheelmen during the National L.A.W.
Meet the following week.

A memorable occasion in the his
tory of the Club and this section was
the flag raising, June 27, 1898, which
Col. William N. Olin, Secretary of
State, characterized as the best he had
attended. In this affair the Club
worked jointly with the Roslindale
Citizens' Association. Since its for
mation the social side of the Club has
been its strong feature and its public
affairs are always supported by the
residents of the section. Its ladies'
affairs, too, and minstrel shows have
been eagerly ·watched for.

During the years of its existence
the following members have' served
as presidents: Charles G. Robinson,
1891-92; Otis G. McKenzie, 1892-93 ;
James A. Graham, 1893-94; Robie
E. Dimock, 1894-95; Frank Bertram,
1895-96-97; Henry A. Fisher, 1897
98-99; Nicholas Fairclough, 1899-00;
Guy F. Newhall, 19°0-01-02-°3;
William W. Davis, 19°3-04; Nicholas
Fairclough, 1904. Besides Mr. Fair
clough, the present officers are: Vice
president, Loran M. Dimock; secre
tary, George W. Smith; treasurer,
William T. Tappan; collector, William
H. Bryden. Directors: James Ryan,
Frank B. Skelton, B. F. Macy, and
Robie E. Dimock.

The Club had the distinction of
sending several of its members to the
Spanish American War.

J{OSLINDALE CLUB HOUSE

(From Architectural Drawiug)

MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY.
One of the most interesting places

in our district, notwithstanding the
fact that it is a burial ground for the
dead, and one of the places most
visited in our district by people out
side its borders, is the Mount Hope
Cemetery. It was founded by a com
pany who obtained an act of incorpo-

ration in 1851, but was purchased by
the city of Boston six years later.

It is second in size (Forest Hills
Cemetery being the largest) in the city,
and is as large (having about one hun
dred and eighteen acres), as any cem
etery owned by a city in the Eastern
states.

In its natural beauty it is consid
ered the finest in the state. It almost
seems as if nature had provided this
particular spot as a last resting place
for citizens of Boston. Just far enough
a\"(ay from all public travel to have
that quietness seemingly so essential
to a cemetery, its acres containing
both hills and dales, and in its centre
a beautiful lake, seem conditions fOTf~

ordained.' Its natural beauty has been
enhanced by' the planting of native
trees, particularly the white pine which
grows here in abundance. These
have been preserved, and in some
instances groups have been laid out,
which are the admiration of visitors.
One of the features of this remarkable
place is its array of buildings. The
main entrance on Walk Hill'Street
has been lately remodelled, and an
ornamental space of about one-half an
acre has been left between the street
and the present driveway. A new
gateway has been built which is flanked
on the right by a chapel, the material
for which was quarried on the ceme
tery property. This chapel is of Eng
lish cathedral style of architecture.
On the left of the entrance was built
(the corner stone having been laid in
1899) a magnificent administration
building, which is not only imposing
in appearance and architecturally
beautiful, but has ample accommoda
tions for the necessary work of the

superintendent and his force, besides
splendidly appointed rooms, for the
public. It is the most modern and
beautiful administration building of
its kind in this vicinity. In addition
to this there is a public receiving tomb,
containing one hundred and four cata
combs, and a greenhouse which is a
model in every respect. There are
9,950 square feet under glas3, which
forms a hollow square, presenting on



all sides a pleasing and effective addi
tion to the imposing entrance. Here
are raised, by expert gardeners, plants
for embellishing the lots and grounds
of this and the other fifteen burial
grounds owned and controlled by the
city. This greenhouse is visited by
many who come from afar to see the
rare and beautiful plants, it being a
range of cemetery greenhouses, that
in point of arrang-einent and care, is
considered second to none, by expert
florists.

Mount Hope Cemetery is the last
resting place of more than sixty-five
thousand people, and the lots run
from the small individual graves, inter
esting only to the family and close
friends of the deceased, to the more
pretentious family lots with their grand
monuments. Perhaps the most visited
of all these lots are those owned by
the fraternal organizations. Among
these are the Masonic lot, bought by
Mr. John H. Collamore (a former trus
tee) and presented by him to three dis
tinct Masonic bodies; one portion to

provided in this cemetery, a lot for
the soldiers and sailors who enlisted
in the Civil War, from Boston. This
lot has a shaft of thirty feet, surround
ed by granite coping. There are
now interred here the remains of three
hundred soldiers and sailors who
helped to fill Boston's quota. The
remains of about twenty soldiers who
died during the first year of the war,
and were buried in Copps' Hill, were
transferred to this lot. Post 7, G. A.
R., owns a lot for the interment of
its members or other veterans whom
the Post \\ ishes to be buried here.
This lot is situated on Forest Avenue,
is triangular in shape, and is orna
mented by a tripod, composed of can
non, as a centre piece, with one field
gun on each of the two front corners,
and mortar and shells on the rear
corner while the corner posts are sur
mounted. by shells. Nearby is also
another lot, designated " Veterans."
Here are interred the remains of any
soldier from any state, who died in
Boston. Nearly all the graves are

chairman; Albert W. Hersey, Charles
E. Phipps, Christopher P. McCaffrey
and Frederic E. Attaux. For some
time the chairman of this Board was
the late lamented Jacob Morse who
gave much of his valuable time and
thought to the carrying out of this
great work. His sudden death was a
source of sincere regret to his fellow
members and a great loss to the com
munity. His successor as chairman,
William J. Fallon, is a Roxbury boy,
educated in our public schools. He
has resided in Roslindale for a number
of years, and has not only been a close
student of the management of Mount
Hope Cemetery, since his appointment
to the Board of Trustees in 1896, but
he has found time besides to take an
active interest in all those public
improvements which have been of
material benefit to the community in
which he lives; and this too, notwith
standing the fact that he is a large
manufacturer with all the multifarious
duties that go with a successful busi
ness career.

age, to take charge of its first green··
house. He has been employed in
this cemetery ever since being ad
vanced in regular stages from gardener
to assistant superintendent, and on
the death of Samuel A. B. Bragg in
1889, he was appointed acting super
intendent. He served in this capacity
until May, 1890, when he was elected
superintendent. In 1897, upon the
consolidation of the cemeteries under
one department, he was placed in
charge of all of the sixteen and his
title changed to General Superinten
dent of the Cemetery Department.
He has made a study of cemetery
work, and is so well fitted that he is
considered an expert. By those who
are themselves experts in such work,
the opinion of James H. Morton is
most valued. His services have been
sought in many places, but he has
refused all alluring offers in order to
stand by the place that has known
him now nearly forty years. His
labors have ~been very materially in
creased under the present consolida-

ENTRANCE TO MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY

the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts;
one to Boston Commandery, Knights
Templar, and the third to the Massa
chusetts Consistory, each lot contain
ing a magnificent monument emblem
atic of its degree. Directly oppo
site is the Elks lot, in the centre of
which is a large boulder, surmounted
by a life-size elk in bronze. The
Odd Fellows' lot commands the highest
point of land in the cemetery, and has
iri the centre a monument, surmounted
by the figures representing Jonathan
and David. This ranks with the finest
and most artistic work that has ever
been done in granite. The lot has
an elaborate entrance, with granite
steps and posts, surmounted by globes.

The city of Boston has munificently

marked by headstones, giving the
name, company and regiment of the
deceased. These stones are provi
ded by the government and placed in
position by the cemetery authorities.
Then there is the lot of the Spanish
War Veterans and many others equally
interesting.

The well-kept graves, the wide
avenues, the natural beauties of the
grounds, the ~hade of the trees, etc.,
attract hordes of visitors, besides the
lot owners and those especially inter
ested because they have friends or
relatives buried here. The manage
ment of the Cemetery Department of
the city of Boston is vested in a board
of five trustees, appointed by the
Mayor. They are: William J. Fallon,

The trustees are represented by a
general superintendent, Mr. James H.
Morton, with headquarters at Mount
Hope Cemetery, who has general
control of the work carried on in the
cemeteries and burial grounds of the
department.

Mr. Morton was born December 25,
1846, and his education was received
in the public schools of this city. He
has lived in the West Roxbury Dis
trict since 1853. Upon leaving school
he took up the study of gardening and
greenhouse work and was first em
ployed by James Murray, the then
noted gardener. After serving his
time with this gentleman he came to
Mount Hope Cemetery, in April, 1865,
when he was but nineteen years of

tion, and his new responsibilities have
been met by him in the applying of
progressive and up-to-date methods.
The varied details encumbent upon a
position of this nature require a per
sonal knowledge that few persons
possess to the degree attained by Mr.
Morton. He has been secretary,
treasurer, and vice-president of the
Association of American Cemetery
Superintendents and is now its presi
dent. This body is composed of
members from all over the United
States and Canada. He is also a
member of the Massachusetts Horti
cultural Society, the Benevolent Pro
tective Order of Elks, Knights of
Columbus and the Mount Hope Citi
zens' Association.

0~=====~~~~~:======D
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